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The Palace, Thurles, 
May 14th, 1900. 
My Dear Dean Kinane, 

The copy of your latest publication—“ Pur- 
gatory, its Pains and Consolations”—which you 
were good enough to send me, has come duly to 
hand, and I thank you very sincerely for it. 

It is full of useful and edifying matter, and, like 
all your previous works, cannot fail to do a great 
deal of good. It tells us precisely what the 
Catholic Church teaches and what it does not 
teach in this respect. It tells us, too, of the 
pains and penalties of purgatory, how best they 
may be avoided, and how the suffering souls de- 
tained there may be relieved. I bespeak for it 
a wide circulation, and, otherwise, signal success. 

Believe me to be, my dear Dean, 
Yours very faithfully, 


T. W. Croxs, 
Archbishop of Cashel. 


Ara Coeli, Armagh, 
10th June, 1900. 
My Dear Dean KINANE, 

I have just looked over your book on “ Pur- 
gatory;” and, in it, as in all your other books, 
I find sound doctrine, solid piety, and tender 
devotion. At a time when even those outside the 
Church are moved by the reasonableness of the 
Catholic doctrine of Purgatory; the well-chosen 
and cogent reasons which you have accumulated 
from Scripture and tradition cannot fail to steady 
many wavering souls, while they will deepen and 
strengthen still more the convictions of those 


whose faith in the teaching of the Church is 
unshaken. The subject is one which enlists the 
deepest sympathies of every Catholic; and your 
treatment of it cannot fail to increase devotion to 
those holy souls whom God pities in His love, 
while He punishes and purifies them in His justice. 

I have, therefore, great pleasure, in earnestly 
recommending your beautiful little book to the| 
faithful. With it in their hands, they are fur- 
nished with a solid foundation for their faith 
in a leading doctrine of the Church, and with the 
most cogent motives for practising a high and 
holy duty of charity, the relief, by prayer and good 
works, of those chosen souls who are so dear to 
God. 

I heartily congratulate you on your success in 
this work, and I as heartily deprecate the in- 
tention which you let slip in vour letter, that 
this is to be the last of your books of devotion. 
It will be time enough to lay down your pen 
when your books fail to be appreciated, or cease to 
edify; and, I am quite confident that time is still 
far distant. 

Thanking you most sincerely for your beautiful 
little book, and wishing you every blessing and 
success in your useful and edifying work. 

I am, dear Dean Kinane, 
Yours most faithfully, 


> Mionart CaRDInaL Loaug. 


St. Jarlath’s, Tuam, 
May 8th, 1900 
My Drar Dran KINANE, 
You may possibly think it strange that I did 
not acknowledge and duly thank you for the 
beautiful treatise on “Purgatory” which you 
were kind enough to favour me with some few 
weeks ago. My apology is, I had been ever since 
away on visitation and in administering Confir- 
mation, which absorbed all my time. JI made up 


my mind to put aside your charming book until 
I had time to read it all through and study it, as 
I had done in regard to your other books, so 
full of thought demanding profound study. I 
looked over your latest book here and there. I 
have no hesitation in saying it is an excellent 
book, which will amply repay perusal and study. 
The subject is very interesting. I would be glad 
to see it in the hands of all our people. May God 
grant you health and strength to persevere in 
your edifying labours. 
Believe me, my dear Dean, 
Very sincerely yours, 
x Jonn Mack vinuy, 
Archbishop of Tuam. 

Very Rey. Dean Kinane, V.G. 


Bishop’s House, John’s Hill, 
Waterford, May 4th, 1900. 
My Drar DEAN KINANE, 
I have read your book on “ Purgatory”? with 
a good deal of satisfaction. It gives in a moderate 
compass everything that the faithful generally need 
know about a most important subject—the suffer- 
ings of the poor souls, the means of alleviating 
them for others, and of shortening them, and even 
escaping them altogether for ourselves. I trust 
that this book will have a large circulation. You 
have certainly earned the gratitude of Irish Catho- 
lics—not by any means for the first time—for 
devoting the few moments of leisure, allowed to 
you by the duties of a responsible position, to 
a work so full of profit of the best kind, for the 
living and the dead. Praying your health and 
strength to continue your blessed work for God’s 
honour and the good of souls, 
Believe me, my dear Dean Kinane, 
Yours faithfully in Christ, 


pa R. A. SHEEnan, x 
Bishop of Waterford and Lismore. 


Mount St. Mary's, Galway, 
May ist, 1900. 
My Drar Dean, 

I thank you very sincerely for your kindness 
in presenting a copy of your new book. I con- 
gratulate you upon the success of your latest 
literary work. “Purgatory” is eminently deserv- 
ing of taking its place amongst the many other 
useful and popular volumes that have emanated 
from your prolific pen. I shall take every suitable 
opportunity that comes in my way of recommend- 
ing your new book for use in convent and parochial 
libraries. Indeed I hope and pray it may find 
its way into every Catholic family of these Dioceses 
of Galway, Kilmacduagh, and Kilfinora. Your 
readers will find the doctrine of Purgatory fully 
and accurately expounded, the Indulgences exhaus- 
tively enumerated and the means and methods 
of helping the suffering souls, as well as the motives 
special to the devotion, copiously set forth in 
your pages. 

As specimens of homily by contrast, I would ask 
your readers to open Chapter II., Sections IX., 
X., XI, and XII. There they will find most 
skilful painting in the form of telling contrast. Or, 
again, let them go to Section V., Part III.—“ The 
death of the Catholic and of the Protestant ’’—and 
I am greatly mistaken if the reader is not con- 
vinced of the author’s happy method of presenting 
a contrast in most forcible and felicitous terms, 
without hurting the susceptibilities of a Protestant 
reader, except so far as the enunciation of truth 
may have wounded. 

Wishing your book a large and rapid circulation, 
and to yourself long life to continue your literary 
labours, 

I am, my dear Dean, 
Yours very faithfully, 
ba F. J. MacCormack, 
Bishop of Galway and Kilmacduagh, 
Ap. Adm., Kilfinora. 
Very Rev. Dean Kinane, P.P., V.G. 


Mount St. Bernard, Ballinasloe, 
May 1s 
My Drar Dean Kinanp, ee ee 

I have to thank you for sending me a copy 
of your little work on “Purgatory.” It is a most 
editying and instructive volume—pious in spirit 
and sound in doctrine. I will not fail to recom- 
mend it to my flock, and I hope it will have a wide 

circulation amongst Catholics generally. 

I remain, my dear Dean, 
Yours faithfully, 


vi Joun Heaty. 
Bishop of Clonfert. 


Bishop’s House, Derry. 
May Ist, 1900. 
Very Rev. Dear Sir, 

I beg to thank you for your great kindness 
in sending me a copy of your new book on “ Pur- 
gatory.” I have already read much of it through, 
and I consider it a most useful and practical work. 
The subject is one that comes home to every 
Catholic, and cannot be kept too much before the 
minds of the people. I would wish to see your 
book in every Catholic household, that all might 
be the more inspired to pray for the dead. Such 
prayer is undoubtedly one of the highest kinds of 
charity, and deserves every encouragement. Pray- 
ing God to bless your little book and yourself 
for your work of charity to the holy souls, 

I am, with great esteem,, 
Very faithfully yours, 


yy J. K. O’Douerry. 
Bishop of Derry. 
The Very Rev. Dean Kinane. 


Braganza House, Carlow, 
May 9th, 1900. 
My Dear Dan KINANE, 

I wish to thank you most cordially for the 
copy of your beautiful little book on “ Purgatory, ” 
which you kindly sent me, and which I have read 
with the greatest interest. It seems to me that 
it is well worthy of a place in the admirable . 
series of devotional books which you have already 
given to the public. It would be difficult to find 
another work of the kind in which so much matter 
has been compressed into so small a space; whilst. 
the spirit of piety which breathes through every 
page of the book cannot fail to move the heart of 
the reverent reader. Congratulating you most 
warmly, and wishing you many years to continue 
your devoted labour in the vineyard of the Lord 
Jesus, 

I am, my dear Dean Kinane, 
Yours faithfully, 
pe Parrick Foury. 


_ 


St. Mary’s, Sligo. 
June 2nd, 1900. 

My Dnar Dran KINANE, 

Since I had the privilege of writing to you last, 
I have found time to examine the structure and 
contents of your new work on Purgatory, and am 
now in a position to comply with your kind re- 
quest that I should give you my impression of 
its merits. 

I think the book is excellent from every point of 
view, and calculated to do great good. It contains 
valuable stores of information, drawn from the 
most reliable sources, and now arranged for the 
first time in a form which must prove accessible to 
all. The Sacred Scriptures, the Fathers of the 
Church, and the Lives of the Saints, form an 
inexhaustible repertory of knowledge for the sup- 
port and elucidation of Christian truth; and, in 


your new book, you draw arguments and examples 
from them with a judgment and taste that indicate 
at once the ripe scholar and the cultured mind. 

The book is, moreover, of a devotional: charac- 
ter; and, at the present age, when piety seems, in 
many places, on the wane, such works could not 
be too numerous, provided their devotional aspects 
are so presented as to prove attractive to the 
reading public. The graceful style which charac- 
terised “The Dove of the Tabernacle,” “The 
Angel of the Altar,” and others of your early 
writings, is conspicuous in every page of your 
latest work, and will be sure to win many 
readers who are not usually attracted by such 
compositions. 
_ But those who will derive the largest benefit 
from the work are the souls in Purgatory 
themselves. The grievousness of their suf- 
ferings, their ardent longing to reach their 
goal, the relief brought to them by the suffrages 
of the Church, are all lucidly expressed, and must 
necessarily concentrate attention on this great 
dogma of our faith. For the sake of the poor 
souls, therefore, as well as of the living, we wish 
+he book every success. 

Again thanking you for your kindness in favour 
ing me with a presentation copy, 

I beg to remain, 
My dear Dean Kinane, 
Very faithfully yours, 


py Jonn Crancy, 
Bishop of Elphin. 
Very Rev. Dean Kinane, V.G., 
Cashel. 


The Palace, Killarney, 
May ist, 1900. 
My Dear Dinan KINANE, i 
I have to thank you so much for sending me 
your exquisite work on “Purgatory.” . It 1s, like 


all your other books, full of instruction and piety. 
I commend it strongly to the clergy and laity 
of the Diocese of Kerry. 
Believe me, 
Very truly yours, 


4 Joun Correy. 
Very Rev. Dean Kinane, P.P., V.G. 


Cork, 
April 27th, 1900. 
My Dar Dean, 
I am pleased with your beautiful little work 
on Purgatory, and I wish it a large circulation. 
I am confident it will be welcomed by the many 
who are zealous in relieving the suffering souls. 


Yours faithfully, 
py T. A. O’Canpacuan. 
Bishop of Cork. 


Very Rey. Dean Kinane, V.G. 
Cashel. 


St. Mel’s, Longford, 
May 1st, 1900. 
My Dar Dean KINANE, 

I beg to thank you for your beautiful book 
“Purgatory.” It breathes a spirit of genuine 
piety that cannot fail to do good. 

I hope it will have a prosperous career. 
I am, 
Yours very faithfully, 


vy J. Hoare. 
Very Rev. Dean Kinane, V.G. 
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PART I. 


CHAPTER I. 
HEAVEN SELES eAN DS PURGATORY 


Section I, 
Heaven. 


HEAvEN is the prize. At our creation God 
stamped upon our souls His Divine image and 
likeness. By the right of creation all we have 
and are belong to God. The Divine command 
is clear. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, 
with thy whole mind, and with thy whole 
strength. This is the greatest and first Com- 
mandment” (Matt. xxii. 37-38). God created 
us for Himself, for His own greater glory. 

Our first parents, by their sins, forfeited our 
rights to Paradise. By one mortal sin all the 
glories and happiness of Heaven were lost, 
and lost for ever. 

Our Blessed Lord bought us back; and the 
price of our redemption was His Life, Death, 
and Precious Blood. “Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to take the book and open the seals 
thereof; because Thou wast. slain, and hath 
redeemed us to God in Thy blood out of every 
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tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation.” 

. “The Lamb that was slain is worthy to re- 
ceive power and divinity and wisdom and 
strength and honour and glory and benedic- 
tion” (Apoc. v. 9-12). “ You are bought,” says 
St. Paul, “at a great price” (1 Cor. vi. 20). 
The price was the Precious Blood of Our Sa- 
viour, “In whom,” continues St. Paul, “we 
have redemption through His blood, the remis- 
sion cf sins” (Eph. i. 7). 

We belong to God by conservation. The 
same Divine Hand, that created us, supports 
and conserves us every instant of our lives; 
otherwise we would fall back into our original 
nothingness. 

Heaven is our home. To win it, God’s 
Divine Providence watches over us from the 
cradle to the grave. To gain Heaven the good 
God has given us the Sacrifice and the Sacra- 
ments of the New Law, including His adorable 
Body and Blood. To secure Heaven, He has 
given us His blessed Mother; “the Help of 
Christians,” and “ Refuge of Sinners.” All the 
Saints tell us “The Clients of Mary” were 
never damned. We shall give only one passage 
from St. Liguori. “The Son,” he writes, “is 
omnipotent by nature; the Mother is omnipo- 
tent by grace; that is, she obtains by prayers, 
whatsoever she wishes. . . . It is impossible 
for a true and persevering Client of Mary to be 
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lost ; because she can neither want the power, 
nor the will, to assist him. (“Spouse of 
Christ,” p. 481.) 

To win the prize, God has given us our sweet 
kind Angel Guardians, to watch over us day 
and night; and to whisper into our ears holy 
thoughts. The Royal Psalmist says, “ There 
shall no evil come to thee; nor shall the scourge 
come near thy dwelling ; for He hath given His 
angels charge over thee; to keep thee in all thy 
ways. In their hands they shall bear thee up, 
lest thou dash thy foot against a stone” (xc. 
iD); 

Bi Blessed Saviour says, “See that you de- 
spise not one of those little ones: for I say to 
you that their angels in Heaven always see the 
face of My Father who is in Heaven” (Matt. 
xviii. 10). ; 

To win the prize, the good God has given us 
the help of the prayers of the Nine Choirs of 
the blessed Spirits, and all the Saints in 
Heaven. And last, though perhaps not least, 
we can secure the help of the prayers of His 
chosen servants for the souls in Purgatory. So if 
we lose the prize, and forfeit Heaven—please 
God, we won’t, nor shan’t—the fault will be 
ours, and ours alo~e. 

What is Heaven? Take to the top of a hill, 
on a bright starry night a man born blind. De- 
scribe to him the star-spangled firmament, the 
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countless millions of heavenly bodies, cast by 
the omnipotent hand of God in space; all re- 
volving in their orbits in perfect harmony. De- 
scribe to him the beauties of the earth, her 
majestic mountains and lovely valleys, her 
boundless oceans and crystal streams, her varied 
products, her trees, her plants; her flowers, of 
fascinating hues and colours, beyond the imita- 
tion of the pencil of the greatest painter. A 
word on her great cities, her cathedrals, her 
palaces. 

The blind man cannot see, nor understand, 
the beauties and glories of nature. We here 
on dull earth are far less capable to conceive, 
or express, the glories of Paradise. 

St. Paul, who got a dim glimpse of Paradise, 
will speak for us. “ Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive, wiat things God hath pre- 
pared for them that love Him” (1 Cor. ii. 9). 
Of the Saints, the Word of God says, “ They 
shall be inebriated with the plenty of Thy 
house, and Thou shalt make them drink of the 
torrents of Thy pleasures” (Ps. xxxv. 9). The 
inspired Writer continues: “And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and death 
shall be no more; nor mourning, nor crying, 
nor sorrow shall be any more: for the former 
things have passed away ” (Apoc. xxi. 4). 

The Royal Prophet, meditating on the glories 
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of Heaven, cried out, “ How lovely are Thy ta- 
bernacles, O Lord of Hosts! my soul longeth 
and fainteth for the courts of the Lord” (Ps. 
Ixxxili. 2). 

Let us insert a few sayings of the Saints. 
Meditating on heaven, St. Ignatius exclaims, 
“How contemptible does this world appear 
when we contemplate the joys of heaven.” St. 
Augustine, lost in admiration on the infinite 
beauty of God, exclaims in an ecstacy of joy, 
“O Beauty ever ancient, and ever new, too late 
have I known Thee; too late have loved Thee 

. -O Celestial city! Serene habitation 
of happiness and peace; palace shining with 
brightest splendour, and overflowing with 
purest delights. O that I may come to enjoy 
Thee. O that the days of my sorrowing were 
at an end.” 

St. Peter of Alcantara cries out, “ When will 
that joyful day come which will close my eyes 
to this world, and open them to behold my God 
face to face in the Kingdom of Heaven? When 
shall I go out of this place of banishment, and 
appear before Thy face, O God, to love and 
possess and enjoy Thee for ever?” 

St. Mary of Egypt, being asked by the holy 
Abbot Zosimus, how she had been able to live 
for so many years in the desert, replied, “ With 
the hope of Paradise.” 

When St. Philip Neri was offered the dignity 
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of Cardinal, he threw his biretta into the air, 
saying, “ Paradise, Paradise!” 

ow long shall the glories of Heaven last? 
For all eternity! What means eternity? The 
intellect of the brightest Cherub or Seraph can- 
not comprehend it. It is, ike God Himself, 
without beginning or end. One example to 
help our weak minds. Count a hundred mil- 
lions of years for every drop of water in the 
deep, every grain of sand on the sea shore, 
every leaf on the trees, every blade of grass on 
the fields, every atom in the air, every star in 
the firmament; and the glories of Heaven will 
be as fresh, fascinating, and new, as at the first 
moment the soul beheld the Beatific Vision. 

Who go straight to Heaven? The baptized 
children who die before having come to the use 
of reason, fly straight to the bosom of their 
Maker. Happy souls! They have gained 
Heaven. They have attained the end of their 
creation without pain or trouble. Fond parents 
and friends weep, as is natural, over their 
young graves; but they ought rather rejoice 
and bless God. The innocent young souls are 
in Paradise. 

Holy Virgins, Confessors, who never offended 
God by mortal sin, yet led lives of prayer and 

enance, went straight to Paradise. Such 
Saints as Aloysius, Stanislaus, Berchman ; 
models of innocence, prayer, and penance. 
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Straight to Heaven have gone countless mil- 
lions of the greatest sinners—the millions of 
martyrs, who washed their robes in “ the Blood 
of the Lamb”; other great sinners, who by 
their prayers, penances, and austere lives, can- 
celled, not only their mortal sins, but every 
stain of temporal punishment due to sin. Such 
Saints as St. Peter, St. Mary Magdalen, St. 
Augustine, St. Margaret of Cortona, St. Mary 
of Egypt, and countless other Saints. 

We, the vast majority of Christians, who 
hope for Heaven, do not belong to either of the 
above classes. We have come to the full use 
of reason. We are not angelic souls, like 
Saints Aloysius, Stanislaus, Berchmans. For 
our many and deadly sins we have not shed our 
blood, like the martyrs, nor worn chains, like 
the Confessors, nor cancelled our sins by the 
tears and austere lives of the great penitent 
sinners above-named. 

Therefore, the above straight flight to Para- 
dise is not ours. We have to seek another 
ascent, which we will see and find later on. 


Section IT. 


Hell. 


Het is the abode of the fallen Angels and 
damned souls. Heaven existed from all eter- 
nity, for God is Heaven, and God is Eternal. 
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Hell was created in time. Before the fall of 
the rebel Angels there was no hell. There was 
no one who deserved punishment. Lucifer led 
the revolt against God. In one second of time 
the rebellion was vanquished, hell was created ; 
and in the same second of time beautiful, bright 
Angels were transformed into hideous devils, 
and cast into this hell to suffer for all eternity. 

Hell is the abode of the fallen Angels and 
damned souls. Of Heaven we have said, the 
mind of man, nay of Seraph, cannot under- 
stand the glories of Paradise; ner can the same 
intellect comprehend the exquisite tortures of 
the damned in hell. 

Some texts of the Sacred Sc:iptures will help 
us to conceive some idea of the pains of hell. 

In the Gospels, perhaps there is nothing so 
awful and terrific, as the last judgment of God 
upon the damned souls. Let us give the sacred 
text: “ And when the Son of man shall come 
in His majesty, and all the angels with Him, 
then He shall sit upon the seat of His majesty. 
And all the nations shall be gathered together 
before Him, and He shall separate them one 
from the other, as the shepherd separateth 
the sheep from the goats. And Exo shall set 
the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on 
His left. . . . Then He shall say to them 
also on His left hand: Depart from Me you 
cursed into everlasting fire prepared for the 
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devil and his angels” (Matth. xxv 31-41). 
O Merciful Jesus. May we never hear that 
awful sentence. 

Holy Job thus describes hell: “A land (from 
which there is no coming back) dark, and 
covered with the obscurity of death; a land of 
misery and darkness; where the shadow of 
death, and no order but everlasting horror 
dwelleth ” (Ch. x.) 

The Prophet Isaias says: “ Which of you can 
dwell with devouring flames? Which of you 
shall dwell with everlasting burnings?” (Ch. 
xxxui. 14). 

We shall insert a few texts only from the 
New Testament. St. Mark writes: “And if 
thy hand scandalise thee cut it off, it is better 
for thee to enter into life maimed than having 
two hands to go into hell, into unquench- 
able fire. Where the worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not extinguished. . . . And if thy 
foot scandalise thee cut it off, it is better for 
thee to enter lame into life everlasting than 
have two feet to be cast into hell of unquench- 
able fire. Where the worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not extinguished. . . . For every 
one shall be salted with fire” (Mark ix. 42-48). 

St. Matthew writes: “The Angels shall go 
out, and shall separate the wicked from among 
the just. And shall cast them into a furnace 
of fire: where there shall be weeping and 
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gnashing of teeth” (Ch. xiii. 49-50). “ And 
the rich man died and was buried in hell. 
And lifting up his eyes, when he was m tor- 
ments, he saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 
in his bosom. And he cried out and said: 
Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger 
in water to cool my tongue, for I am tor- 
mented in this flame” (Luke xvi. 22). St. 
John writes of the wicked: “He also shall 
drink of the wine of the wrath of God. 

And shall be tormented with fire and brim- 
stone. . . . And the smoke of their tor- 
ments shall ascend for ever and for ever; 
neither shall they have rest night or day” 
(Apoc. xiv. 10). “And hell and earth were 
cast into the pool of fire. This is the second 
death. And whosoever was not found written 
in the book of life was cast into the pool of 
fire” (Ibid. xx. 14). 

We shall add only one text from St. Paul: 
“Tn a flame of fire yielding vengeance to them 
who know not God, and who obey not the Gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Who shall suffer 
eternal punishment in destruction from the 
face of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power” (2 Thess. i. 8). 

No words could be more awful or terrible of 
the tortures of the damned. It is not of faith 
that the fire of hell is material and corporal, 
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But it is the doctrine held by almost all the 
fathers and theologians; and hence is certain, 
and cannot with safety be denied or even 
doubted.* 

That the fire was metaphorical was con- 
demned by a Decree of the Penitentiary, April 
30th, 1890, and forbids absolution to a person 
holding that opinion. 

The eternity of the pains of hell is of faith. 
“Depart from Me you cursed into everlasting 
fire”; “everlasting horror dwelleth”; “the 
smoke of their torments shall ascend for ever 
and for ever”; “who shall suffer eternal pun- 

ishment in destruction.” 

' Who go to hell?’ The soul who leaves this 
world with one mortal sin stamped upon it; 
God’s justice must and will send that soul to 
_ burn in hell for all eternity. One mortal sin, 
as well as one million, is sufficient to damn for 
all eternity an immortal soul. What an awful 
reflection ! 

Suppose a monk, in Mount Melleray, who 
spent 90 years in prayer, fasting, penance; in 
sackcloth and ashes; on his death-bed con- 
sented to a mortal sin in thought for one 


Perrone, Vol. II., p. 136, De Deo Creatore, writes: 
“Tt hic profitemur nos adherere sententiz in Hcclesia 
communiter recepte circa harum pcenarum, que posi- 
tive dicuntur, naturam et qualitatem; que nempe est 
de igne materiali et corporeo. Hec enim doctrina certa 
est, ita ut in dubium absque temeritate vocari requeat.” 

That the fire was metaphorical was condemned by a 
Decree of the Penitentiary, April 30th, 1890, and for- 
bids absolution to a person holding that opinion. 
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second; and died in it; Hell for all eternity 
would be his abode! What an awful thought ! 
Let us ever pray never to offend God by a mor- 
tal sin. Let us pray, rather die than commit 
amortal sin. If, in the weak hour, in the dark 
midnight of temptation, we fall, let us never go 
to sleep in mortal sin. Our eyes may open in 
hell in the morning dawn. After the fall, let us 
bend our brow to the ground, implore mercy 
from the Sacred Heart of Jesus; ask Mary 
the Refuge of Sinners, to pray for us, and 
promise to go to confession at the first oppor- 
tunity. The good, tender, and merciful Jesus 
will never take us short. When we have been 
spared and pardoned; with hearts, full and 
‘overflowing with gratitude, we will promise and 
swear never more to offend our good and merci- 
ful Jesus. 

Though great the pain of the fire of hell, we 
are told the pain of l ss is greater still. The 
damned souls now see clearer the opportunities 
lost, the graces abused, and the thousand 
means given them by God to gain Paradise. 
All is lost without hope. Heaven is lost. God 
is lost, and for all eternity. A ray of hope 
shall never shine upon the damned. “ And 
the smoke of their torments shall ascend for 
ever and for ever ” (Apoc. xiv- 10). 

The Saints were afraid of God’s just judg- 
ments, afraid of hell. O God! what shall be 


Purgatory. 13 


come of us sinners? Mortal sin is the wick 
that enkindles and lights up the fire of hell. 
O Merciful Jesus! save us from mortal sin. 
O good Jesus! in the dark hour of temptation, 
be our light, in frail weakness be our strength. 
O sweet Jesus, be ever with us. Before heaven 
and earth we declare, that, by the grace of God 
we would rather die than offend Thee by one 
mortal sin. Mary, Mother of God, Refuge of 
Sinners, save us from mortal sin. 


Section IIT. 

Purgatory. 
THERE is light, unction, and sweetness in the 
Decrees of Infallible Councils, as in the In- 
spired Word. “The declarations of thy words 
giveth light, and giveth understanding to little 
ones” (Ps. cxviil.). Hence we begin our trea- 
tise on Purgatory with the Decree of the Coun- 
cil of Trent: “ Whereas the Catholic Church, 
instructed ‘by the Holy Ghost, has from the 
sacred writings, and the ancient traditions of 
the Fathers, taught in sacred councils, and very 
recently in Ecumenical Synod, that there is a 
Purgatory, and that the souls there detained 
are helped by the suffrages of the faithful, but 
principally by the acceptable sacrifice of the 
altar; the holy Synod enjoins on bishops that 
they diligently endeavour that the sound doc- 
trine concerning Purgatory, transmitted by the 
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holy Fathers and sacred Councils, be believed, 
maintained, taught, and everywhere proclaimed 
by the faithful of Christ. . . . . Let the 
bishops take care that the suffrages of the faith- 
ful, who are living, to wit, the sacrifices of 
masses, prayers, alms, and other works of piety 
which have been wont to be performed by the 
faithful for the other faithful departed, be 
piously and devoutly performed in accordance 
with the institutes of the Church” (Sess. xxv.). 

One passage more from the holy Synod: 
“And forasmuch as, in this divine Sacrifice 
which is celebrated in the Mass, that same 
Christ is contained and immolated in an un- 
bloody manner, who once offered Himself in a 
bloody manner on the altar of the cross; the 
holy Synod teaches, that this sacrifice is truly 
propitiatory, and that by means thereof this is 
effected, that we obtain mercy, and find grace 
in seasonable aid, if we draw nigh unto God, 
contrite and penitent, with a sincere heart and 
upright faith, with fear and reverence. For 
the Lord, appeased by the oblation thereof, and 
granting the grace and gift of penitence, for- 
gives even heinous crimes and sins. For the 
victim is one and the same, the same now offer- 
ing by the ministry of priests, who then offered 
Himself on the cross, the manner alone of offer- 
ing being different. The fruits indeed of which 
chlation, of that bloody one to wit, are received 
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most plentifully through this unbloody one, so 
far is this (latter) from derogating in any way 
from that (former oblation). Wherefore, not 
only for the sins, punishments, satisfactions, 
and other necessities of the faithful who are 
living ; but also for those who are departed in 
Christ, and who are not as yet fully purified, 
agreeably, to a tradition of the apostles” (Ses- 
sion xxi. c. 11). 

“Tf anyone saith, that in every work, the just 
sins venially at least, or—which is more in- 
tolerable still—mortally, and consequently de- 
serves eternal punishments; and for this cause 
only he is not damned, that God does not im- 
pute those works unto damnation; let him be 
anathema ” (Sess. vi. c. xxv.). 

Therefore two things only are of faith re- 
garding Purgatory. The Council of Trent de- 
fines—. . . “There is a Purgatory, and that 
the souls there detained are helped by the suf- 
frages of the faithful; but especially by the 
acceptable sacrifice of the altar ” (Sess. xxv.). 

This Divine article of Catholic faith we shall 
prove to demonstration, from sacred Scriptures, 
and from the traditions of the earliest ages. 


Section IV. 
The Old Testament. ; 
In the Old Testament we read: “ And making 
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a gathering, he sent twelve thousand drachms 
of silver to Jerusalem for sacrifice to be offered 
for the sins of the dead, thinking well and re- 
ligiously concerning the resurrection. For if 
he had not hoped that they that were slain 
should rise again, it would have seemed super- 
fluous and vain to pray for the dead. And be- 
cause he considered that they who had fallen 
asleep with godliness, had great grace laid up 
for them. It is therefore a holy and whole- 
some thought to pray for the dead, that they 
may be loosed from their sins ” (2 Mach. xii. 43). 

From this text it is clear that the Jews, as 
we, believed in a middle state, where sins, and 
the punishments due to sins, are atoned for 
and blotted out. We are fully aware that Pro- 
testants don’t admit the Books of Machabees 
as Canonical. It is enough for us that the 
Catholic Church, the guardian of the Sacred 
Text, receives the Books of Machabees as in- 
spired, the work written under the inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost. 

In any case, they must allow to the books an 
historical truth which proves the practice, and 
belief of the Jewish, nation in a middle state, 
which we call Purgatory. 


SEcTion V. 
New Testament. 
In the Gospel of St. Matthew, our Blessed 
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Lord says: “And whosoever shall speak a word 
against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven 
him ; but he that shall speak against the Holy 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in 
this world nor the world to come” (Matt. xii. 
32). This text is a strong proof in favour of 
Purgatory. Sin cannot enter into Heaven; 
therefore there is no forgiveness there. Out of 
hell there is no pardon or redemption. There- 
fore there must be a third place, called Purga- 
tory, where sins—we mean venial sins-—and the 
punishment due to mortal sins, are forgiven 
and remitted. St. Augustine, St. Gregory, St. 
Bernard, Ven. Bede interpret the text in this 
sense.* 

St. Augustine quotes this text in favour of 
a middle state, or Purgatory. He says, “ For 
it would not be truly said of some, that it 
should not be forgiven them, neither in this 
world nor the world to come, unless there were 
persons, to whom, though not in this, however, 
it is forgiven in the world to come” (De civ. 
Lib. 21 c. 13). 

St. Gregory, Ven. Bede, St. Bernard, and 
most Catholic commentators interpret this text 
as a solid argument in favour of Purgatory.t+ 

St. Paul writes: “For no other foundation 


* “ Bellarminus De Purgatorio,” Lib. 1, c. ix., p. 1331. 
+ “ Bellarminus De Purgatorio,” c. ix., p. ie 
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no man can lay, but that which is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon 
this foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, stubble. Every man’s work shall 
be manifest: for the day of the Lord shall de- 
clare it, because it shall be revealed in fire: 
and the fire shall try every man’s work of what 
sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he 
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
If any man’s work burn, he shall suffer loss ; 
but he shall be saved: yet so as by fire” (1 
Corsi. LLY, 

The foundation here mentioned is our 
Blessed Lord Jesus Christ. He is the Saviour 
and Redeemer of the world. None can be 
saved but by Him and through Him. 

The gold, silver, and precious stones denote 
the perfect good works performed in the full 
unity of the love of Jesus Christ. The wood, 
hay, and stubble mean good works, but im- 
perfect, and venially sinful. The day of the 
Lord is the Particular Judgment. The holy 
souls of perfect purity denoted by gold, silver, 
and precious stones, shall enter straight into 
the joys of the Lord. The souls whose works 
are imperfect, signified by wood, hay, and 
stubble, have escaped hell, because built upon 
the foundation of Jesus Christ, and redeemed 
and saved by His Precious Blood. These souls 
stained by venial sins, or the temporal punish- 
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ment due to mortal sins, “shall be saved: yet 
so by fire.” They are not fit for Heaven. 
“There shall not enter into Heaven any thing 
defiled” (Apoc. xxi. 27). The last blot and 
stain shall be wiped away in the “ fire” of Pur- 
gatory. 

On this text, St. Ambrose writes: “ When 
St. Paul says, ‘ Yet so by fire,’ he showeth, in- 
deed, that he shall be saved, but yet shall suffer 
the punishment of fire; that being purged by 
fire, he may be saved, and not tormented in 
hell for ever ” (Ser. 20 in Ps. 118).* 

In His Sermon on the Mount, the Redeemer 
says: “ Be at agreement with thy adversary be- 
times, whilst thou art in the way with him, 
lest perhaps the adversary deliver thee to the 
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, 
and thou be cast into prison. Amen I say to 
you, thou shalt not go out from thence till thou 
pay the last farthing” (Matt. v. 25). 

Though this text is understood by many as 
a judge and prison on earth, yet from the con- 
text, and especially from the Gospel of St. 
Luke, it refers to the future judgments and 
punishments of God in the other life; and 
that the last farthing, or last debt, is paid, or 
atoned for in Purgatory, before the soul is fit 


* “ Bellarminus De Purgatorio,” L. 1, c. ix., p. 1334. 
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to be admitted into Paradise. In this sense the 
learned Bellarmine interprets the text.* 

In the Sacred Texts the life of man is repre- 
sented a “way ” to eternity. The adversary is 
the Divine Justice which must be satisfied here 
or hereafter. God Himself is the Judge. If 
we do not atone for our sins whilst in the way, 
that is, during life, when we come before the 
Judge after death, we shall be condemned to 
the prison of Purgatory, where we must satisfy 
the Divine Justice, for the debt we owe, even 
to the last farthing.* 


REMARK. 

Ir is of the highest importance to bear in mind 
that our Blessed Lord invariably corrected in 
the Gospel any false doctrine or errors that 
crept in among the Jews. Now it is evident 
from the Second Book of Machabees, as we 
have seen, that the Jews believed in a middle 
state. Our Divine Lord did not condemn it 
as He would have done, were it false doctrine 
On the other hand He confirmed it. 

Dr. Jeremy Taylor, a learned Protestant, 
writes: “ We find by the history of the Macha- 
bees that the Jews did pray and make offerings 
for the dead, which appears by other testi- 
monies and by their form of prayer still extant, 


———, 


* Maldonatus, p. 82. 
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which they used in the captivity. Now it is 
very remarkable, that since our Blessed 
Saviour did reprove all the evil doctrines and 
traditions of the Scribes and Pharisees, and 
did argue concerning the dead and resurrec- 
tion ; yet He spoke no word against the public 
practice; but left it as He found it; which He 
who came to declare to us all the will of His 
Father, would not have done, if it had not been 
innocent, pious, and full of charity. The prac- 
tice of it was at first, and was universal; it 
being plain in Tertulian and St. Cyprian.”* 

No Catholic divine could put it clearer or 
better. 

Section VI. 


The Doctrine of Purgatory proved from Tra- 
dition. 


At the outset we boldly assert that no dogma 
of Catholic faith is more clearly and solidly 
proved from the testimonies of the Fathers in 
every age than that of Purgatory. The evi- 
dences are so clear and numerous that they 
cannot fail to bring home conviction to the 
candid mind. One of two propositions must 
necessarily be admitted, either the Church 
from the very beginning was teaching error, 
which is against the promises of Christ, or that 


* Alban Buttler. All Souls, p. 342. 
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the doctrine of the Catholic Church on Purga-: 
tory to-day is the same as in every age up to 
the days of the Apostles. 

Space will oblige us to content ourselves 
with a few out of the many quotations of the 
Fathers. 


The Latin Fathers. 


Tertullian, the earliest of the Latin Fathers, 
flourished in the second century, and died - 
about the year 220. 

He writes: “We make yearly offerings (or 
sacrifices) for the dead, and for the feasts of 
the martyrs.” 

Of the duties of the faithful widow to her 
departed husband he says: “She prays for his 
soul, and begs repose for him and his company 
in the first resurrection, and offers (sacrifice) 
on the anniversary of his death. For if she 
does not these things, she as much as lies in 
her, divorced him.” 

The yearly sacrifices for the dead, offered in 
the second century, are in keeping with our 
yearly sacrifices of the Mass on All Souls’ Day. 

St. Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, and mar- 
tyred for the faith in the year 258, writes : 
“Tt is one thing to be cast into prison, not to 
be released till the last farthing is paid, and 
another thing, through the ardour of faith, 
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immediately to attain the reward. It is very 
different by long punishment for sin to be 
cleansed a long time by fire, and to have 
purged away all sin by suffering. ... The 
bishops, our predecessors, decreed that no 
brother when dying should name a clergyman 
to the guardianship or cave of his property, 
and if anyone should do this, that there should 
not be any offering made for him, nor sacrifice 
celebrated for his rest; for he does not merit 
to be named at the altar of God in the prayer 
of the priests. . . Since Victor, con- 
trary to the Council, has dared to constitute 
Geminius Faustinus, a priest, his guardian, let 
there be made by you no offering or prayer for 
his rest.” 

No testimony could be clearer than the 
above. 

Our next quotation is from St. Ambrose, 
Archbishop of Milan, who flourished in the . 
4th century, and died in 397.* 

In his funeral oration on the great Emperor 
Theodosius, he says: “Give perfect rest to Thy 
servant Theodosius, that rest which Thou hast 
prepared for thy Saints. I loved him, there- 
fore, I will follow him into the country of the 


* For the quotations from the Fathers, Latin and 
Greck, and for the Councils and Liturgies of the Church, 
we refer our readers to “ Bellarminus De Purgatorio,” 
Hibs 110s, 1V., Voy Vay 
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living. Neither will I forsake him, till by 
tears and prayers, I shall bring the man 
whither his merits call him into the holy moun- 
tain of the Lord.” 

In his letter to Faustinus, who grieved im- 
moderately at the death of his sister, he 
writes: “TI do not think that your sister ought 
to excite your tears, but your prayers; nor 
that her soul is to be dishonoured by weeping, 
but rather recommended to God by sacrifice.” 

We shall next quote St. Augustine, the 
glory of the Catholic Church, one of the great- 
est, if not the very greatest mind of Christen- 
dom. Born at Tageste, a small town of Nu- 
midia, in Africa, in the year 354, and died in 
430. He narrates the request of his 
holy mother, St. Monica, on her death-bed: 
“Place this body anywhere; be not troubled 
about it; this only I ask of you, that you re- 
member me at the altar of the Lord wherever 
you be.” 

“We must not omit supplication for the souls 
of the dead which the Church undertakes to 
make for all those who have died in the Chris- 
tian and Catholic Society. “. . Nor is 
it to be denicd that the souls of the departed 
are relieved by the piety of their living friends, 
when the Sacrifice of the Mediator is offered 
for them, or alms are given in the Church. 
But these things are profitable to those who, 
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while they lived deserved that they might avail 
them. There is a life so good as not to require 
them; and there is another so wicked that 
after death it can receive no benefit from them. 
When, therefore, sacrifices of the altar or alms 
are offered for all Christians, for the very good 
they are thanksgivings; they are propitiations 
for those who are not very bad. For the 
wicked they are some sort of comfort for the 
living.” 

St. Nene a contemporary of St. Augus- 
tine, and who died in the year 420, writes to 
the widower Pammactius: “Other husbands 
strew violets, hlies, and purple flowers on the 
tombs of their wives; our Pammactius waters 
the holy ashes and venerated bones with the 
balm of alms . . . knowing that it is 
written as water extinguishes fire, so does alms 
sin.” Here the great doctox evidently refers 
to Purgatory. For in Heaven there is no sin, 
whilst in hell the sins there can never be re- 
mitted. 

St. Ceasar, Archbishop of Arls, who flour- 
ished in the sixth century, writes: “If we 
neither return thanks to God in tribulation, 
nor redeem sin with good works, we shall stay 
in the fire of Purgatory till the above-named 
small sins be consumed like wood, hay and 
stubble. . . . But someone may say: ‘T 
don’t mind how long I stay there if at length I 
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arrive at eternal life.” Let no one say this, 
dearest brethren, because the fire of Purgatory 
shall be severer than any punishment that be 
either thought of, or seen, or felt in this world. 
How can anyone know whether he is about to 
pass through that fire for days, months, or 
perhaps years?” 

We shall end quotations from the Latin 
Fathers by one text from St. Gregory the 
Great, who sat in the Chair of Peter from 590 
to 604. 

The learned and holy Pontiff writes: “They 
who had the perfection of a good will in the 
confession of sin after death, pass by the fire 
of Purgatory to life, if they may not have a 
sufficient amount of love to wash away their 
sins; hence St. Paul says: ‘They are saved so 
as by fire.” But let the sinner, who has de- 
served to be saved by fire there, supply by 
affliction of the flesh that defect of ardent love 
which he knows he wants.” 

We might cite many other quotations; but 
from the above Latin Father it is as clear as 
daylight that the Catholic doctrine of Purga- 
tory was taught and believed in the earliest 
centuries of the Church as in the nineteenth. 


Section VII. 
The Greek Fathers. 


St. Basi, the Great Bishop of Ceasarea in 
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Cappadocia, who flourished in the third and 
fourth century, writes: “I consider that the 
active athletes of God, who fought bravely with 
invisible enemies during all their lives, when 
arrived at the end of life, shall be examined by 
the prince of the world, so that if they have 
been found either with wounds after the con- 
tests, or any stains or relics of sin, they shall 
be detained. But if they be found without 
wounds or stains, as victorious and free they 
would be translated by Christ to rest.” It is 
clear from this text that the souls without spot 
or stain at the hour of death are translated to 
Paradise, and the souls with stains and relics 
of sin are detained in Purgatory to expiate 
them. 

St. Cyril of Jerusalem, a light of the fourth 
century, writes: “ We remember those that are 
deceased, first the Patriarchs, the Apostles, and 
martyrs, that God would receive our supplica- 
tions, through their prayers and intercession. 
Then we pray for our fathers and bishops, and 
in general for all among us who are departed 
this life, belicving that it will be the greatest 
relief to them for whom it is made while the 
holy and tremendous victim lies present. 

Will He not grant them a remission of their 
banishment? In like manner, we offering. our 
prayers for the dead, though they are sinners, 
offer not a crown, but Christ sacrificed for our 
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sins, studying to render the merciful God pro- 
pitious to us and to them.” 

St. John Chrysostom, Patriarch of Constanti- 
nople, the glory and defender of the Church, 
who ended his life in exile in 407, is equally 
clear on the doctrine of Purgatory. 

The Saint reckons it amongst the many 
dreadful obligations of a priest, that he is the 
intercessor to God for the sins of the living and 
dead.” . . . . It is not in vain that in the 
Divine mysteries we remember the dead, ap- 
pearing in their behalf, praying the Lamb who 
has taken away the sins of the world that com- 
fort may thence be derived upon them. He 
who stands at the altar cries out not in vain. 
Let us pray for them who have slept in Christ. 
Let us not fail to succour the departed ; for the 
common expiation of the world is offered. 

St. Epherm, the glory of the Syriac Church, 
who was born at Nisibis on the banks of the 
Euphrates, and died in the year 378, in his 
testament entreats his friends to offer for him 
after his death, alms, prayers, and oblations (or 
Masses), especially on the thirtieth day. So in 
the fourth century there was the month’s mind 
for the dead; the same as we have to-day. The 
faith of the Catholic Church, like her Divine 
Founder Jesus Christ Himself, is the same 
“yesterday and to-day, and the same for ever ” 
(Heb. xiii. 8). 
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Section VIII. 

The English Fathers on Purgatory. 
Tue English Church was remarkable for her 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin, and to the souls 
in Purgatory. Alas! how changed on both de- 
votions. The withering curse of heresy! 

We shall insert only a few of the many tes- 
timonies of the English Church up to the Re- 
formation in favour of the Catholic doctrine of 
Purgatory. The following is quite sufficient to 
prove our point :— 

“Tt appears,” writes Rev. Alban Butler, a 
great authority,* “from Ven. Bede’s history, 
and the account of his death, also from a great 
number of letters of Saint Boniface, St. Lullus, 
and others, how earnest and careful our ances- 
tors were, from their first conversion to the 
faith, in mutually desiring and offering sacri- 
fices and prayers for their deceased brethren, 
even in distant countries. In the foundations 
of churches, monasteries, and colleges, in pious 
instruments of donations, charters, sepulchral 
monuments, accounts of funerals, or last wills 
and testaments, as high as any extant, from 
the time of Constantine the Great, especially 
from the sixth and seventh ages downwards, 
mention is usually made of prayer for the dead. 
In the great provincial council of all the 


*All Souls, P. 345. 
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bishops subject to the metropolitical see of Can- 
terbury, held at Cealchythe, or Celchythe, by 
Archbishop Wulfred, in presence of the 
King of Mercia, with his princes and great 
officers, in 816, it was enacted: ‘As soon as a 
bishop is dead, let prayers and alms forthwith 
be offered. At the sounding of a signal in every 
church throughout our parishes, let every con- 
gregation of the servants of God meet at the 
basilic, and there sing thirty psalms together, 
for the soul of the deceased. Afterwards let 
every prelate and abbot sing six hundred 
psalms, and cause one hundred and twenty 
masses to be celebrated, and set at liberty three 
slaves, and give three shillings to every one of 
them; and let all the servants of God fast one 
day. And for thirty days after the canonical 
hours are finished in the assembly, let seven 
belts of Pater Nosters also be sung for him. 
And when this is done, let the Obit be renewed 
on the thirtieth day (z.c., dirge and mass sung 
with the utmost solemnity). And let them act 
with as much fidelity in this respect in all 
churches as they do by custom for the faithful 
of their own family, by praying for them, that 
by the favour of common intercession, they 
may deserve to receieve the eternal kingdom 
which is common to all the saints.’ What was 
here ordered for bishops was customary in each 
family for their own friends, sacrifices being 
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continued for thirty days; doles distributed, 
which were alms for the repose of the departed 
soul; and beadsmen and beadswomen for alms 
received, were obliged to say the beads daily 
at the tomb of the deceased person; monu- 
ments of which are found on many ancient 
gravestones ; and in the old writings of all our 
churches, where such things have escaped the 
injuries of the times. St. Odilo, Abbot of 
Cluni, in 998, instituted the commemoration of 
all the faithful departed in all the monasteries 
of his congregation, on the lst of November ; 
which was soon adopted by the whole western 
church. The council of Oxford, in 1222, de 
clared it a holiday of the second class, on which 
certain necessary and important kinds of work 
were allowed. Some dioceses kept it a holiday 
of precept till noon; only those of Vienne and 
Tours and the order of Cluni the whole day ; 
in most places it is only a day of devotion. 
The Greeks have long kept on Suturday seven- 
night before Lent, and on Saturday before 
Whit Sunday, the solemn commemoration of 
all the faithful departed; but offer up Mass 
every Saturday for them.” 


Srotion IX. 
The Irish Fathers on Purgatory. 


We have reserved on purpose, for the last, 
testimonies in favour of Purgatory from our 
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own beloved Church of Erin, the Church of 
our glorious Apostle St. Patrick, of St. Brigid, 
the “Mary of Erin,” of St. Columba and his 
Saints of Iona, St. Columbanus, and the thou- 
sands of Irish Saints and Missioners who evan- 
gelised the most part of Europe, and the many 
martyrs who fertilised by their blood the vine- 
yard of the Lord. 

St. Patrick’s Missal, called “ Cursus Scoto- 
rum.”* This famous Missal was used in the 
Greek and Latin Church. In the Latin Church 
it was used in Lerins and Troy and Arles, and 
given to St. Patrick by St. German of Auxerre. 
Mabillon found a copy of it in the famous 
monastery of Bobbio in Italy, founded by St. 
Columbanus. That great scholar pronounced 
the copy to be at least a thousand years old. It 
was used in the Irish Church, from the days of 
St. Patrick to the end of the sixth century. In 
this Missal there are two Masses for the dead ; 
one is a general Mass for all, the other is a 
particular Mass for deceased priests. How like 
the Roman Missal of to-day! 

Let us insert a few prayers from this ancient 
Missal. In the Mass for the dead: “Grant, O 
Lord, to him Thy servant deceased, the pardon 
of all his sins in that secret abode, where there 


* This Missal is also called the Missal of St. Colum- 
banus, and the Bobbio Missal (Cardinal Moran, Lectures, 
etc., p. 95). 
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is no longer room for penance; do Thou, O 
Christ, receive the soul of Thy servant, which 
Thou hast given, and forgive him his tres- 
passes more abundantly than he has forgiven 
who have trespassed against him.” In the Mass 
for the dead, we translate the following prayer : 
“ Propitiously grant that this sacred oblation 
may be profitable to the dead in obtaining par- 
don; and to the living in obtaining salvation ; 
grant to them (the dead as well as the living) 
the full remission of all their sins, and that in- 
dulgence which they have always deserved.” 

So in the Missal read at the altar fourteen 
hundred years ago, we find Mass and prayers 
for the dead just as in the Roman Missal of 
to-day ! 

THE STOWE, MISSAL. 


According to learned Irish scholars, Protes- 
tant as well as Catholic, this Missal belonged 
to some church in Munster, and in all proba- 
bility to the Monastery of Lorha, Lower Or- 
mond, Co. Tipperary; and was used by its 
founder, St. Ruadhana, in the sixth century. 

In this Missal is found Missa Apostolorum 
(Mass of the Apostles), Missa Martyrum (Mass 
of the Martyrs), Missa Sanctorum Virginum 
(Mass of the Holy Virgins), and Missa Pro 
Mortuis (Mass for the Dead).* So in this an- 


Ir Cardinal Moran, Lectures, p. 164, 
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cient Missal of the sixth century we find Mass 
for the dead as in the Roman Missal of 
to-day ! 


Tur Canons oF THE ANCIENT Irish CHURCH. 


In one Synod we find the following: “The 
Church offers for the souls of the deceased in 
four ways: for the very good the oblations are 
simply thanksgiving; for the very bad they 
become consolation for the living; for such as 
were not very good the oblations are made in 
order to obtain full remission; and for those 
who were not very bad that their punishment 
may be rendered more tolerable.” 

Another Canon of a very ancient Synod 
prescribes: “The Church now offers the sacri- 
fice to God in many ways (for many reasons) ; 
first for itself; secondly, for the commemora- 
tion of Jesus Christ ; and thirdly, for the souls 
of the departed.” 

In the twelfth Canon of the ancient Synod 
of St. Patrick we read: “Hear the Apostle 
saying there is a sin unto death. I do not say 
that for it anyone do pray. And the Lord 
said: Do not give the holy to dogs. For he 
who will not deserve to receive the sacrifice 
during his life, how can it help him after his 
death.” 

It is recorded in an ancient life of St. Ita, 
patroness of the diocese of Limerick, and who 
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lived in the sixth century, that “she had con- 
stantly prayed for the soul of her uncle, and 
that alms had been given by his sons for his 
soul.” 


Srotion X. 


The Doctrine of Purgatory proved from 
Councils and Inturgies. 


In the preceding Section we have given at 
considerable length quotations from the Li- 
turgy and Canons of the Ancient Irish Church. 
As a rule the Church does not define any ar- 
ticles of Faith till the Dogma is attacked by 
heretics. Thus the fundamental Dogma of 
Christianity, the Divinity, was defined in the 
Council of Nice in the year 325 against the 
Arian heresy. No wonder then we have no 
direct definition on Purgatory before the Coun- 
cil of Trent, because up to the Reformation 
it was not denied by any person or party of 
note. But there is reference incidentally to 
it in very many Councils. We shall cite only 
a few of the many. 

The Third Council of Carthage, held in the 
year 390, says: “It hath pleased that the mys- 
teries of the altar should be celebrated only 
by one who if fasting, for if the recommenda: 
tion of any deceased persons is to be made in 
the afternoon .7. . let it be done by 
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prayers alone.” The Third Council of Car- 
thage, held in 390, speaks in clearer language: 
“Tf penitents who shall have exactly fulfilled 
the laws of repentance, may happen to die on 
a journey or at sea . . . let their memory 
be commemorated by prayers and sacrifice.” 
The Second Council of Braca, in Portugal, 
held in the year 563, decreed “that no com- 
memoration in the sacrifice should be made 
for those who die by the sword or by poison 
bias or any other way cause violent death 
to themselves, nor that their dead _ bodies 
should be borne to the grave with psalms.” 
The Council of Chalons, held in the year 813, 
decreed “It has seemed good to us that in all 
celebrations of Masses, at a suitable part, a 
prayer should be. offered to God for the souls 
of the dead . .-. Holy Church retains this 
custom from of old.” 
Only one quotation more. The Ecumenical 
Council of Florence, held in‘ 1439, declares: 
“ Likewise if true penitents depart in the char- 
ity of God, before they have made satisfaction 
for their sins, of commission and omission, by 
worthy fruits of repentance, their souls are 
cleansed by purgatorial fires after death, and 
that they may be relieved from their pains, 
the suffrages of the faithful, who are alive, 
are of advantage to them, that is, sacrifices of 
Masses, prayers, and alms, and other offices of 
piety, which are accustomed to be done by the 
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faithful for other faithful according to the 
custom of the Church.”* 

In a very ancient Liturgy which is attributed 
to St. Peter, Pope Innocent I. in the fifth cen- 
tury says: “It has been delivered by the 
Prince of the Apostles, St. Peter, to the Roman 
Church. In this Liturgy we find the very 
same prayer, the very same Memento for the 
dead, that is said in the Missal of to-day. “ Re- 
member also, O Lord, Thy servants and Thy 
maidservants, &c., to them, and all that rest in 
Christ. We pray Thee to grant a place of re- 
freshment and light.” We might cite many 
passages from the Gallican and Ambrosian 
Liturgies in the early centuries in which there 
are Masses and prayers for the dead. 

In the Oriental Communities, separated from 
the Catholic Church since the fifth and sixth 
centuries, in their Liturgies are Masses and 
prayer for the dead. 

We might quote many passages from the 
Syriac, Greek, Coptic, Armenian, Aigyptian, 
Adthiopian Liturgies in favour of Purgatory. 

Cne very old Liturgy bearing the name of 
St. James has been in use from the earliest 
ages in the Oriental Church. In this Liturgy 
we find the following prayer: “ Remember also, 
O Lord, the orthodox priests long ago deceased, 


* “ Bellarminus De Purgatorio,” Lib. 1, ¢. x., p.1351 
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the deacons and sub-deacons. . . Give rest to 
their souls, bodies, and spirits . . . render- 
ing them worthy of the joy which is in the 
bosom of Abraham.” 

We shall give one quotation more. In a 
every ancient Liturgy found in the Apostolic 
Constitutions, we read the following prayer for 
the dead: “For our brethren who have gone 
to rest. in Christ, let us pray that God, the 
Lover of men, who hath received the soul of a 
dead man, may remit to him voluntary and 
involuntary sin; and being rendered propitious 
and clement, may place him in the region of 
the pious who rest in the bosom of Abraham.” 


Section XI. 


The Doctrine of Purgatory Conformable to 
Reason and Common Sense. 


WE all hope, with God’s blessing, to escape 
hell. We hope not to die in mortal sin. Our 
daily prayer ought be never to offend God by 
mortal sin; to pray that God may rather take 
away our life, than the life of our souls, which 
is sanctifying grace. Or if in the evil hour, in 
the dark midnight of temptation, we have the 
misfortune to fall, that God may give us grace 
to rise again ; that we may never spend a week, 
ney, a day or night, in mortal sin. 
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The Saints go straight to Heaven. The chil- 
dren, who have not yet come to the use of 
reason to offend God; the sinless holy souls, 
like Saints Aloysius, Stanislaus, John Berch- 
mans; the great penitents, like Saints Peter 
and Paul, St. Mary Magdalen, St. Augustin, 
and countless others, the legion of martyrs who 
washed their robes in “ the Blood of the Lamb” 
—all go straight, at the moment of their death, 
to Paradise. 

Jesus died for all mankind—Jew and Gen- 
tile. Now if none went to Heaven but the. 
above, we may well pronounce Redemption a 
failure, and the Precious Blood of Jesus shed 
in vain. We, the great bulk of Christians, the 
ordinary Christians of every.age, hope to escape 
hell, and one day to enjoy Heaven. 

Nothing defiled can enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. The soul must be as clear as crystal, 
as pure as the sunbeam, as white as the virgin 
snow, before she can see God. We, the great 
bulk of mankind, cannot presume to such sanc- 
tity and purity at the hour of death. When we 
examine our souls, our lives, before the lamp 
of the Sanctuary, in the light of the Holy 
Ghost, what do we find. The sins of our youth, 
the sins of manhood, the sins of our gray hairs. 
The sins of deeds, omissions, and thoughts. 
The secret hidden sins, known to God alone. 
What a legion nses up before the soul! . We 
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may appear good before man; perhaps in the 
sight of God we are more wicked and guilty 
than the penitent Magdalen. 

To atone for our guilt, what have been our 
sighs, our tears, our penances? None. We 
know that for every mortal sin, even when for- 
given in the Sacrament of Penance, there usu- 
ally remains a temporal debt, which must be 
atoned for, blotted out here by penance, or 
some place hereafter. We see our mortal sins 
—some ten, some a thousand, others can’t 
count their numbers. There is little or no pen- 
ance to cancel the heavy debt; yet “the last 
farthing” must be paid, every blot and stain 
wiped out. Hence, having escaped hell, and 
not fit for Heaven, it is in keeping with the 
infinite wisdom and mercy of God to create a 
third place, called Purgatory, for the purifica- 
tion and sanctification of the above-described 
souls. Purgatory is, therefore, the invention 
and creation of God’s Wisdom and Mercy, the 
hope and consolation of the great bulk of Chris- 
tians; and hence a doctrine most conformable 
to reason and sound common sense. 

Pagan philosophers and poets, like Plato, 
Socrates, Zoroaster, Homer, and Virgil, with- 
out a ray of revelation, by the pure light of 
reason, have written and sung of a place of 
expiation in the next life. Modern infidel 
philosophers, writing on the subject, have gone 
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so far as to say: Were there no Divine revela- 
tion on the subject, it would be necessary to 
invent a third place, to satisfy sound reason, as 
well as the rights, longings, and cravings of the 
human soul and heart.* 

To sum up. The Book of Machabees held, 
as inspired by the Catholic Church, proves a 
middle state. This doctrine is confirmed by 
several texts in the New Testament. The Tra- 
ditions from earliest ages, of the Latin, Greek, 
English, and Irish Fathers attest the same 
faith. Councils and Liturgies of all ages, to the 
days of the Apostles, bear testimony to the 
same doctrine. The doctrine of Purgatory is 
conformable to sound reason and common 
sense; further still, is in keeping with the 
Divine Mercy and Providence of God for the 
salvation of souls, redeemed by the Precious 
Blood of His Divine Son. 

We might produce many other testimonies, 
especially from '‘l'radition, Councils, and Litur- 
gies. The above, we believe, prove the exist- 
ence of Purgatory to demonstration, and can- 
not fail to bring conviction to the candid Chris- 
tian. 

We repeat, what we have elsewhere stated. 
One of two propositions must be necessarily 
admitted; either the Church from the very 


* Perrone, p. 136. 
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beginning was teaching error, which is opposed 
to the promises of Christ; or that the doctrine 
of the Catholic Church on Purgatory is to-day 
the same as in every age up to the days of the 
Apostles. 

Devotion, not controversy, is our chief aim. 
In this age of inquiry and research, when the 
bold spirit of infidelity stalks abroad, every 
Catholic ought to be able to give an account 
of the faith that is in him; defend it with in- 
teligence and knowledge; and stand up 
proudly for the glorious faith of his fathers. 
That‘is why we have. devoted so many pages 
of our little book to the proofs of the doctrine 
of Purgatory. ; 

The faith, like God Himself, is immutable. 
“Jesus Christ yesterday and to-day and the 
same for ever” (Heb. xiii. 8). 

How holy and consoling are the doctrines of 
the Catholic Church! The same Divine Hand 
that created the human soul, and moulded 
from clay the heart of man, instituted His 
Divine religion to satisfy the wants and 
cravings of humanity. 

God has instilled into the heart of man a 
tender, warm love for family and dear friends ; 
and when the link or ties are severed by death, 
the affection is intensified for the dear de- 
parted. How beautiful the doctrine of Pur- 
gatory! We can follow, and so to speak, live 
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with our dear departed. The fond child can 
follow her dear parents beyond the grave, and 
help them to glories of Paradise. Though 
absent, dear friends know and feel the sweet- 
ness of company. Such is the Church militant 
and the Church suffering. 

The Protestant doctrine snaps, sunders all 
love and connection between the living and 
the dead. To dear loving souls it is more cruel 
than death and colder than the grave. Daily and 
hourly we can never thank God, as we ought, 
that we are children of the Catholic Church. 


PIOUS REFLECTIONS. 


Heaven. 


HEAVEN is the prize. Heaven means the 
Beatific Vision; that means the presence, 
the possession, the enjoyments of God for all 
eternity. Ever and for Ever! God and for 
all eternity! During millions of years, as 
countless as the stars in the heavens, as drops 
of water in the oceans, the soul spends all eter- 
nity, bathed, absorbed, lost in the infinite love 
of God. “They shall be inebriated with the 
plenty of Thy house, and Thou shalt make 
drink of the torrents of Thy pleasures” (Ps. 
xxx. 9). “ And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
nor mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow shall be 
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any more, for the former things have passed 
away ” (Apoc. xxi. 4). 


Hell. 


Hell the eternal abode of the fallen Angels 
and the damned souls for all eternity. A ray 
of hope shall never shine upon the damned 
souls. “ Depart from Me you cursed into ever- 
lasting fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels” (Matt. xxv. 31). Holy Job describes 
Hell: “A land dark, and covered with the 
obscurity of death, and no order, but everlast- 
ing horror dwelleth” (Ch. x.) 

The Prophet Isaias says: “ Which of you 
can dwell with devouring flames? Which of 
you can dwell with everlasting burnings” (Ch. 
XXXlil. 4). 

St. Mark writes of Hell: “ Where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not extinguished . . . 
for everyone shall be salted with fire” (Mark 
ix. 42). 


Hternity of Heaven and Hell. 


Heaven and hell for ever and for ever! 
After as many countless millions of years as 
there are stars in the heavens, drops of water 
in the seas and mighty oceans, infinite atoms 
in the air, the joys of Heaven will be as sweet 
and serene as the first day; and the pains of 
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hell as intense and acute. “The worm shall 
never die, and the fire shall never be extin- 
guished.” “The smoke of their torments shall 
ascend up for ever and for ever.” 


PIOUS RESOLUTIONS. 


O Merciful Jesus! May Heaven be my 
home. May I one day see not only the Saints, 
Angels, and my Blessed Mother, the Queen of 
Heaven; but the Beatific Vision—God Him- 
self. Heaven is the prize; may I win it. To 
win Heaven I must labour for it, and be 
worthy of it. To secure Heaven I resolve to 
be most attentive to all my religious duties, 
viz., morning and night prayers, the examen of 
conscience, Rosary and devotions to the 
Blessed Virgin; but beyond all, to frequent 
the Sacraments once a week, as St. Liguori re- 
commends, but at least once a month. 

O Merciful Jesus! Save me from hell, the 
eternal abode of devils and damned souls. 
‘Were there no mortal sin, there would be no 
hell. Mortal sin is the fuel that lights up the 
flames of hell. 

To escape hell I resolve to avoid all mortal 
sins, and the proximate occasions of mortal 
sin. The true client of Mary was never 
damned; hence, secondly, I resolve every day 
of my life to visit an altar, statue, or even 
some little picture of our Blessed Lady, and 
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there offer to her some prayers, that through 
her intercession I may never offend her Divine 
Son Jesus by one mortal sin. 


PRAYERS. 


“Have mercy on me, O God, according to 
Thy great mercy. And according to the mul- 
titude of Thy tender mercies blot out my ini- 
quities. Wash me yet more from my iniquity ; 
and cleanse me from my sin . . . Turn 
away Thy face from my sins, and blot out all 
my iniquities. Create a clean heart in me, 
O God, and renew a right spirit within my 
bowels ” (Ps. 1.). 

O Sweet Jesus! may I die rather than offend 
Thee by one mortal sin. 

O Merciful Jesus! Wash away all my past 
sins in Thy Precious Blood. I hate and detest 
them from the bottom of my heart. O dear 
Jesus! when I am weak make me strong. In 
the dark hour of temptation, O Jesus! be with 
me, and save me. O good God! save me from 
sin and the occasions of sin. O Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of Mercy and Refuge of Sinners, 
pray for me “now and at the hour of my 
death.” All you Argels and Saints in Heaven, 
ye holy souls in Purgatory, pray that I may 
wever offend God by one mortal sin. 


Lhe Place or Location of Purgatory. 47 


CHAPTER II, 
Section I. 
The Place or Location of Purgatory. 


Fairy has not defined the place or location of 
Purgatory. The learned Bellarmin says:— 
“Theologians are almost unanimous in teach- 
ing that Purgatory, at least, the ordinary place 
of expiation, is situated in the interior of the 
earth ; and that the souls in Purgatory and the 
reprobate are in the same subterranean space 
in the deep abyss, the Scripture calls hell. 

St. Thomas writes: “A very probable 
opinion, and one which, moreover, corresponds 
with the words of the Saints in particular re- 
velations is, that Purgatory has a double place 
for expiation. The first will be destined for 
the generality of souls, and is situated below, 
near hell; the second will be for particular 
cases, and it is from thence that so many ap- 
paritions occur.” 

The same Angel of the Schools says that 
sometimes Divine Justice assigns a special 
place of purification to certain souls, and even 
permits them to appear, either to instruct the 
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living, or to procure for the departed the 
suffrages of which they stand in need; some- 
times also for other motives worthy “of the 
wisdom and mercy of God. 

Hence, the pious belief among the simple 
faithful of the apparition of departed friends, 
begging alms, prayers, and Masses for their 
relief, is no foolish superstition, but a tradition 
handed down, and believed in, by the greatest 
Saints and most learned Doctors of the 
Church.* 

We shall here insert a few passages from the 
lives of the Saints which are to our point, 
and yet more, are edifying lectures to our 
pious readers 

St. Teresa had the greatest devotion to the 
souls in Purgatory, and hence, to reward her, 
God frequently showed her the soul she had 
delivered. The souls thus delivered came from 
the bowels of the earth. 

“T received,” she writes, “tidings of the 
death of a religious who had formerly been 
Provincial of that province, and afterwards 
of another. I was acquainted with him, and 
he had rendered me great service. This in- 
teligence caused me great uneasiness. Al- 
though this man was commendable for many 
virtues, I was apprehensive for the salvation 
of his soul, because he had been superior for 


*Schouppe, p. 7. 


. 
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the space of twenty years, and I always fear 
much for those who are charged with the care 
of souls. 

Much grieved, I went to an oratory; there 
I conjured our Divine Lord to apply to this 
Religious the lhttle good I had done during 
my life, and to supply the rest by His infinite 
merits, in order that this soul might be freed 
from Purgatory. 

Whilst I besought this grace with all the fer- 
vour of which I was capable, I saw on my 
right side this soul come forth from the depths 
of the earth, and ascend into Heaven in 
transports of joy. Although this priest was 
advanced in years, he appeared to me with the 
features of a man who had not yet attained 
the age of thirty, and with a countenance re- 
splendent with light. 

This vision, though very short, left me inun- 
dated with joy, and without a shadow of 
doubt as to the truth of what I had seen. 
As I was separated by a great distance from 
the place where this servant of God had ended 
his days, it was some time before I learned the 
particulars of his edifying death; all those who 
were witnesses of it could not behold without 
admiration how he preserved consciousness to 
the last moment, the tears he shed, and the 
sentiments of humility with which he surren- 


dered his soul to God. 
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A Religious of my community, a great 
servant of God, had been dead not quite two 
days. We were saying the Office for the Dead 
f_r her in choir, a sister was reading the lesson 
and I was standing to say the versicle. When 
half of the lesson had been said, I saw the soul 
of this Religious come forth from the depths of 
the earth, like the one of which I have just 
spoken, and go to Heaven. 

In this same monastery there died, at the 
age of eighteen or twenty years, another Re- 
ligious, a true model of fervour, regularity, 
and virtue. Her life hed been but a tissue 
of maladies and sufferings patiently endured 
I had no doubt, after having seen her live thus, 
that she had more than sufficient merits tea 
exempt her from Purgatory. Nevertheless, 
whilst I was at office, before she was interred, 
and about a quarter of an hour after her 
death, I saw her soul likewise issue from the 
earth and rise to Heaven.” 

We shall conclude with two revelations 
more. “In the year 1557, whilst St. 
Louis Bertrand resided at the convent 
of Valentia, the pest broke out in that city. 
The terrible plague spread rapidly, threaten- 
ing to exterminate the inhabitants, and each 
one trembled for his life. A Religious of the 
community, wishing to prepare himself fer- 
vently for death, made a general confession of 
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his whole life to the saint; and on leaving him 
said, ‘ Father, if it should now please God to 
call me, I shall return and make known to 
you my condition in the other hfe.’ He died 
a short time afterwards, and the following 
night he appeared to the saint. He told him 
that he was detained in Purgatory on account 
of a few slight faults which remained to be 
expiated, and begged the saint to recommend 
him to the community. St. Louis communi- 
cated the request immediately to the Prior, 
who hastened to recommend the soul of the 
departed to the prayers and holy sacrifices of 
the brethren assembled in chapter. 

Six days later a man of the town, who knew 
nothing of what had passed at the convent, 
came to make his confession to Father Louis, 
and told him ‘that the soul of Father Clement 
had appeared to him. He saw, he said, ‘ the 
earth open, and the soul of the deceased Father 
come forth all glorious; it resembled,’ he ad- 
ded, ‘a resplendent star, which rose through 
the air towards Heaven.’ ” 

We read in the life of St. Magdalen de 
Pazzi, written by her confessor, Father Cepari, 
of the Company of Jesus, that this servant of 
God was made witness of the deliverance of a 
soul under the following circumstances :—“One 
of her sisters in religion had died some time 
previous, when the saint being one day in 
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prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, saw issue 
from the earth the soul of that sister, still 
vaptive in the dungeons of Purgatory. She 
was enveloped in a mantle of flames, under 
which a robe of dazzling whiteness protected 
her from the fierce heat of the fire; and she 
remained an entire hour at the foot of the altar 
adoring in inexpressible annihilation the 
hidden God of the Eucharist. 

“This hour of adoration, which Magdalen 
saw her perform was the last of her penance ; 
that hour passed, she arose and took her flight 
to Heaven.” 

According to St Thomas, the Angel of the 
Schools, and’ many other Saints, God often 
designs certain places for souls to expiate their 
Purgatory. God’s Providence sometimes sends 
souls to atone for their sins to the very place 
they committed them. We have many private 
revelations to that effect. Of course, these re- 
velations are no matter of faith. Everybody 
is free to receive or reject them; yet as coming 
from God’s great servants, they are to be 
treated at least with reverence. We shall 
give only a few examples. 

We read in the chronicles of the Friars 
Minors that Blessed Stephen, Religious of the 
Order, had a singular devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament, so that he passed a part of the 
night in adoration before it. On one occasion, 
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being alone in the chapel, the darkness broken 
only by the faint glimmer of the little lamp, 
he suddenly perceived a Religious in one of the 
stalls. Stephen approached him, and asked 
if he had permission to leave his cell at such an 
hour. “I am a deceased Religious,” he replied. 
“Here, by a decree of God’s justice, must I 
undergo my Purgatory, because here I sinned 
by tepidity and negligence at the Divine Office. 
The Lord permits me to make known my 
state to you, that you may assist me by your 
prayers.” 

Touched with these words, Blessed Stephen 
immediately knelt down to recite the De Pro- 
fundis and other prayers; and he noticed that 
whilst he prayed the features of the deceased 
bore an expression of joy. Several times, 
during the following nights, he saw the appari- 
tion in the same manner, but more happy 
each time as it approached the term of its de- 
liverance. Finally, after the last prayer of 
Blessed Stephen, it arose all radiant from the 
stall, expressed its gratitude to its liberator, 
and disappeared in the brightness of glory: 

The following is taken from the Dialogues 
of St Gregory the Great :— 

“Whilst I was young and still a layman, I 
heard told to the seniors, who were well in- 
formed men, how the Deacon, | Paschasius, 
appeared to Germain, Bishop of Capua. Pas- 
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chasius, Deacon of the Apostolic See, .whose 
books on the Holy Ghost are still extant, was a 
man of eminent sanctity, devoted to works of 
charity, zealous for the relief of the poor, and 
most forgetful of self. A dispute having 
atisen concerning a pontificial election, Pas- 
chasius separated himself from the Bishops, 
and joined the party disapproved by the epis- 
copacy- Soon after this he died, with a 
reputation for sanctity which God confirmed 
by a miracle; an instantaneous cure was 
effected on the day of the funeral by the simple 
touch of his dalmatic. Long after this, Ger- 
main, Bishop of Capua, was sent by the 
physicians to the baths of St. Angelo. What 
was his astonishment to find the same Deacon 
Paschasius employed in the most menial offices 
at the baths! ‘I here expiate,’ said the ap- 
parition, ‘the wrong I did by adhering to the 
wrong party. I beseech of you, pray to the 
Lord for me; you will know that you have 
been heard when you shall no longer see me 
in these places.’ 

“Germain began to pray for the deceased, and 
after a few days, returning to the baths sought 
in vain for Paschasius, who had disappeared. 
He had but to undergo a temporary punish- 
ment,” says St. Gregory, “because he had 
sinned through ignorance and not through 
malice.” 
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“The same Pope speaks of a priest of Cen- 
tumcelle, now Civita Vecchia, who also went 
to the warm baths A man presented himself 
to serve him in the most menial offices, and 
for several days waited on him with the most 
extreme kindness, and even eagerness. The 
good priest, thinking that he ought to reward 
so much attention, came the next day with two 
loaves of blessed bread, and, after having re- 
ceived the usual assistance of his kind servant, 
offered him the loaves. The servant, with 
a sad countenance, replied: ‘Why, Father, do 
you offer me this bread? I cannot eat it. I, 
whom you see, was formerly the master of 
this place, and, after my death, I was sent 
back to the condition in which you see me, 
for the expiation of my faults. If you wish 
to do me good, ah! offer up for me the Bread 
of the Eucharist.’, 

“ At these words he suddenly disappeared, 
and he whom the priest had thought to be a 
man, showed by vanishing that he was but a 
spirit 

“For a whole week the good priest devoted 
himself to works of penance, and each day 
offered up the Sacred Host in favour of the 
departed one; then, having returned to the 
same baths, he no longer found his faithful 
servant, and concluded that he had been de- 
livered.” 


56 The Place or Location of Purgatory. 


We have before us very many revelations 
like the above, showing that Divine Justice 
assigns certain places, sometimes where the sin 
was committed, to some souls to expiate the 
punishment due to their sins. 

We have only to believe, adore, and thank 
God’s_ Providence, and contemplating the 
Divine Mysteries, ery out with the Apostle, 
“O the depth of the riches of the wisdom and 
of the knowledge of God! How incompre- 
hensible are his judgments, and how unsearch- 
able His ways” (St. Paul, Rom. xi, 33). 

The members of the Church triumphant 
in Paradise, and suffering in Purgatory, are 
resigned to the Divine Will. Let us, members 
of the Church militant on earth, take up their 
motto. In joy, in pain, in sorrow, in suffering, 
nay, in death, let our prayer be “ Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in Heaven.” Our 
Blessed Lord has given the example. In His 
sorrow and anguish even “unto death” in the 
garden of Gethsemani, when the green grass 
beneath the olive tree was purpled by the 
Precious Blood of Redemption, our Saviour 
prayed, “ My Father, if it be possible, let this 
chalice pass from Me. Nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as Thou wilt” (Matt. xxvi. 89). 

To every Christian in pain, sorrow, and 
affliction, how beautiful and sublime is the 


prayer of holy Job in the darkest midnight of 
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_his abandonment, humiliation, and suffering, 
“Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return thither; The Lord gave 
and the Lord has taken away; as it hath 
pleased the Lord, so it is done: Blessed be 
the Name of the Lord” (i, 21).* 


*For the Visions, Apparitions, and Revelations 
often quoted, the reader is referred to the works of 
Father Rossignoli, “ Merneilles Divine dans les Ames de 
Purgatoire,” Father Schouppe, Purgatory, Belleminus, 
the Cursus Gompletus, and The Acta Sanitorum. 
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Srecrion II. 


The pains of Purgatory; the pain of sense, 
the fire materval. 


We hope we have proved, even to demonstra- 
tion, two articles which are of faith; viz., there 
is a Purgatory, and that the souls there de- 
tained are helped by the suffrages of the faith- 
ful, but especially by the acceptable sacrifice of 
the altar” (Sess. xxx.). To instruct and edify 
the pious faithful, we shall insert the full page 
of the Infallible Council of Trent: — 
“Whereas the Catholic Church, instructed 
by the Holy Ghost, has from the sacred writ- 
ings and the ancient traditions of the Fathers, 
taught in sacred Councils, and very recently in 
Ecumenical Synod, that there is a Purgatory, 
and that the souls there detained are helped 
by the suffrages of the faithful, but principally 
by the acceptable sacrifice of the altar; the 
holy Synod enjoins on bishops that they dili- 
gently endeavour that the sound doctrine con- 
cerning Purgatory, transmitted by the holy 
Fathers and sacred Councils, be believed, main- 
tained, taught, and everywhere proclaimed by 
the faithful of Christ. . . . Let the bishops 
take care that the suffrages of the faithful who 
are living, to wit, the sacrifices of Masses, 
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prayers, alms, and other works of piety, which 
have been wont to be performed by the faith- 
ful for the other faithful departed, be piously 
and devoutly performed in accordance with the 
institutes of the Church ” (Sess. xxv.). 
“Wherefore not only for sins, punishments, 
satisfactions, and other necessities of the 
faithful who are living; but also for those who 
are departed in Christ, who are not yet fully 
purified, is it (the Mass) rightly offered agree- 
ably to a tradition of the Apostles ” (Sess. xxii., 
chap. 2). 

“Tf any saith that the sacrifice of the Mass 
is only a sacrifice of praise, and of thanks- 
giving, or that it is a bare commemoration of 
the sacrifice on the cross; but not a propitia- 
tory sacrifice; or that it profits him only who 
receives, and that it is not to be offered for the 
living and the dead for sins, pains, satisfac- 
tions, and other necessities, let him be ana- 
thema” (Do., ch. 9). 

To inspire our devout reader with love and 
devotion to the adorable Sacrifice of the Mass, 
we have inserted the above passages. “The 
Mass,” says St. Thomas of Aquin, “is not only 
the greatest of all God’s miracles, but it is an 
abridgment of all the wonders He has ever 
wrought.” 

“The Mass,” writes St. Bonaventure, “is a 
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compendium of all God’s love, and of all His 
benefits to men.” 

St. Liguori writes that “All the honours 
which Angels by their homages, men by their 
virtues, penances, and martyrdoms, and other 
holy works, have ever given to God, could not 
give Him as much glory as a single Mass.” All 
human prayers, even of Angels, are finite; the 
Holy Mass is infinite. My God! How many 
have the opportunity and blessing of hearing 
daily Mass, and yet neglect it through sloth. 
The Mass bell is God’s call; they hear it; it is 
the voice of God; they don’t obey it. 

St. Thomas, the Angelic Doctor, writes: “It 
is the same fire which torments the damned in 
hell and purges the just in Purgatory.” St. 
Vincent Ferrar depicts Purgatory in very 
strong language: “ Purgatory is a house of fire 
which, by Divine virtue, torments the souls 
more than if they were in a burning furnace.” 
St. Gregory the Great writes: “It must be be- 
lieved that there is a purgatorial fire, before 
judgment for some small faults.” St. Augustine 
says: “ Because it is said: he shall be saved, 
that fire is contemned . . . However, that 
fire shall be more severe than whatever man 
can suffer in this life.” 

One quotation more. St. Jerome writes: 
“Woe to me if my work shall have burned. . . 
We shall be saved by faith, thus however as if 
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by fire; and if we be not consumed, still we 
shall be burnt.” 

St. Catherine of Genoa writes:* “Look at 
gold: the more it is melted the better it be- 
comes ; and it could be melted so as to destroy 
every single defect. Such is the action of fire 
on material things. . . . In like manner the 
Divine fire acts on souls. God holds them in 
the furnace until every defect has been burnt 
away. He has brought them, each in his own 
degree, to a certain perfection.” 

St. Bernard writes: “And indeed, whether 
we wish it or not, we complete the days that 
are given to us to purge ourselves. But woe to 
us if the days be completed, and the purging 
by no means completed, so that afterwards it 
may be necessary for us to be purged by that 
fire, than which nothing more penal, nothing 
more ardent, or more furious, can be devised in 
this life.” 


Section ITT. 
The pains of sense in Purgatory. 


In a preceding chapter we have shown that it 
is not of faith that the fire of hell is material or 
corporeal. The Church has not defined it. It 
is only when dire necessities arise that the 


* Treatise on Purgatory, 
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Church defines dogmas. Hence there are many 
propositions concerning religion absolutely true, 
though not of faith. That the fire of hell ts 
metaphorical is condemned by the Church. We 
repeat, therefore, what we have elsewhere 
proved from the Fathers, Doctors, and Saints 
of the Church, that it is sound Catholic doc- 
trine which, though not of faith, yet cannot be 
fairly doubted or questioned, that the fire in 
hell is material. 

Many learned Doctors and Thesloene hold 
that the pains of Purgatory are of the same 
nature as the pains of hell, and that the fire of 
‘ Purgatory is material like the fire of hell. How- 
ever, it is a free opinion, and to satisfy the 
Greeks at the Council of Florence nothing was 
defined on the subject.* 


Section IV. 


The intensity and duration of the pains of 
Purgatory. 


In the Church there have been two views or 
opinions of the pains of Purgatory. One aus- 
tere and fearful; the other in a sense mild and 
consoling. We shall give the thoughts of the 
Saints upon both. We shall also show that the 


* “ Est sententia probablissima.” “ Bellerminus De 
Purgatorio,” c. xi., p. 1399. 
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two views are not contradictory, but can be 
easily reconciled. 

The austere view of the pains of Purgatory ; 
the untensity of the pains of Purgatory. 
As we have quoted in the preceding section, 
St. Thomas says: “It is the same fire which 
torments the damned souls in hell and purges 
the just in Purgatory.” St. Vincent Ferrar 
writes: “ Purgatory is a house of fire, which by 
Divine virtue torments the souls more than if 
they were in a burning furnace.” St. Augus- 
tine: “ However, that fire shall be more severe 
than whatever man suffers in this life.” These 

are hard sayings! 

St. Catherine of Genoa, the author of the 
mild view of Purgatory, writes of the souls in 
Purgatory: “ They suffer a torment so extreme 
that no tongue could describe it, no intellect 
could form the least idea of it, if God had not 
made it known by special grace, which idea, 
however, God’s grace has shown to my soul; 
but I cannot find words to express it with my 
tongue; yet the sight of it has never left my 
mind. I will describe it as I can: they will 
understand it whose intellect the Lord shall 
vouchsafe to open.” . . . “No tongue can 
express, no mind can understand, how dreadful 
is Purgatory. Its pain is like that of hell.”* 


= 


- 
* Treatise on Purgatory, c. 11. 
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Section V. 


The austere view of the duration of the pains 
of Purgatory. 


As to the duration, like the nature, of the 
pains of Purgatory, the Church has pronounced 
no judgment; hence there is a diversity of 
opinion among Saints and Writers. The 
writers who hold the austere opinion that the 
fire of Purgatory is of the-same nature as the 
fire of hell are strong in defence of the long 
duration of the pains of Purgatory. Consider- 
ing the infinite sanctity of God; and the 
almost infinite guilt of mortal sin, and the 
countless numbers of mortal sims; and hence 
the dreadful amount of temporal punishment 
to be atoned for before the soul is fit for the 
eternal glories of heaven; these Writers hold 
that souls are detained in the purifying flames 
of Purgatory for many long years; and some 
souls even to the day of General Judgment. 
We insert a few quotations. St. Augustine 
asks prayers for his mother, St. Monica. In 
his Confessions the Saint writes: “Do Thou 
inspire, O Lord, my God, do Thou inspire Thy 
servants, my brethren, Thy children, my Mas- 
ter’s, whom I serve with my voice and my 
heart, and my writings, that as many as shall 
read this may remember Thy handmaid, 
Monica, and Patricius, formerly her husband 
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: That so what my mother made her 
last request to me may be plentifully performed 
for her by the prayers of many procured by 
these my Confessions and my prayers.” Twenty 
years after the death of St. Monica, her sainted 
son prayed for her soul, and recommended her 
to the future readers of his book. If this be 
true, as it is, of two great Saints, the son and 
mother, what must not be the duration of Pur- 
gatory for the big sinner! 

St. Cyprian writes:“It is one thing to re- 
ceive immediately the reward of faith and vir- 
tue (by martyrdom), and another thing to be 
cleansed by being tormented by a long pain 
for sins, and to be purged long by fire.” 

St. Cesar of Arles also writes: “Since it 
is written of the Day of Judgment that one 
day shall be as if a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as if one day, how does each 
one know whether for days or months, or per- 
haps also even years, he may be about to pass 
through that fire?” 

One passage from Bellarmine, who writes: 
“There is no doubt that the pains of Purga- 
tory are not limited to ten or twenty years, 
and that they last in some cases entire cen- 
turies. But allowing it to be true that their 
duration did not exceed ten or twenty years, 
can we account it as nothing to have to endure 
for ten or twenty years the most excruciating 
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sufferings without the least alleviation? If a 
man was assured that he should suffer some 
violent pain in his feet, or his head or teeth, 
for the space of twenty years, and that with- 
out ever sleeping, or taking the least repose, 
would he not a thousand times rather die than 
live in such a state. And if the choice were 
given to him between a life thus miserable and 
the loss of all his temporal goods, would he 
hesitate to make the sacrifice of his fortune to 
be delivered from such a torment? Shall we 
then have any difficulty in embracing labour 
and penance to free ourselves from the suffer- 
ings of Purgatory? Shall we fear to practise 
the’ most painful exercises, vigils, fasts, alms- 
giving, long prayers, especially contrition, ac- 
companied with sighs and tears.” 

F. H. Schouppe, S.J., says: “These words 
comprise the whole doctrine of the Saints: and 
Theologians ” (page 69). 


APPARITIONS AND PRIVATE REVELATIONS.* 


The visions and private revelations of God’s 
great servants are strong in favour of the in- 
tensity and long durations of the pains of Pur- 


* For the Apparitions and Private Revelations once 
for all we refer to Bellarminus De Purgatorio. To 
“Merveilles Divine dans les ames du Purgatoire,” by 
Father Rossignoli. Purgatory of Father Schouppe, S.J, 
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gatory. We shall insert a few out of the thou- 
sands. 

The sister of the great St. Vincent Ferrer 
was a great sinner; at her death-bed, through 
the prayers of her sainted brother, became 
penitent and died a happy death. Some days 
after her death, whilst her brother was cele- 
brating the Holy Sacrifice, she appeared to 
him in the midst of flames, and a prey to the 
most intolerable torments. “Alas! my dear 
brother,” said she, “I am condemned to 
undergo these torments until the Day of Judg- 
ment. Nevertheless, you can assist me. The 
efficacy of the Holy Sacrifice is so great; offer 
for me about thirty Masses; and I may hope 
the happiest results.” The Saint celebrated 
the thirty Masses, and on the thirtieth day 
his sister appeared to him surrounded by 
angels, and soaring to Heaven.* 

Sister Francesca of Pampeluna tells us in 
her revelations that she saw many fervent 
Carmelites, ten, twenty, and sixty years in 
Purgatory, and yet not near their deliverance 
as they told her. In the Annals of the Order 
of the Visitation the following fact is recorded. 
God permitted a young prince, who was killed 
in duel, to appear to a holy nun, named Sister 
Denise. He told her that after receiving the 


* Schouppe, p. 74. 
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mortal wound, God gave him the grace to make 
an act of perfect contrition, which saved him 
from hell; but was condemned to the most 
rigorous chastisement of Purgatory until the 
day of Judgment. We could cite hundreds of 
examples, all tending in the same direction ; 
and hence confirm or strengthen the opinion 
of those who believe in many cases of the long 
duration of the pains of Purgatory. 

Meditating on the intensity and duration 
of the pains of Purgatory, we ought ever pray 
to God to give us a living horror of mortal sin ; 
a holy fear of ever offending God; a love for 
prayer and penance in this life, to gain all the 
indulgences we can, and so put our Purgatory 
over us before we die. 

This austere view of Purgatory is the life 
and soul of the fervent Religious Orders in the 
Church, and of countless millions of holy souls 
in the world. 

The poor, the suffering, those in want and 
pain, by accepting all in serene resignation to 
the Divine Will, will put their Purgatory over 
them, to some extent, even in this world. 


Section VI. 
The pain of Loss. 
In hell there is the pain of sense, and the pain 


of loss. Both eternal. In Purgatory, too, there 
is the double pain in a magnified sense. 
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The greatest pain of the damned soul is the 
pain of loss. The damned souls have lost their 
God; they have lost Heaven; they have lost 
the Beatific Vision for all eternity. “The 
smoke of their torments shall ascend up for 
ever and for ever.” That awful sentence: 
“Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting 
fire!” will ever ring in their ears. A ray of 
hope shall never shine upon the damned. 

In Purgatory, too, there is the pain of loss; 
and St. Thomas and other eminent Divines 
teach that it is one of the greatest pains of the 
souls in Purgatory. The following is the sub- 
stance of the reasoning of the Angelic Doctor : 
“ By death the soul is freed from the miseries 
of the body; the intellect becomes brighter ; 
the soul realises to a great extent the infinite 
beauties and glories of God; and with ardent 
desires, and burning longings, seeks and sighs 
to possess her God.” 

We shall insert a few passages from the 
Saints. St. Chrysostom writes: “Imagine all 
the torments in the world, you will not find one 
equal to the privation of the Beatific Vision.”* 
St. Teresa says: “The pain of loss, or the pri- 
vation of the sight of God, exceeds all the most 
excruciating sufferings we can imagine; be- 
cause the souls urged on towards God, as the 


Homily 48. 
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centre of their aspirations, are continually re- 
pulsed by His justice. Picture to yourself a 
shipwrecked mariner who, after having long 
battled with the waves, comes at last within 
reach of the shore, only to find himself con- 
stantly thrust back by an invisible hand. What 
torturing agonies! Yet those of the souls in 
Purgatory are a thousand times greater.” 

St. Catherine of Genoa writes: “It appears 
to me that the greatest pain the souls in Purga- 
tory endure, proceeds from their being sensible 
of something in themselves displeasing to God ; 
and that been done voluntarily against so much 
gooaness; for being in a state of grace, 
they know the truth, and how grievous is 
aay, obstacle which does not let them approach 

od. 

St. Chrysostom, in his 47 Homily, writes: 
“Tmagine all the torments of the world, you 
will not find one equal to the privation of the 
Vision of God.” 

Father Schouppe, 8.J., concludes: “ In fact, 
the torture of the pain of loss, of which we now 
treat, is according to all the Saints, and all the 
Doctors, much more acute than the pain of 
sense. It is true that in the present life we 
cannot understand this, because we have too 
little knowledge of the Sovereign Good for 
which we were created; but in the other life 
ihat ineffable Good seems to souls what bread 
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is to a man famished with hunger, or fresh 
water to one dying of thirst; like health to a 
sick person tortured by long suffering, it ex- 
cites the most ardent desires, which torment 
without being able to satisfy them.’* 

We shall end this section by one quotation 
more from St. Catherine of Genoa: “If in all 
the world there were but one loaf of bread 
which was able to satisfy the hunger of all 
creatures, who would be satiated by simply 
beholding it, what would be the feelings of a 
man who possesses by nature an instinct to eat 
when he is in health; what, I say, would be 
his feelings, if he were neither able to eat, not 
yet to be ill or to die? His hunger would be 
always increasing, and knowing that there was 
but one loaf to satisfy him; and yet not being 
able to get at it, he would remain in unbear- 


able torture.’ f 


Section VII. 


A Milder View of the intensity of the pains of 
Purgatory. 


A. MILDER view of the intensity and duration 
of the pains of Purgatory has found favour 
among many writers. The remarkable Treatise 
on Purgatory by St. Catherine of Genoa marks 
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the epoch; and the gentle spirit of St. Francis 
de Sales has popularised the devotion ; and no 
doubt, to our mind, it is in keeping with the 
tender, touching, and loving mercy of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

At present we shall only mention the argu- 
ments in favour of this view of Purgatory ; 
later on we shall dilate upon them in some 
length. 


CONSOLATIONS OF THE PAINS OF PURGATORY. 


The first and greatest consolation of the pains 
of Purgatory is the absolute certainty of salva- 
tion, which sweetens the most intense pains of 
Purgatory. 

Let us meditate for a moment on death and 
Purgatory. At the very moment of death the 
soul is judged; and saved or damned. The 
soul now freed from the miseries of the body, 
like an angel, realises the infinite importance of 
salvation; values the infinite glories of the 
Beatific Vision; and to crown all, the soul is 
confirmed in grace, like the faithful Angels, 
and has an absolute certainty from God’s own 
lips of eternal salvation! 

This great Divine truth is able to cool—nay, 
sweeten, in a sense—the pains of Purgatory. 
Martyrs, in every age, met death in its fiercest 
shape with serene joy for the hope of Heaven. 
The souls in Purgatory rejoice in their pains, 
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with the certainty of Paradise. Heaven is the 
prize; and Heaven is now gained. With the 
absolute certainty of the Beatific Vision, the 
glories of Paradise, the company of the Angels 
and Saints, and Mary the Queen of Heaven, 
the pains of Purgatory vanish into thin air. 
Hell is hell, because a ray of hope shall never 
shine upon the damned. Purgatory is the gate 
to Paradise; because the eternal glories of 
Heaven are secured. 

St. Catherine of Genoa writes: “I do not 
believe it would be possible to find any joy 
comparable to that of a soul in Purgatory, ex- 
cept the joy of the blessed in Paradise—a joy 
which goes on increasing day by day as God 
more and more flows in upon the soul, which 
He does abundantly in proportion as every hin- 
drance is consumed away. . . Indeed, as far 
as the will is concerned, the pains are not pains 
at all, so contentedly do the souls rest in the 
ordinance of God, to whose will pure love 
unites them.”* 


Section VIII. 


“The joy of the souls in Purgatory. . « « 
The peace and joy of Purgatory. 


THE above may appear to many startling and 
sensational. We would not dare write them 
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from ourselves. We simply transcribe them 
from the headings of the 2nd and 5th chapters 
of the “Treatise on Purgatory,” by St. 
Catherine of Genoa. So we are in good com- 
pany. At the end of this Section we shall show 
how this remarkable Treatise has got the 
approbation of the Church. 


CONFORMITY TO THE HOLY WILL OF GOD BRINGS 
PURGATORY NEAR TO PARADISE. 


The greatest sanctity on earth below, or :n 
Heaven above, is conformity to the will of God. 
We shall give a few texts. In the prayer made 
by our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ we say 
“Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in’ Heaven” (Matt. vi. 10): " “I came 
down from Heaven; not to do My own 
will, but the will of Him that sent Me” 
(John vi. 38). In anguish and sorrow even 
“unto death” in the garden of Gethsemani, 
when the green grass beneath the olive trees 
was purpled by the Precious Blood of Redemp- 
tion, the prayer of our Blessed Saviour in His 
Agony was “My Father, if it be possible let 
this chalice pass from Me. Nevertheless, not 
as I will but as Thou wilt” (Matt. xxvi. 39). 
St. Paul, converted in a second by a stroke of 
divine grace into a vessel of election, cried out : 
“Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” (Acts 
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ix. 6), How sublime and beautiful is the 
prayer of Holy Job, in the darkest midnight of 
his abandonment, and sufferings! “Naked I 
came out of my mother’s womb, and naked 
shall I return thither; the Lord gave and the 
Lord hath taken away, as it hath pleased the 
Lord, so it is done; Blessed be the name of 
the Lord” (i. 21). 

St. Teresa justly concludes: “All that he 
who practises prayer should seek is to conform 
his will to the Divine Will; and let him be 
assured that in this consists the highest per- 
fection.” 

“The perfection of love,” writes St. Liguori, 
“consists in conformity to the Divine Will.” 

With this Divine truth before our mind let 
us contemplate the pains of Purgatory. The 
soul is judged and saved. She is not fit for 
the glories of Heaven. To prepare her for the 
company of the Angel and Saints; to enjoy 
His Own Beatific Vision, the tender mercy of 
God sends her away for a certain time to wash 
away every stain, to purge her to crystal 
purity. The soul, knowing God’s will, plunges 
into the flames hot or mild as the case may be. 
The soul, to please the Divine Will, accepts, 
embraces, nay kisses, so to speak, the pains and 
punishments of the sweet mercy of God. 

To gain Heaven, martyrs, in every age, and 
of every age and sex, have met death in its 
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fiercest shape with courage, nay serene joy and 
peace. The martyrs did not yet see God, nor 
were they sure of being saved, nor were their 
minds, encompassed by the miseries of the 
body, able to realise to its full extent the 
glories and eternity of Paradise. The souls in 
Purgatory are God’s Elect, His great Servants, 
the prize and victory of the Precious Blood. 
No wonder, then, that the absolute certainty 
of salvation, as well as that of dog the Divine 
Will, deadens, nay sweetens the pains of Pur- 
gatory. 

This view is beautifully expressed in a reve- 
lation of St. Gertrude. The Saint saw in a 
vision the soul of a very holy religious, adorned 
with all the beauties of Angelic chastity and 
charity ; yet with great humility and modesty, 
her eyes cast down and ashamed to appear in 
the presence of her Divine Spouse, whom she 
so fervently and lovingly served for years. St. 
Gertrude, lost in wonder, asked her why she 
did not rush to the embraces of her Divine 
Lord. The religious answered: “Because I 
am not yet perfectly cleansed from the stains 
which my sins have left behind; and even if 
He were to grant me in this state a free en- 
trance into Heaven, I would not accept it; 
for all resplendent as I look to your eyes, I 
know I am not yet a fit spouse for my Lord.” 

We shall insert here a few passages from St 
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Catherine of Genoa: “The soul,” writes the 
Saint, “separated from the body, not finding 
in itself all the requisite purity, and seeing in 
itself this impediment which can not be taken 
away except by Purgatory, at once throws her- 
self into it with right good will. Nay, if it 
did not find this ordinance of Purgatory aptly 
contrived for the removal of this hindrance, 
there would instantaneously be generated in 
it a hell worse than Purgatory; inasmuch as 
it would sce that because of this impediment 
it couid not get alongside of God who is its 
end. Wherefore, if the soul could find another 
Purgatory fiercer than this, in which it could 
the sooner get rid of this impediment, it would 
speedily plunge itself therein, through the im- 
petuosity of the love it bears to God.” 

The Saint declares that the soul knowing the 
Will of God, and seeing her stains of sin, would 
choose. the pains of Purgatory rather than 
ascend straight to Heaven, even had she the 
choice. We give her own words: “Of how 
much importance Purgatory is no tongue can 
tell, no mind conceive. So much I see, that 
its pain is almost as if it were that of hell; 
and yet I see also that the soul which perceives 
in itself the slightest flaw or mote of imperfec- 
tion, would rather throw itself into a thousand 
hells than find itself in the presence of the 
Divine Majesty with that defect upon 
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it; and, therefore, seeing Purgatory to be or- 
dained for the very taking away of these flaws, 
forthwith it plunges into it, and it seems by 
its bearing, as I see, to conceive that it finds 
there an invention of no little mercy, simply 
in the being able to get quit of this impedi- 
ment.” 

As it was from the Treatise of St. Catherine 
of Genoa that the gentle and sweet spirit of 
St. Francis of Sales popularized the milder 
views of Purgatory, the reader will excuse a 
few more passages from this remarkable work : 

The Saint writes: “If a soul, having some- 
thing left to be cleansed away, were presented 
to the Vision of God, it would consider itself 
grievously injured, and its suffermg would be 
worse than that of ten Purgatories; for it 
would be quite unable to endure that excessive 
goodness and that exquisite justice.” se 

“T do not believe,” says the Saint, “that it 
is possible to find,a contentment to compare 
with that of the souls in Purgatory, unless it be 
the contentment of the Saints in Paradise. This 
contentment increases daily, through the influx 
of God into those souls, and this influx in- 
creases in proportion as the impediment is con- 
sumed and worn away. Indeed, as far as the 
will is concerned, we can hardly say that the 
pains are pains at all, so contentedly do the 
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souls rest in the ordinance of God, to whose 
will pure love unites them.” 

“This love gives to the soul such a content- 
ment as cannot be expressed. But this content- 
ment does not take away one iota of the pain; 
nay, it is the retarding of love from the pos- 
session of its object which causes the pain; 
and the pain is greater according to the greater 
perfection of love of which God has made the 
soul capable. Thus the souls in Purgatory 
have at once the greatest contentment and the 
greatest suffering; and the one in no way hin- 
ders the other.” 

The Saint concludes her treatise with an 
appeal to the world to do penance for their 
sins : 

“Oh that I could cry so loud that I might 
frighten all the men who dwell upon the earth, 
and say to them: O miserable men! Why 
have you let yourselves be so blinded by this 
world, as not to make any provision for that 
imperious necessity, which you will find at the 
moment of death? You all of you shelter your- 
selves under the hope of God’s mercy. But do 
you not see that the very goodness of God will 
rise up in judgment against you, for having re- 
belled against the will of so good a Lord? Do 
not lull yourselves into a false confidence by 
saying, When I come to die I will make a‘good 
confession, and then I will take the plenary in- 
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dulgence, and thus in that last moment I shall 
be cleansed from all my sins, and so I shall be 
saved. Think a little. Confession and con- 
trition are necessary for a plenary indulgence ; 
and contrition is such a hard thing to get, that 
if you knew how hard it was, you would 
tremble for very fear, and you would be much 
more likely to believe that such a grace would 
never be given you, than to expect it with such 
confidence as you do now.”* 

We may here remark that Mgr. Har douin 
Perefix, Archbishop of Paris, in the year 
1666, had this famous work examined by 
the Doctors of the Sorbonne, who declared 
it “A rare effusion of the Spirit of God 
upon a pure and loving soul, and a 
marvellous token of His solicitude for His 
Church, and His care in enlightening her and 
assisting her according to her needs.” 

In her life examined and approved of by 
theologians in the process of her canonisation, 
in the year 1670, we read: “Verily it seems 
that God set up this His creature as a mirror 
and an example of the pains of the other life, 
which souls suffer in Purgatory. It is just as if 
He had placed her upon a high wall, dividing 
this life from the life to come; so that, seeing 
what is suffered in that life beyond, she might 
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manifest to us, even in this life, what we are 
to expect when we have passed the boundary.” 

At the Saint’s Beatification, her treatise is 
pronounced most salutary and_ altogether 


seraphic . . . impressed upon her soul by 
the Holy Spirit with a very special and secret 
illumination . . . of itself a most efficacious 


proof of the heroic sanctity of the servant of 
God.) * 

How holy and happy to contemplate this 
‘view of Purgatory. The soul is saved, sure of 
eternal glories. She is impeccable, conformed 
in grace, accepts embraces, nay, kisses the 
chains of Divine love that God’s sweet mercy 
presents to her. 

We are sure many of our kind readers will 
thank us for the following passage from the 
exquisite pen of the saintly Father Faber. He 
writes: “There are revelations which speak of 
some who are in Purgatory but have no fire. 
They languish patiently detained from God, 
and that is enough chastisement for them. 
There are revelations, too, which tell of multi- 
tudes who are in no local prison, but abide 
their purification in the air, or by their graves, 
or near altars where the Blessed Sacrament is, 
or in the rooms of those who pray for them, 
or amid the scenes of their former vanity and 
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frivolity. If silent suffering, sweetly, gracefully 
endured, is a thing so venerable on earth, what 
must this region of the Church be like? Com- 
pared with earth, its trials, doubts, exciting 
and depressing risks, how much more beautiful, 
how much more desirable, that still, calm, 
patient realm, over which Mary is crowned as 
Queen, and Michael as the perpetual ambas- 
sador of her mercy. 

The spirit of this view is love, an extreme 
desire that God should not be offended, a 
yearning for the interests of Jesus. It takes 
its tone from the soul’s first voluntary flight 
into that heritage of suffermg. As it took 
God's part against itself in that act, so is it 
throughout. This view of’ Purgatory turns on 
the worship of God’s purity and sanctity. It 
looks at things from God’s point of view, and 
merges its own interests in His. It is just the 
view we might expect to come from St. Francis 
of Sales, or the loving St. Catherine of Genoa. 
It is the helplessness rather than the wretched- 
ness of the souls detained there which moves 
those who take this view to compassion and 
devotion; but it is God’s glory and the inter- 
ests of Jesus, which influence them most of ail. 

How solemn and subduing is the thought of 
that holy kingdom, that realm of pain. There 
is no cry, no murmur; all is silent, silent as 
Jesus before His enemies. We shall never 
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know how we really love Mary till we look ap 
to her out of those deeps, those vales of dread, 
mysterious fire. Beautiful region of the 
Church of God! Lovely troop of the flock of 
Mary! What a scene is presented to our eyes 
when we gaze upon that consecrated empire of 
sinlessness, and yet of keenest suffering! There 
is the beauty of those immaculate souls, and 
then the loveliness, yea, the worshipfulness of 
their patience, the majesty of their gifts, 
the dignity of their solemn and_ chaste 
sufferings, the eloquence of their silence; 
the, moonlight of Mary’s throne lighting 
up their land of pain and unspeechful expecta- 
tion; the silver-winged Angels voyaging 
through the deeps of that mysterious realm ; 
and above all, that unseen Face of Jesus, which 
is so well remembered that it seems to be al- 
most seen! What a sinless purity of worship 
is here in this liturgy of hallowed pain! Oh! 
world, Oh! weary, clamorous, sinful world! 
who would not break away if he could, like an 
uncaged dove, from thy perilous toils and un- 
safe pilgrimage, and fly with joy to the lowest 
place in that most pure, most safe, most holy 
land of suffering and of sinless love?” 

We have given fully and clearly, we hope, 
the two different views of Purgatory. One the 
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austere view of the intensity and duration of 
the Pains of the poor suffering souls. The 
milder view taken chiefly from the famous 
Treatise on Purgatory by St. Catherine of 
Genoa, and popularised by the sweet, gentle 
spirit of St. Francis of Sales. 

We have carefully examined each view; and 
we believe that each view is correct in its own 
sense; and, furthermore, we believe that both 
be moulded in a common bond of mutual 
charity. 

We shall explain ourselves, and make our- 
selves better understood, by coming to the 
concrete by examples. 

Let us first keep before our mind the glories 
and eternity of ‘Paradise. “ Eye hath not seen 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive what things God hath 
prepared for them that love Him” (Cor. 1. 9). 
“They shall be inebriated with the plenty of 
Thy house, and Thou shalt make them drink of 
the torrents of Thy pleasures” (Ps. xxxv. 9). 
The inspired writer continues: “And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, nor mourning, nor 
crying, nor sorrow shall be no more, for the 
former things have passed away” (Apoc. xxi. 
4). 
The Royal Prophet, meditating on the glories 
of Heayen, exclaims: “How lovely are Thy 
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tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts, my soul longeth, 
and fainteth for the courts of the Lord” (Ps. 
Ixxxili. 2). “Come ye blessed of My Father 
possess you the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world” (Matth. xxx. 34). 

St. Teresa got but a passing glimpse of the 
hand of our Blessed Lord, and she was en- 
tranced with its beauty. What then to see in 
full light His Sacred Heart, and Divine Face? 
St. Francis heard an angel give one touch of a 
violin and he was near dying of pleasure. When 
Zosimus asked Mary of Egypt how she was 
able to spend so many years in the desert 
practising such awful austerities, she replied, 
“with the hope of Paradise.” When the dig- 
nity of Cardinal was offered to St. Philip Neri, 
he threw his biretta into the air, saying, “Para- 
dise, Paradise.” 

The glories of Heaven are eternal. The 
mind of man, nay, the intellect of an Angel or 
Cherub, cannot comprehend eternity. After as 
many millions of years as there are leaves on 
the trees, blades of grass on the fields, 
countless stars in the firmament, grains of 
sand on the sea coasts, drops of water in the 
ocean, atoms in the air, the glories of Heaven 
will be as fresh and new as the first day the 
soul contemplated the Divine Face of Jesus 
Christ. 

We must also bear in mind that nothing de- 
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filed can ever enter the Kingdom of God. 
The highest of the nine orders of heavenly 
spirits—the Seraphs ever aglow with Divine 
love—with veiled faces stand before the throne 
of the Almighty. 

The soul must be as clear as crystal, as white 
as the virgin snow, as pure as the sunbeam, 
before she can enter or is fit for Paradise. 

With these eternal truths before our mind 
we examine the pains of Purgatory in the 
concrete or in the individual. We will see how 
the austere and milder views of Purgatory can 
be reconciled and blended. 


Section IX. 
First Example. A wealthy, noble, learned, 
wicked man. 

The young boy is the scion of a noble house. 
From his earliest years he manifests a spirit of 
revolt against paternal control, and religion. 
No prayers learned, and, hence, not said. He 
contracts the most vicious habits of his age, 
and thus spends his boyhood. 

The advantages of birth and wealth have 
enabled him to enter the first University of 
the nation. Gifted by God with talents, he 
carries off the coveted prizes of the University. 
During his college years his licentious life, and 
false doctrine have been the scandal and ruin 
of many of his innocent companions. 
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He becomes a distinguished Author, Phil- 
osopher, or Historian, like Voltaire, Rousseau, 
Gibbon, Darwin, Renan, &c. All his talents 
and learning are expended to sap the founda- 
tions of Divine Revelation, to insult the Sacred 
Person, as well as the teaching of our Blessed 
Lord; to turn into contempt and redicule the 
most sacred mysteries, practices, and ceremon- 
ies of the Church of God. His learned works 
will live for centuries, poisoning and destroying 
the faith and corrupting the pure morals of 
countless millions. His immense wealth is 
squandered in crime and debauchery. 

His private and public immoralities are in 
keeping with his teaching. Vicious in early 
youth, a rock of scandal in manhood; a bad 
son ; a scandalous father ; a faithless husband ; 
and grey hairs have only plunged him deeper 
in the sink of filthy crime. The last hour 
comes. He feels the cold touch of death. The 
priest is sent for; he was baptized a Catholic. 
After some hesitation under gentle pressure, 
he accepts his ministration. | God’s infinite 
mercy gives him mere attrition; the absolution 
is imparted; quickly death does the grim 
work; he is judged and saved. 

That wicked man, who spent his life, his 
social position, his wealth, his talents, in cor- 
rupting, in destroying souls purchased by the 
Precious Blocd of Redemption, by a touch of 
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God’s infinite mercy is saved, is placed among 
the chosen children of God, is absolutely cer- 
tain of all the glories of Paradise and for all 
eternity. Bearing in mind that for every 
mortal sin committed during life, when the 
guilt is forgiven, there usually remains a 
temporal debt, which must be cancelled by 
penances or indulgences in this life, or by the 
pains of Purgatory in the other life. In thus 
case—and it is a model one—we contemplate 
mortal sins of the deepest dye; the sins of 
thought, word, deed and omission, are count- 
less; thousands, nay, perhaps millions. His 
whole life was, so to speak, a continual living 
mortal sin. At death no perfect contrition, no 
perfect love. Only the mere essentials for valid 
absolution. What pains of Purgatory can be 
too intense, what duration too long, to purify, 
to fit, such a soul for the chosen company of 
the Confessors, the Martyrs, the Virgins, the 
nine choir of Angels, the Blessed Virgin, the 
peerless Queen of Heaven, the Beatific Vision 
of God Himself? 

He will bless God as he ought, for all eter- 
nity, that he has escaped hell, which he de- 
served a million of times. Purgatory is a 
worthy invention of the infinite mercy and 
love of God. 

The above case is of frequent occurrence in 
every country, nay, city, in Christendom. 
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SEcTIon X. 


Example second. Wealthy, learned, noble, 
pious man. 


We now give an example from the other 
side; a test case, too, from the upper ten. 

A young noble boy. The child of good 
parents. A pious mother guides his tender 
years, and a good father gives him good ex- 
ample. About the age of seven he makes his 
first Confession; and at nine or ten his first 
Communion. He is then a living Angel. He 
loves and longs to be at the altar every month, 
and every feast day of our Divine Lord and 
Blessed Lady. In the family circle at home, 
he is a sweet obedient, happy child and bro- 
ther; among his playmates he is a joyous, 
cheerful, lovable youth. 

To fit him for his rank in life, he goes to the 
University. The purity and santicty of his life 
attracts and wins the admirations of his com- 
panions. Amid a corrupt youth, he is a living 
mirror of purity and virtue. God has endowed 
him with brilliant talents, and by diligent ap- 
plication he has won the highest honours in 
the University, their most coveted prizes. 

Now the young scholar begins the battle of 
life. In the navy, in the army, in the senate, 
he stands up, and ever defends the faith of his 
fathers. 
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He becomes a Savant, an academician, a 
celebrated writer. In literature, in history, 
in philosophy, in the pure sciences, he meets 
on their own grounds, face to face, the enemy 
of revealed religion, and conquers him. 

His learned and holy works will live for cen- 
turies, to enliven the faith and preserve the 
virginal morals of millions. 

He is the honour and glory of the Catholic 
Church. Lesser lights are encouraged, and 
proud to follow the example of the great lu- 
minary. He is a faithful husband, a loving 
father, and a shining model of every virtue in 
private and public. 

Grey hairs only intensify his devotion and 
burning zeal for God’s glory. Intense, sweet, 
burning devotion to Jesus in the Tabernacle, 
and to Mary the Mother of Jesus, was the life 
of his soul, and the soul of his life. 

His time is come. He hears and feels the 
approach of the Angel of death. He hastens 
to send for God’s minister. He receives all the 
last sacraments in the most perfect dispositions. 
During his last illness, long or short, he makes 
frequent countless acts of perfect contrition, 
perfect acts of the love of God, and perfect 
acts of resignation to God’s Divine will in suf- 
fering and death. In due time the eye can’t 
see, nor ear hear, nor the tongue lisp; yet the 
soul is conscious. “Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, 
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I give to you my heart and soul. Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph, assist me in my last agony. Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph, may I breathe forth my 
soul in peace with you,” and finally the sweet 
name of Jesus alone—all are constantly and 
fervently pronounced, if not only by the lips, 
but by the heart. 

In these holy dispositions the soul is ushered 
into eternity, before the judgment seat of Jesus 
Christ, to receive her sentence, “ Well done 
good and faithful servant, because thou Last 
been faithful over a few things, I will place 
thee over many things, enter thou into the 
joys of the Lord” (Matth. xxv. 21). It is 
anticipating the last act of the general judg- 
ment, “ Come ye blessed of My Father, possess 
you the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world” (Matt. xxv. 34) 

This test case is common in every Catholic 
country from the dawn of Christianity to the 
present day. 

Bearing in mind the value of acts of perfect 
contrition and love of God, which may be so 
intense as to remit not only mortal sin, but all 
the temporal punishment due to mortal sin; a 
grace which may be expected from God’s tender 
mercy in the case we contemplate. Remem- 
bering the goodness of God, who rewards the 
cup of cold water given for his sake. All-con- 
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sidered, we have good reason and grounds to 
believe His Purgatory will be comparatively 
painless and of short duration. 

What an encouragement to devote our 
talents and lives to the service of God. It will 
make us happy here below. On dull earth the 
soul is happy only in the peace and sweetness 
of God’s love. Paradise beyond the grave is 
the eternal reward. “O how great is the 
multitude of Thy sweetness, O Lord, which 
Thou hast hidden for those that fear Thee” 
(Ps. xxx. 20). “Unspeakable, indeed, is the 
sweetness of Thy contemplation, which Thou 
bestowest on those that love Thee.” “If there 
be joy in the world, certainly the man whose 
heart is pure enjoys it.” 


Section XI. 


Third example. A wicked, bad man of the 
middle or lower class of socvety. 


He is the child of bad parents. Their bad 
blood has corrupted his body, and, in a sense, 
affected his soul. From the very dawn of 
reason he is a vicious, bad boy. Few were the 
prayers he learned, and fewer were those he 
said. He did not see his parents say but 
' rarely their morning and night prayers; he 
followed their example. Morning or evening 
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he rarely kneels to say a prayer, and when he 
does, his prayer is cold, irreverent, and dis- 
tracted. He is precocious to learn all the vices 
of youth. From his earliest years he is found 
in the company of the wicked and vicious. 
He made his first Communion _irrever- 
ently—we don’t say sacrilegiously, not to make 
the worst case—or did not make it at all. But 
no improvement from either Holy Communion 
or Confession. Year pass by year, but only 
to inflame and strengthen his wicked passions. 
He is a disobedient, wicked son, a hateful 
brother, and a scandal to his companions. He 
is come to manhood. Now all constraint and 
control are thrown off. No respect, nay, con- 
tempt, for parents, priests, religion; we won't 
say God Himself. At every occasion he sneers 
and scoffs at the faith and devotions of our 
holy religion. He is a drunkard, and licen- 
tious in the worst sense of the word. 

He gets married. Through human respect, 
and under pressure, he may sometimes go to 
the Sacraments, and occasionally to Mass. No 
change for the better. He is a faithless hus- 
band; a living rock of scandal to his children. 
Grey hairs only deepen the deadly dye of his 
guilt. A drunkard to the last, immoral in the 
worst sense of the word, unjust and a cheat ° 
whenever he had the opportunity. 

He gets sick, The pendulum of the clock 
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of life is about to stop. The day of reckoning 
is just come. The Angel of death knocks at 
the door for the final summons. Nobody 
heeds or minds the awful hour. A pious 
neighbour, the wife or daughter failing, sends 
for the priest. True to death, the ever faithful 
Soggarth-a-Roon, at midnight in the wild 
storm, to the mountain, to the bog, to 
the garret, to the plague stricken pauper on 
the roadside, carrying life in his hands, is at 
his post. 

There is no perfect contrition, nor perfect 
love of God, nor perfect resignation to God’s 
Divine Will. There are the mere essentials 
The absolution is valid. In a short time the 
soul gets unconscious; hence incapable of 
merit, and thus goes before her judge. He is 
saved!  O, the infinite Mercy of Jesus! He 
has escaped hell which he deserved a million 
of times. He has escaped the eternity of hell’s 
torments. 

He is saved! He is sure of Heaven, the 
joy of Heaven for all eternity. 

What Purgatory can be too long, what pains 
too intense for such a soul? Gladly, joyously 
he plunges into Purgatory, to atone for his 
guilt, and satisfy the justice of God. Let us 
repeat, Purgatory is a sweet, loving invention 


of God’s infinite Merey. 
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Section XII. 


Fourth example. A good, pious man of the 
middle or lower class of life. 


We take another test case, not of the upper 
ten, but from the ordinary life of millions in 
every Catholic country, and in every age. 

Here is a little boy, the child of humble, 
pious parents. Before the dawn of reason he 
was taught by his pious mother to lisp with 
love the sweet name of Jesus and Mary. At 
the full use of reason, the age of six or seven, 

after careful preparation, he makes his first 
Confession, and the confessor imprints upon his 
youthful, plastic mind the fear of sin, the 
desire of virtue, the love of God. The Con- 
fessions are repeated monthly, and in due time, 
at the age of nine or ten, after a most careful 
and fervent preparation, he makes his first 
Holy Communion. At his first Communion 
he consecrates to Jesus Christ all the sweet 
love of his young heart, and all the thoughts of 
his guileless, simple mind. Holy, happy be- 
ginning of boyhood! 

At the first Communion, as is usual, he is 
enrolled in the Confraternity of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, and, perhaps, in the Holy 
Family; and is sure to be invested with the 
robes of the Scapulars of our Blessed Lady. 

During his boyhood years, Holy Communion 
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on the first Friday or Sunday of the month, 
in honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and on 
every great feast of our Divine Lord and Bles- 
sed Lady, is his rule of life. 

As a boy he is a dutiful son, a good brother, 
and a model of good example to his school 
companions. 

He becomes a young man, and begins the 
battle of life in his humble sphere. He is in- 
dustrious, hard working, and supplies the 
wants and comforts of his aged parents, and 
makes their last days happy. He enjoys 
sports and innocent pleasures, and his life is a 
shining light of example of virtue to his 
companions. 

In dus time he gets settled in life, and is the 
good husband and model father of a numerous 
family. The grey hairs of old age are the 
usual blessing of a well-spent life,and they in- 
tensify the simple fervour of his devotions. As 
he began every day of his life with a fervent 
morning offering, which he renews often during 
the day. By holy aspirations he seasons and 
sanctifies every action of the day. The light 
of the Divine Presence ever shines upon his 
soul. If he has the opportunity he has never 
lost by his own fault, daily Holy Mass, or 
Benediction of the most adorable Sacrament. 
Rosary, night prayer, searching examin. of 
conscience, and the reading of a Chapter of a 
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pious book finish the day so well begun and 
spent. He is a model to his neighbour, kind 
to the poor, and loved by all, as good men 
usually are. Many other secret acts of sanc- 
tity are known to God alone. Such is the 
daily life of the pious man! , 

He hears the last summons. To be ready to 
meet the all-seeing eye of God in judgment is 
a trial to be feared even by the just. He is not 
alarmed, nor too confident, but trusting in the 
mercy of God, is resigned to the Divine Will. 
He may or may not have intense pain and 
sufferings, and for months, nay, years. No 
murmur; perfect resignation to the Divine 
Will. During a short or long sickness, as the 
case may be, the last sacraments may or may 
not be repeated. The last moment is come. 
There is perfect resignation to God’s Divine 
Will, md acts of perfect contrition, and the 
pure love of God. He may be in the garret, 
in the cellar, or a poor tramp on the roadside. 
All the same. His dying accents are, “ Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph, I give to you my heart and 
soul.” “Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, assist me 
in my last agony.” “Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, 
may I breathe forth my soul in peace with 
you.” Jn the most fervent acts of faith, hope, 
charity, the humble, sinless soul appears be- 
fore a merciful judge. 

Of eternal salvation there can be no. moral 
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doubt. Of the pains of Purgatory we shall 
speak later on. 

In the above we don’t describe the life of 
Saints, but the ordinary life of good Catholics 
all over the world wide. Infinite thanks be 
to God we know it is the ordinary life of 
Trish Catholics at home and abroad. 

What an encouragement to all to lead a 
holy life, and thus die a happy death, and 
shorten their Purgatory in the next world 


Section XIII. 
Fifth ecample. A good pious woman of the 
middle or lower class of life. 

She is the child of holy, virtuous parents. 
She drank purity and sanctity at her mother’s 
breast. Her first accents were to lisp the 
sweet names of “ Jesus and Mary.” Her pious 
mother sent her to make her first Confession 
at about seven. The first Confession was 
repeated month after month. At ten she gave 
her full love, her young heart, her full life 
and soul to Jesus at her first Communion. 
Holy, happy union of the sweet, young, warm 
love with Jesus her first love. She is at the 
altar often every week; but at least the first 
Friday or first Sunday in honour of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus; and on all Feasts of Jesus 
and Mary, and of the great Saints of the year. 
At home she is a loving daughter and fond 
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sister. She is sure to have an altar to Mary 
Immaculate, upon which are strewed choice 
flowers, culled from the green fields, produced 
by the Almighty. The pious child of Mary is 
sure to have her little lamp lighted before her 
statue,.or altar of the Blessed Virgin, on every 
great feast day, and on Saturday, Mary’s day. 
She is a sweet, loving child to her parents, a 
model to her school companions, and the edifi- 
cation of the parish. Daily Mass is the light, 
the love, the sunbeam of her holy soul. Her 
girlhood is, so to speak, a living sermon to her 

family friends, and the whole parish. 
In due time she is a wife, and the mother of 
a numerous family. She instructs her children 
in what she has been taught herself. From 
their earliest years she imprints on their souls 
a hatred of sin, and a love of virtue. With 
what jealous care she guards her dear little ones 
from dangerous company, lest their ears may 
hear for the first time a bad word, or the white 
lily of their virgin souls be tainted by an 
evil thought. She sees that all the children 
say piously their morning and night prayers, 
and be never absent from family Rosary at 
night. As was her own case, she is sure 
that her children make their first Confession 
at about seven years of age, and their first 
Communion at ten. After first Communion 
they are to go to the holy table of the Lord on 
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the first Friday or first Sunday of the month 
in honour of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus ; 
and on all the great Feasts of Jesus and Mary. 

They are pious members of many Confra- 
ternities, and wear the Scapulars, the Robes 
of Mary Immaculate. 

In daily holy prayer, and the frequent recep- 
tion of the Sacraments, the pious young girls 
and boys come to the age of eighteen or twenty. 
In a sense they are confirmed in grace. By 
prayer and the Sacraments they are, in a sense, 
sanctified in soul and body. They emigrate 
and go to foreign lands. They shed a lustre, 
and honour on the old faith, the old land of 
Erin. Under God it is the pious, holy work 
of the good mother ! 

For her husband she has a clean happy 
home and ever a bright face. Her house is a 
model of Nazareth. Contemplate for a moment 
the home of the pious poor. After the hard 
day of toil, the bread winner returns home. 
In the welcome of the bright and happy faces 
of his loving wife and children, he forgets the 
heat and burden of the day. After his scanty 
but nice supper, prepared by loving hands, 
are said the Rosary and night prayers. It is 
Nazareth, the Holy Family all over; and thus, 
in the sweet peace of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, 
father, mother, and children retire to repose. 
What happy ending of a holy day! Angels 
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may well be jealous of so holy a family. Ten 
thousand million thanks to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, this is the life of countless millions 
of pious Christians, living in the bogs, by the 
mountain side, in the villages, and hidden 
lanes as well as in the broad streets. 

The following is taken from Cardinal Man- 
ning’s “Internal Mission of the Holy Ghost,” 
p. 444. 

“The essential perfection of the soul is the 
love of God and our neighbour. Who is there 
that has attained in this to what he might? 
What perfection of charity is there that we 
might not attain? And whose fault is it if 
we do not? We are not straitened in Him, 
but in ourselves. The Holy Ghost pervades 
the whole Church of God with His sanctifying 
grace. Therefore it has the note of sanctity. 
With every member He is perpetually present, 
not only in the holy Sacraments, but every- 
where, and always, and in every action of life. 
There is no perfection of charity, -humility, 
poverty of spirit we may not attain. All of 

_you living in the world, in trade and business, 
in the cares and works of home, you may all 
be united with God in a close and. constant 
union; and with your lips to the fountain 
may draw from Him the perfection of charity. 
We do not realise our vocation to be sons of 
God; and that, as I have already and often 
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said, because we are not spiritual. It is a 
snare and an illusion to hanker after states 
which are not our own, and circumstances 
which can never be ours. Here and now, 
where we are, we may attain to humility, and 
through humility charity will be made perfect. 
A father of the desert was one day asked in 
vision whether he would desire to see a soul 
more perfect than himself. He was carried 
to a poor home where he saw a mother towling 
for her children. It was a humble likeness 
of the Holy House, and under that roof were 
cares, anxieties, weariness, privations, labour, 
self-denials, glad submission of will, tender- 
ness of affection, pity, and service, and filial 
prety to God. These things are a discipline 
of perfection, which subdue the heart and 
keep wt humble before God and man. And 
humility vs the mind and perfection of Jesus 
Christ. This applies to every state in life: 
from king’s courts to the streets of the cities, 
and to the hamlets and solitary dwellings of the 
poor. Every state and trade, every condition 
of wealth or poverty, lettered or unlettered, 
diverse in all other things, are all alike in this: 
‘God is charity; and he that abideth in 
charity abideth in God, and God in him ;’ and 
charity is perfection.” 

Her work is done. She has fulfilled her vo- 
cation. She has corresponded with all the 
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graces of her state in life. She has doubled 
the one, two, five, or ten talents bestowed upon 
her by God. She has been a “ faithful ser- 
vant.” The Angel of death is at hand. She 
was the “Child of Mary” from her earliest 
years. The Child, the Client of Mary was 
never lost. She was the Client of St. Joseph, 
the model and patron of a happy death. With 
what perfect contrition, perfect charity, holy 
resignation to the Divine Will, she receives 
the last Sacraments, the Holy Viaticum, the 
last passport to Paradise. 

Nothing is wanting to make her death holy 
and happy. Round her bed are kneeling her 
holy family in tears and prayers. In her 
hands is the Crucifix, the emblem of Redemp- 
tion; on her neck the Rosary beads; on her 
eyes and in her heart when the tongue can’t 
lisp, the holy aspirations: “Jesus, Mary, and 
. Joseph, I give to you my heart and my soul.” 
“ Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, assist me in my last 
agony.” “Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, may I 
breathe forth my soul in peace with you.” 

In these holy dispositions the soul is ushered 
before Jesus, her Judge, to hear the happy 
sentence, “ Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant, because thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will place thee over many things ; 
enter thou into the joys of the Lord” (Matth, 
xxv. 21). : 
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Infinite millions thanks to God, this is the 
usual life and death of most Christian mothers, 
_and especially of good Irish mothers at home 

and abroad. Holy Mothers! be faithful to 
your destiny, your vocation. 

The mother frames and forms the character 
of the child. The sinless babe is on her 
breast, on her lap, or by her side. The 
mother forms the character’ of the child. 
Mothers of Erin, the land of St. Patrick, of 
St. Brigid, “the Mary of Erin;” and of 
countless Irish Saints—be faithful to your vo- 
cation. After centuries of sufferings, perse- 
cution unparalleled in the history of the world, 
you have received the true faith, as pure and 
holy as preached by St. Patrick fifteen hun- 
dred years ago; nay, as pure and holy as it 
fell from the Divine lips of Jesus Christ Him- 
self. Mothers of Erin! transmit it to your 
children. Pious children make a holy family ; 
and holy families make a Catholic holy nation. 


Srecrion XIV. 


Sixth example. The holy nun of the upper, 
middle, and humble class of life. 


Herz is a little girl, the child of good parents. 
She drank in sanctity and purity, so to speak, 
from her mother’s breast. Every pious care 
and attention is lavished upon her earliest 
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years, even before the full dawn of reason, by 
a holy mother. Her first confession, so care- 
fully prepared for, at the age of six or seven, 
is the first important epoch of her life. The 
confessions are repeated monthly, or oftener. 
A breath of sin never sullies the pure lily of 
her chaste soul. At the age of nine or ten, 
after solemn preparation, she makes her first 
Communion; and there and then, with all the 
fervour of an Angel, she consecrates all the 
sweet love of her young heart to Jesus Christ, 
her Divine Saviour. As is often the case, she 
gets the inspiration to become a religious, a 
nun. She does not know exactly what the 
word means. But it is the same in reality. 
In the full flow of her first fervour she despises 
the world, its pleasures and attractions; and 
consecrates the whole love of her young heart 
now and for ever to Jesus Christ her Saviour. 

In due time she becomes a Child of Mary, 
and gets the Ribbon and Medal of Mary Im- 
maculate. 

She is the Angel of the schools; modesty 
and purity beam from her eyes and counten- 
ance. Among her companions she is a shining 
light of every virtue. In the family circle she 
is a loving daughter and an amiable sister. 

To prepare her for her high secret vocation, 
she is sent to the Convent School. Now in 
God’s house, away from the attachments of the 
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friends of home, living amid the Consecrated 
Spouse of the Lamb, and under the same roof 
with Jesus in the Tabernacle, her soul revels, 
so to speak, in all the exquisite luxuries of de- 
votion. 

During her Convent years, short or long as 
the case may be, she is industrious, and culti- 
vates to the best, the taste and talents that 
God gave her. To the good Sisters she is ever 
grateful and obedient. To her companions, her 
daily life, her amiable manners, her sweet tem- 
per, her fervent piety, is a constant sermon, a 
daily renewal of the best resolutions of a most 
fervent retreat. 

_ Her education is finished; and the voice 
that whispered softly but faintly at her first 
Communion is now clear, loud, and distinct. 

“Come, spouse of Christ,” . . . “follow 
me.” . .. “ Hearken, ) daughter, and see, 
and incline thy ear, and forget thy people and 
thy father’s house. And the King shall greatly 
desire thy beauty, for He is the Lord thy God” 
(Ps. xliv. 11). “ And every one that hath left 
house or brethren or sisters, or father or 
mother, or wife or children, or lands for my 
sake, shall receive a hundredfold and shall pos- 
sess life everlasting” (Matth. xix. 29). 

The voice is heard, the call obeyed, the 
world rejected, the better part is chosen, the 
inspiration at first Communion to be the 
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Spouse of the Lamb is renewed, is being be- 
come a reality. 

Sometimes the path from the school to the 
cell is ready and straight; and happy the child 
who is ready for the journey ; and hence never 
tastes the sweets or bitters of the world. Happy 
soul! She is like the Angels, who never sinned. 
She is like the virginal Saints, who never 
stained the white robe of baptismal innocence, 
who never sullied the white lily of immaculate 
purity by a grievous sin. Among the sister- 
hood in the community she is ever joyous, 
cheerful and happy, as if she had never sinned 
in Adam. Happy soul! She has already a 
foretaste of the sweets and peace of Paradise. 

Very often the opposite takes place. he 
parents idolize their darling child; she is so 
sweet, so loving, so winning. The parents pro- 
fess their willingness to obey the call of God, 
and to make the sacrifice ; yet they want delay 
and must test the vocation. 

The good parents are a little worldly, though 
seemingly willing to give their child to God, 
are yet anxious to attach her to the world. The 
holy child in sweet obedience returns to her 
parents’ mansion. She dresses in all the finery 
and fashion of the age. She goes to balls, 
parties, and theatres: She is the admired of 
all. She has wealth, fortune, beauty, and 
noble family distinctions. She is accomplished 
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to perfection. The winning trait of all is the 
simple, blushing modesty that shines uncon- 
sciously in her eyes and countenance. In so- 
ciety she appears happy, nay, brilliant. She 
sweetly smiles, but the love of her soul is cen- 
tred in the nearest Tabernacle where her 
Divine Spouse resides, bound there, by a chain 
of Love Divine. 

With beauty, wealth, nobility at her side, 
there are many suitors for her hand. Little 
do they know of the secrets of her inner heart ; 
the vows made at her first Communion to con- 
secrate her soul and body to Jesus the Lamb— 
vows renewed weekly in the boundless ocean 
of the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

In society sweetly does she smile. Little do 
her lovers know the secrets. Her smile, her 
love, her thoughts, are directed to the Taber- 
nacle, where her Lord, her Love, her King re- 
sides. 

Every suitor to her hand is gently rejected, 
rich presents politely returned. Like St. 
Agnes, long ago her heart, her affections, are 
engaged to another Lover, and He has given 
her precious jewels as a token of His love. The 
Lover and Beloved is our Blessed Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The Holy Ghost has said: “Vanity of 
vanities, and all things are vanity” (Ecce. xii. 
8). All the pleasures of the world cannot 
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fill or satisfy the longings and cravings of the 
human soul. How beautifully St. Augustine 
expresses 1t—“ Thou hast made us, O Lord, 
for Thyself, and our hearts can find no rest 
but in Thee.” 

The young lady has seen, nay tasted, in a 
sense, all the joys and pleasures which the world 
possesses. The pleasures are tasteless, nay, 
gall; the call of God is louder and clearer ; 
and her aspiration to be with God alone are 
intensified. 

Her sweet, gentle obedience to her parents 
has conquered them. They acknowledge the 
higher claims of God upon their child; and 
the long-delayed consent is given. 

Like the bird freed from the bondage of the 
cage expands her wings to enjoy her native 
liberty, so the heart of our Postulant, freed 
from the bondage and slavery of the world, 
dilates with joy, and flies straight to the pare 
embraces of her Divine Lord. With serene 
peace she quits for ever the world and its 
follies. The gay and brilliant ballroom is ex- 
changed for a little cell. A print of the Cruci- 
fied, the Sacred Heart, the Blessed Mother, and 
her favourite Saint, is the furniture; and a 
coarse habit supplies the place of the finery 
and fashion of the day.* 
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*She once was a lady of honour and wealth, 

Bright glow’d on her features the roses of health; 
Her vesture was blended of silk and of gold, 

And her motion shook perfume from every fold: 
Joy revell’d around her, love shone at her side, 
And gay was her smile, as the glance of a bride; 
And light was her step in the mirth-sounding hall, 
When she heard of the daughters of Vincent de Paul. 


She felt, in her spirit, the summons of grace, 
That call’d her to live for her suffering race; 

And heedless of pleasure, of comfort, of home, 
Rose quickly, like Mary, and answer’d, “I come.” 
She put from her person the trappings of pride, 
And pass’d from her home with the joy of a bride, 
Nor wept at the threshold, as onward she moy’d— 
For her heart was on fire in the cause it approved. 


Lost ever to fashion—to vanity lost, 

That beauty that once was the song and the toast— 
No more in the ball-room that figure we meet; 
But gliding at dusk to the wretch’s retreat, 
Forgot in the halls is that high-sounding name, 
For the Sister of Charity blushes at fame: 

Forgot are the claims of her riches and birth, 
For she barters for heaven the glory of earth. 


Those feet, that to music could gracefully move, 
Now bear her alone on the mission of love; 

Those hands that once dangled the perfume and gem, 
Are tending the helpless, or lifted for them; 

That voice, that once echoed the song of the vain, 
Now whispers relief to the bosom of pain; 

And the hair that was shining with diamond and pearl, 
Is wet with the tears of the penitent girl. 


Her down-bed, a pallet—her trinklets, a bead; 
Her lustre—one taper, that serves her to read; 
Her sculpture—the crucifix nailed by her bed; 
Her paintings—one print of the thorn-crowned head; 
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Her cushion—the pavement that wearies her knees; 
Her music—the psalm, or the sigh of disease: 

The delicate lady lives mortified there, 

And the feast is forsaken for fasting and prayer. 


Yet not to the service of heart and of mind, 

Are the cares of that heayen-minded virgin confined. 
Like Him, whom she loves, to the mansions of grief, 
She hastes with the tidings of joy and relief. 

She strengthens the weary, she comforts the weak, 
And soft is her voice in the ear of the sick; 
Where want and affliction on mortals attend, 

The Sister of Charity there is a friend. 


Unshrinking where pestilence scatters his breath, 
Like an angel she moves ’mid the vapours of death! 
Where rings the loud musket, and flashes the sword, 
Unfearing she walks, for she follows her Lord. 
How sweetly she bends o’er each plague-tainted face, 
With looks that are lighted with holiest grace; 
How kindly she dresses each suffering limb, 

For she sees in the wounded the image of Him. 


Behold her, ye worldly! behold her, ye vain! 
Who shrink from the pathway of virtue and pain; 
Who yield up to pleasure your nights and your days, 
Forgetful of service, forgetful of praise. 

Ye lazy philosophers, self-seeking men— 

Ye fireside philanthropists, great at the pen, 
How stands in the balance your eloquence, weigh’d 
With the life and the deeds of that highborn maid? 


In the profane world the elect spouse of the 
Lord was like a fish out of water. She is at 
last at home; she is in God’s holy house; she 
is alone with her Saviour; she is the “ Dove of 
the Tabernacle.” 

Sometimes God permits a fierce struggle be- 
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tween nature and grace; the spirit of the world 
and the Spirit of God; between flesh and 
blood, and the chaste aspirations of the “ Child 
of Mary.” 

Let us here remark, the holier the soul, the 
fonder and the more tender are her affections. 
The innocent, sinless Postulant approaches 
near our Blessed Lady, nay, even the Sacred 
Humanity of our Divine Lord. She therefore 
loves most affectionately—we won't use the 
word passionately—her parents, her cear 
brothers and sisters, and the old house at 
home ; and hence the parting is like the wound 
of a double-edged sword. Let us give one ex- 
ample. 

On the happy morning of her entering re- 
ligion, Blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque was 
beside herself with joy. “Never,” she says, 
“did my heart feel such joy and strength. I 
felt as if I was a slave delivered from chains 
and prison to enter the house of her Spouse, 
and to enjoy in full liberty His presence.” 

God sent His last pang. “I must acknow- 
ledge,” she writes, “that when the time came 
for my entering, I was assailed by such violent 
trouble, that it seemed to me that my soul was 
on the point of being separated from my body. 
But no sooner had I entered, than my trouble 
ceased, and it was shown to me that our Lord 
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had taken off from me the sackcloth of my 
captivity, and clothed me with the robe of 
gladness. I was, in fact, so transported with 
joy, that I exclaimed—‘ It is here that my God 
would have me to be.’ ” 

It is said the nearest approach to Paradise 
on earth is a Jesuit Novitiate. Perhaps 
nearer to the sweets of Heaven, though less 
known, as more hidden, is the Novice Child of 
Mary. It is not our intention to describe here 
the life of the perfect religious, the great 
Saints; but simply to give the outlines of the 
daily life of the ordinary nun, in countless 
thousands, in almost every land and. every 
clime; and that in view to their future Purga- 
tory. 

The call or bell at four, five, or fixed time is 
heard, and the first act of the holy soul is a 
Spiritual Communion. She invites Jesus in 
the Tabernacle into her heart, and she enter- 
tains her Divine Guest with holy affections. 

Modestly does she dress, and recalls the sub- 
ject of meditation overnight. She is soon in 
the choir, and offers her tender love, the first 
fruits of the day, and the works of the whole 
day to Jesus in the Tabernacle. At meditation 
there is little or no distraction; for the mind, 
soul, and heart are fixed on God. Holy Mass 
is Paradise. She joins the millions of Angels 
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welcoming and adoring Jesus coming down 
from Heaven, and dying mystically on the 
altar, as He died really on the Cross. The 
great Saint Augustine cries out: “O to be 
venerated the priest in whose hands, as in the 
womb of Mary, the Son of God becomes incar- 
nate.”* 

Of the value of Holy Mass, the Council of 
Trent says: “The same Christ is contained 
and immolated (on the altar) in an unbloody 
manner, who once offered Himself in a bloody 
manner on the altar of the Cross. . . For 
the Victim is one and the same; the same now 
offering Himselt by the ministry of priests, 
who then offered Himself on the Cross” (Sess. 
SU Ca): 

In Holy Communion she bathes, so to speak, 
her soul in the infinite ocean of the love of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

The duties and charges of the day are done 
in obedience thus carrying out the Divine Will 
Every act and work is offered to God in union 
with the infinite actions of Jesus; and fervent 
secret aspirations keep the soul in the Divine 
Presence. 

Her eyes opened with a Spiritual Commu- 
nion, so they close inviting Jesus into her 
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heart, and thus as the Holy Ghost says of St. 
Stephen, the first martyr, “she falls asleep in 
the Lord.” What a holy beginning, spending 
and ending, of the day! Well may Angels be 
jealous of the sinless, fervent Novice! 

The Profession day is announced, her bridal 
day, her solemn nuptial to her Divine Spouse 
the Lamb of God. In solemn prostration and 
before the Sacred Host she makes her three 
vows—of poverty, chastity, and obedience. She 
consecrates her whole mind and soul and their 
faculties, her body and its senses, her whole 
days and nights, her whole life and death, to 
the love and service of her Divine Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 

A few extracts from the Ceremony will 
edify the pious reader. After the post-Com- 
munion, the Superioress says aloud: “ Offer to 
God the sacrifice of praise. The Religious 
answer: “And pay thy vows to the Most 
High.” The Novice says: “I will pay my 
vows to the Lord in the sight of all His people, 
in the courts of the house of the Lord.” 

With a heart and face beaming with holy 
joy, the Novice says: “The empire of the 
world, and all the grandeur of this earth, I 
have despised for the love of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whom I have seen, whom I have loved, 
in whom I have believed, and towards whom 
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my heart inclineth.” . . “I have chosen 
to be an abject in the house of my Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Before the Sacred Host the holy Novice 
makes her vows. “I do vow and promise to 
God, Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience,” &c. 

With delight the Celebrant says: “Come, 
Spouse of Christ, receive the crown which the 
Lord hath prepared for thee in eternity.” 

This is the time and place to make a funda- 
mental remark which we will refer to later on. 

St. Thomas, the Angel of the Schools, and 
most Divines teach that the perfect and solemn 
Profession cancels all sins and the temporal 
punishment due to sin; and thus by this per- 
fect holocaust of Profession the soul, no matter 
how sinful in early life, gets back the white 
robe of her baptismal innocence. She comes 
as sinless from the altar, as she came from the 
font. O, the infinite mercy, goodness, and love 
of Jesus to those who make sacrifices for His 
sake ! 

With a big and willing heart the newly-pro- 
fessed enters into the routine of her daily 
duties. arly rising at the first tip of the 
bell in cold or heat; meditation; Holy Mass, 
Holy Communion, fervent visits to the Taber- 
nacle, pious reading, prayer and penance make 
up the spiritual duties of the day. 
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The call of obedience will send her other 
duties. ‘The call may be to spend her day m 
the schoolroom among the poorest of the poor. 
In the soul of each poor child she sees the 
image of her Maker, and lovingly she does the 
holy work. The call may be to the Magdalen 
’ Asylum, to reclaim the lost, the fallen of her 
own sex. The call may be to the fever or leper 
hospital, to spend and waste her life among the 
sick and afflicted. Sometimes a greater sacri- 
fice is asked for, and is willingly given. The 
call is to bid adieu for ever to home friends and 
country ; and, carrying her life in her hands, 
to help to make known the sweet name of Jesus 
among pagans and savages. 

Sometimes the young religious is taken away 
in her first fervour. Like St. Aloysius, she 1s 
ripe for Heaven. 

How exquisite and unctuous are the words 
of the inspired Text applicable to the young 
religious as to the young Levite: “He was taken 
away lest wickedness should alter his under- 
standing, or deceit beguile his soul. : 
Being made perfect in a short space, he ful- 
filled a long time. For his soul pleased God, 
therefore he hastened to bring him out of the 
midst of iniquities” (Wisdom iv. 2). 

Earth is not fit for such a soul; she is ripe 
for Heaven. The virgin lily is not cut, but 
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transplanted from earth to Heaven, to blush 
and blossom before the Lord of Hosts. Happy 
soul! She gains Heaven at an easy rate. She 
goes straight, or almost so, in the full fervour 
of her first love to join in Paradise the choir of 
the holy virgins, whose unique privilege is to 
sing a hymn that none but virgin tips dare 
pronounce; and follow the Lamb wherever He 
goeth. 


“And they sung, as it were, a new canticle 


before the throne . . . and no man could 
say the canticle, but those hundred forty-four 
thousand . . for they are virgins. These 


follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth ” 
(Apoc. xiv. 4). 

Let us cast one glance at the death-bed of 
this young angelic soul. At her first Com- 
munion she pores her virgin love to Jesus 
Christ. Later on, in the bloom of her beauty, 
she vowed her young love, her sinless soul and 
body for time and eternity to Jesus Christ, her 
Divine Spouse. The sinless child, on her hard 
pallet, in her little cell, is awaiting the coming 
of the Bridegroom. She is in sweet joy, long- 
ing to be dissolved and be with Christ. She 
has nothing to leave, for long ago she gave all 
she possessed, not only her wealth and fortune, 
but her whole soul and body for time and eter- 
nity to Jesus Christ, her Divine Spouse. Living 
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and dying in the Divine Will she “ falls asleep 
in the Lord.” O holy soul! O happy death! 

Her eyes open in judgment to hear from her 
Divine Spouse, whom she so faithfully served 
and loved: “Well done, good and faithful 
servant, because thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will place thee over many things. 
Enter thou into the joy of the Lord” (Matt. 
xxv. 21). 

God does not always take to Himself the 
angelic soul in the full flow of her first fervour. 
Grey hairs and length of years is the lot of the 
majority. Hidden and unknown, she spent her 
youth, her womanhood, her life, in the dusty 
schoolroom, in the fever hospital, in the Mag- 
dalen asylum, or on the burning sands of a 
foreign clime. During life, she has from time 
to time pains, trials, humiliations, nay, 
sufferings. And the more holy she is, the more 
she gets to feel. God, desirous to purify the 
gold, to sanctify more and more the chosen 
soul. 

It is only in Heaven, in sweet “ Patria,” that 
pain and sorrow cease. “And God,” says the 
Sacred Text, “shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, nor 
mourning, nor crying; nor sorrow shall be any 
more, for the former things have passed away ” 
(Apoc. xxi. 4). 
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The gentle touch of the cross sweetens all the 
pains and trials of life. Every pain, little or 
big, is placed, through Mary’s hands, in the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Tabernacle, and 
comes out a jewel. 

In serene peace she accepts joys and sorrows, 
sweets and bitters, peace and pain, from the 
hands of her Divine Spouse. Like the blessed 
in Paradise, she is ever in serene calm and 
peace, ever resigned to, and doing the Holy 
Will of the Almighty. During her whole life 
she was the living, perfect model of humility, 
obedience, and self-sacrifice. Kind to all, the 
nurse of the sick; a gentle, sweet word and 
smile to any sister in pain or trouble; ever 
seeking the last and lowest place. In a word, 
the perfect religious. 

The end is come at last. The long life of 
prayer, penance, sacrifice, and labour—long be- 
fore the grey hours of dawn, and after the 
many hours of dusk—is about to close. The 
sweet voice that called her in her innocent 
youth to be the spouse of the Lamb is now 
clear and distinct. “Come, you blessed of My 
Father, possess the kingdom prepared for you ~ 
from the foundation of the world” (Matt. xxv. 
34). “Come, Spouse of Christ, accept the 
crown which the Lord hath prepared for thee 
in eternity.” 
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Contemplate for a moment the last illness, 
the death-bed of the holy nun. She has nothing 
to bequeath. Long ago she devoted and vowed 
to her Divine Lord, her fortune, her youth and 
beauty ; her whole life. When the world was 
asleep, she was watching, absorbed in prayer, 
before the Tabernacle. With what fervour, 
love, humility, and resignation she receives the 
last Sacraments, especially Jesus in the Holy 
Communion, the Sacred Viaticum, the Divine 
passport from earth to Heaven! During the 
last illness, short or long, pain or painless, who 
can number the countless acts of perfect love, 
holy contrition, serene conformity to the Divine 
Will. 

At the last moment a sunbeam of glory plays 
round her pillow, and thus in serene joy falls 
asleep in the Lord. 

If passion could enter Heaven, the very 
Angels would be jealous of such a life and such 
a death. 

Of her eternal salvation there is a moral if 
not an absolute certainty. Of her purgatory 
we will have a word later on. Lest we may 
forget it later on, let us here insert the con- 
soling conventual phrase: “THE DEATH OF THE 
HOLY NUN IS A STEP FROM THE CELL TO Para- 
DISE.” 

We have taken for example the lady of noble 
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family, of gentle blood. Let us now descend 
to the middle ranks, nay to the lowly, the poor 
man’s child. God is no acceptor of persons. 
All are equal in His eyes. Sanctity, not rank 
of life wins Paradise. The Child of Mary, Ln- 
fant de Marve, is found in every walk of life. 
The sweet voice and call of the Lamb is heard 
and obeyed in the modest dwelling of the poor, 
in the homes of the better class, as in the 
stately mansion of the noble. In the convents 
‘of every Catholic country in the world are 
found the nobly born ladies, the daughters of 
the middle classes, and the poor man’s child ; 
all living in peace and charity ; the’ only rivalry 
is that each sister is endeavouring to be the 
last, the least, the most hidden member of the 
community. 

To describe the life of another nun, nay, a 
lay sister, would be only to re-write and accen- 
tuate what we have already done. With due 
allowance for diversity of character, education, 
more or less fervour, the Novitiate, the Pro- 
fession, the daily life and death of all nuns are 
as we have above portrayed. 


Section XV. 
Seventh Example-—The Holy Priest. 


One test case more. It is the holy ambition 
of most Christian mothers, but especially Irish 
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mothers, to give a son to the altar, even more 
than a daughter to the cloister. 

Such a child is marked out from infancy, and 
watched over with zealous care by a pious 
mother. The first words the tongue lisps are 
the sweet names of Jesus and Mary. The 
pious aspirations of the little boy are inspired, 
seen, and fostered. Dearer than the very 
apple of her eye is the soul of the young son to 
the holy mother. 

The first confession, at about the age of seven 
years, is the first memorable event of youth. 
The confessions are repeated month by month. 
At first Communicn, in due time, he conse- 
crates his first tender, sinless, warm love, his 
heart and soul, his whole life and death to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

At first Communion, as is the case of the 
bride of the Lamb, so the call to the altar is 
clear and distinct. Study and piety go hand 
in hand. The aspirations to the Sacred Min- 
istry are being more and more developed; and 
in due time, either at home or in the Seminary, 
the Latin Grammar is put into the hands of 
the young Levite. 

Now begins the long course of preparation, 
the long years—eight, ten, or twelve—of 
prayer, silence, and study for the holy priest- 
hood. 
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We may well presume that the young Levite 
left. his holy paternal home for the Seminary 
with his baptismal innocence, his pure soul 
never stained by one mortal sin. 

During his collegiate life, or perhaps at the 
end, or after his Sacred Ordination, higher and 
holier aspirations dawn upon his soul; and the 
clear voice of God calls him to serve God in a 
religious Order. 

Contemplate for a moment the life of the 
holy Religious! By holy obedience he is ap- 
pointed a missioner, that is, to spend and waste 
away his life in the duties of the pulpit, and 
the fetid air of the confessional, among the 
stupid, the ignorant, the sinful—winning souis 
to Jesus Christ. His obedience may be to hide 
his brilliant talents in the dusty schoolroom, 
hidden and unknown to the world. 

For His chosen servants and special friends, 
if we be allowed so to speak, the good God gives 
a call harder to flesh and blood. The pagan 
and wild savage are to be evangelised. The 
saving name of Jesus is to be preached and 
made known to every creature. The call is to 
bid an eternal adieu to home and country, kin- 
dred and friend, and spend and waste away 
his youth, talents, and life among the pagans 
of China, Japan, Corea, Madagascar, or under 
the tropical sun of Central Africa. With his 
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Breviary in hand, his Crucifix on his breast, 
carrying his life in his hands, the holy priest 
goes to his post, awaiting, wishing, nay longing 
to fertilize with his blood the vineyard com- 
mitted to his care. Though he does not actu- 
ally shed his blood for the faith, yet his life is 
a perpetual martyrdom. 

The sacrifice is the same. Holy obedience 
sends one priest to spend and waste away his 
years in the fetid atmosphere of the confes- 
sional; another to spend his days hidden and 
unknown in the dusty schoolroom; a third to 
live and die on the burning sands of a foreign 
clime. In either case premature old age, or 
an early grave, is the result. Such a soul is 
not fit for dull earth. She is ripe for Heaven. 

Meditate for a second on the last moments 
of this servant of God. Whether at home or 
abroad the last summons comes in due time. 
In sweet, serene peace the call is heard. Death 
and judgment have no terror for such a soul. 
In the past a sinless, innocent boyhood. In 
the college long years of prayer, mortification, 
and hard study, a preparation for the Sacred 
Ministry. Then his holy priesthood, all his 
manhood, his premature grey hairs, all the 
affections of his heart, all the faculties of his 
intellect, every movement of his body, are 
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wasted and spent in the service of his Divine 
Lord, our Blessed Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Even to the big sinner our Blessed Lord, 
Jesus Christ, is merciful, kind, and forgiving. 
The price paid for every soul is His Precious 
Blood. 

In the case above described, the sentence is: 
“Well done, good and faithful servant, because 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, T 
will place thee over many things, enter thou 
into the joy of the Lord” (Math. xxv. 21). 
Holy, happy death! “Precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of His saints” (Ps. xx. 
14). “Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord. From henceforth now, saith the spirit, 
that they may rest from their labour” (Apoc. 
xiv. 13), Happy death! MHappier judgment! 
“Come, ye blessed of My Father, possess you 
the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world” (Math. xxv. 34). 

The above is a mere outline, a colourless 
painting, so to speak, of the life and death of 
every Religious. Man sees the exterior; but 
the secret prayer, the perpetual sacrifice, the 
holy desires, the fervent resolutions, the inti- 
mate union of the soul with God, the heavenl7 
communing of the creature with his Creator, 
the perpetual light of God’s presence upon the 
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soul, the countless secret aspirations of burning 
love—all are known to God alone. 

Of the eternal salvation of such a priest 
there is a moral if not an absolute certainty. 
Of his purgatory a word immediately. 

In these test cases or examples we had in 
view Purgatory; but we had a higher aim, to 
depict the hideousness of sin and crime in the 
lives of the wicked; that by the grace of God 
men may shun and hate sin, and a sinful life. 
Even in this world the wicked, the sinful man 
or woman has no serene joy. There is no peace 
to the wicked, saith the Lord. The worm of a 
guilty conscience gnaws them day and night. 

We have loved to give many examples of 
holy lives in different states, secular and regu- 
lar. We have endeavoured to delineate the 
beauties of virtue; the peace, sweetness, and 
joy that God imparts to those who serve Him. 
In storm or sunshine; in pains, tribulations, 
sorrows, as in joys, they are ever happy, be 
cause reconciled to God’s Divine will. Their 
death is happy—*to fall asleep in the Lord ” 
—their judgment merciful—* Come ye blessed 
of My Father”; their Purgatory short, the 
joys of Paradise for all eternity their reward. 

These test cases are given, that all, by the 
grace of God, may be induced to follow the holy 
examples. 
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Section XVI. 


The Sweet Consolations and Holy Joys of the 
Just in this World in every State of life. 


It may not be out of place to say here a 
few words on the sweet consolations, peace, 
happiness, nay, holy joys, the good God showers 
upon His faithful servants in this life, both in 
the cloister and in the world. It will stimulate 
all, by the grace of God, to serve Him faith- 
fully in the state of life in which His Divine 
Providence has placed them. The swect, holy 
consolations are as copious to pious souls in the 
world of every class, rich or poor, as to the vir- 
gins of the cloister and holy priests. 

Let us here declare that the holy, fervent 
Religious, in the ordinary course of God’s Pro- 
vidence, will have, from time to time, pains and 
trials, crosses and contradictions ; sometimes of 
body, other times of mind; and the holier the 
soul the more pointed the arrow, the sting of 
pain. The truth of the Gospel will hold for 
ever. The Redeemer says: “If any man will 
come after Me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow Me” (Math. xvi. 24). 
St. Paul says: “I chastise my body and bring 
it into subjection, lest perhaps when I have 
preached to others, I myself should become » 
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castaway” (1 Cor. ix. 27). The fight, the 
struggle for perfection and perseverance is 
hard, and will last from the full use of reason 
till the last instant of life. “Our wrestling,” 
continues the Apostle, “is not against flesh and 
blood; but against principalities and powers ; 
against the rulers of the world of this darkness ; 
against the spirit of wickedness in high places’ 
(Eph. vi. 12). 

The Holy Ghost gives the warning, and ad- 
monishes the holy soul to prepare her soul for 
temptation. “Son, when thou comest to the 
service of God, stand in justice and in fear, and 
prepare thy soul for temptation. : 
Humble thy heart andendure . . . in thy 
sorrow endure, and in thy humilations keep 
patience. For gold and silver are tried in the 
fire, but acceptable men in the furnace of hu- 
miliations ” (Kee. ii. 1). 

Small is the reward to serve God in peace 
and sunshine; but the true test is to be faith- 
ful in darkness, trials, storms, and tribulations. 

Even in this world there is no body so happy 
as the fervent, holy Religious. The good God 
imparts the sweetest consolations to His faith- 
ful servant. They receive hundredfold here, 
and life everlasting hereafter. 

Our Blessed Redecmer says: “And every 
one that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father or mother, or wife or children, or 
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lands for my sake, shall receive a hundredfold, 
and shall possess life everlasting” (Math. xiv. 
29). 

How beautiful are the words of St. Paul: 
“Blessed be the God and the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all comfort. Who comforteth us 
in all our tribulations. . . . For as the 
sufferings of Christ abound in us; _ so also by 
Christ doth our comfort abound” (2 Cor. 1). 

And again the Apostle says: “ For all things 
are for your sakes; that the grace abounding 
through many may abound in thanksgiving 
unto the glory of God. For that which is 
at present momentary, and light of our tribu- 
lation, worketh for us above measure, exceed- 
ingly an eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. iv. 
17). “Great is my confidence for you, great 
is my glorying for you. I am filled with com- 
fort. I exceedingly abound with joy in all our 
tribulation ” (Lbid). 

Holy Job, in the darkest midnight of his 
abandonment, sufferings, and humiliations, felt 
happy in his resignation to the Divine Will. 
“Naked I came out of my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return thither; the Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away, as it hath 
pleased the Lord, so be it done; Blessed be the 
name of the Lord” (i. 21). 

The sweet spiritual consolations, nay, joys, 
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God gives to the holy souls are a foretaste of 
the joys of Paradise. 

“How great is the multitude of Thy sweet- 
ness, O Lord, which Thou hast hidden for those 
that fear Thee” (Ps. xxx. 20). The “ Imitation 
of Christ ” says: “ Unspeakable, indeed, is the 
sweetness of Thy contemplation which Thou 
bestowest on those that love Thee. ; 
They shall find the most sweet consolations of 
the Holy Ghost, who, for the love of thee, have 
cast away all carnal delights. . . . O 
sacred state of religious bondage which makes 
men equal to angels, pleasing to God, terrible 
to devils, and commendable to all the faithful 

; O service worthy to be embraced, and 
always to be wished for, which leads to the 
Supreme Good, and procures a joy that will 
never end ” (B. pees x) elt there be. joyo im 
this world, certainly the man whose heart is 
pure enjoys it.” “To be without Jesus is a 
grievous hell; to be with Jesus a sweet para- 
dise.” 

We shall end by one passage from St. John 
of the Cross: “The soul of one who serves God 
always swims in joy, always keeps holiday, is 
always in her palace of jubilation, ever singing 
with fresh ardour and fresh pleasure a new song 
of joy and love. . . . Perfect love of God 
makes death welcome and most sweet, to a 
soul. They who love thus, die with burning 
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ardour, and impetuous flight through the ve- 
hemence of their desires of mounting up to 
their beloved. 

The rivers of love in the heart, now swell 
almost beyond all bounds, being just going to 
enter the ocean of love. So vast and so serene 
are they that they seem even now calm seas, 
and the soul overflows with torrents of joy 
upon the point of entering into the full pos- 
session of God. She seems already to behold 
that glory, and all things in her seem already 
turned into love, seeing there remains no other 
separation than a thin web, the prison of the 
body being almost broken.”* 

One sweet passage from St. Francis Xavier 
to St. Ignatius: “The dangers to which I am 
exposed, and the pains I take for interest of 
God alone, are the inexhaustible springs of 
spiritual joy ; in so much, that these islands are 
bare of all worldly necessaries, are places in the 
world for a man to lose his sight with excess of 
weeping; but they are tears of joy. I remem- 
ber not ever to have tasted such interior de- 
lights; and these consolations are so pure, so 
exquisite, and so constant, that they take from 
me all sense of my corporal sufferings.” 

Sometimes amid the great physical sufferings 
and privations, so great’ was the heavenly con- 
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solation that he had to go to the brook to bathe 
his breast to cool the excess of Divine love. 
He sometimes opened his cassock before his 
breast, declaring he was not able to support 
the abundance of heavenly consolations. He 
was often heard to cry out: “It is enough, my 
Lord, it is enough.” One passage more from 
this great Saint: “O my Lord, give me not so 
much comfort and joy in this life, or if by ex- 
cess of mercy Thou wilt heap it upon me, take 
me to Thyself, and make me partaker of Thy 
glory. For he who has once in his interior feel- 
ing tasted Thy sweetness, must necessarily find 
life too bitter so long as he is deprived of the 
sight of Thee.”* 

These sweet consolations and holy joys dur- 
ing life, and especially at death, do not belong 
exclusively to holy priests and fervent religious. 
Infinite thanks, praise, and thanksgiving to 
God, it is the life and death of all fervent 
Catholics in every state of life, gentle and sim- 
ple, rich and poor. In the palaces of the rich, 
in the cabins of the poor, in the workhouse, the 
poor stranger, pilgrim, stricken down on the 
roadside by fever, cholera, or small pox—all the 
same—in the last Sacraments, Penance, Abso- 
lution, Extreme Unction, Holy Viaticum, Jesus 
showers His infinite graces, blessings, and 


" * Life of St. Francis Xavier. Alban Butler p. 610. 
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sweetness upon the departing soul. How often 
the holy priest and holy nun would wish and 
covet the holy life and happy death of the poor 
of Christ. 


Srcrion XVII. 
In View of Purgatory.—Indulgences. 


We must bear in mind also that the Church 
has her treasures. She has the infinite merits 
of our Blessed Saviour, Jesus Christ ; and the 
superabundant merits of the Blessed Virgin, 
and the Saints. The Church dispenses these 
treasures by holy Indulgences. 

Indulgences remit a part, sometimes the 
whole of the temporal punishment due to sin. 
Let us quote the Council of Trent: “ Whereas 
the power of conferring Indulgences was 
granted by Christ to the Church, and she has. 
even in the most ancient times used the said 
power, delivered unto her by God; the Sacred 
Holy Synod teaches and enjoins that the use 
of Indulgences, for Christian people most salu- 
tary, and approved of by the authority of the 
sacred Councils, is to be retained in the 
Church ; and it condemns with anathema those 
who either assert that they are useless ; or who 
deny that there is in the Church the power of 
granting them” (Sess. xxv.) 

There are partial, and sometimes plenary In- 
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dulgences attached to many of the pious acts 
and prayers of the day. Plenary Indulgences 
may be gained after Holy Communion; by 
doing the Stations of the Cross, by being mem- 
bers of certain Confraternities, and wearing 
Scapulars, with due conditions. 

Partial Indulgences of days, quarantines, 
nay, years, to pious recitations of Beads, Litan- 
ies, prayers, and countless aspirations. 

Hence we may conclude, as certain, that the 
pious classes we have been describing, have lost 
no opportunity of gaining all the Indulgences 
possible during life, and at the hour of death 
none or little of the temporal punishment re- 
mained to be cancelled in the fire of Purgatory. 

All intelligent and pious Catholics endeavour 
to gain all the Indulgences they can for their 
own souls, and for the relief of the poor suffer- 
ing souls in Purgatory. 


Section X VIII. 
In View of Purgatory.—Prayer and Penance. 


Prayer and penance cancel sin and the tem- 
poral punishment due to sin. Every Christian, 
to save his soul, must fast and pray; and do 
penance. Prayer is absolutely necessary for 
the salvation of every adult. | Without the 
grace of God we can not be saved, and grace is 
obtained by prayer. For the above truth we 
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have the Word of God. “ Without Me,” says 
the Redeemer, “you can do nothing” (John 
xv. 5). “Not that we are sufficient to think 
any thing of ourselves as of ourselves, but our 
sufficiency is from God” (2 Cor. i. 5). For 
it is God who worketh in you both to will and 
to accomplish according to His good will” 
(Pla) sas a3): The Council of Trent 
defines: “If any saith that without the 
prevenient inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 
and without his help, man can _ believe, 
hope, love, or be penitent as he ought 

let him be anathema” (Sess. xi. Can. 
ili.) 

The power of prayer to do all things, to can- 
cel sin, and the debt due to sin, is as clear from 
the sacred Text as its necessity. A few texts 
will suffice. Our Blessed Redeemer declares : 
“Ask and it shall be given to you: seek and 
you shall find: knock and it shall be opened 
to you. For every one that asketh receiveth: 
and he that seeketh findeth: and to him that 
knocketh, it shall be opened” (Math. vii. 7-8). 
“Amen, amen I say to you, if you ask the 
Father anything in My name He will give it 
to you. Hitherto you have asked nothing in 
My name. Ask, and you shall receive, that 
your joy may be full” (John xvi. 23). What- 
soever you shall ask the Father in My name, 
that I will do that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son” (John xiv. 13). 
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We cannot omit a few exquisite texts from 
the Old Testament. “Turn to me, and I will 
turn to you, saith the Lord of Hosts” (Zac. 1. 
3). “As I live, saith the Lord God, I desire not 
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye 
from your evil ways; and why will you die, O 
house of Israel?” (Ezech. xxxiii. 2). One text 
more: “Come and accuse me, saith the Lord: 
if your sins be as scarlet they shall be made as 
white as snow; if as red as crimson they shall 
be made as white as wool” (Isai. i. 18). 

Such is the necessity and power of prayer ; 
such the infinite mercy of God, and the sweet 
tender love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus! 

We shall say only a few words on the neces. 
sity and efficacy of penance to cancel sin, and 
the punishment due to sin. 

Penance, self-denial, or mortification is neces- 
sary for the salvation of every Christian. Our 
Blessed Redeemer says: “If any man will come 
after Me let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross and follow Me” (Math. xvi. 24). “Un- 
less you do penance, you shall all likewise per- 
ish” (Luke xii.) “If you live according to 
the flesh you shall die. But if by the spirit you 
mortify the deed of the flesh you shall live” 
(Rom. viii. 13), St. Paul says: “I chastise my 
body, and bring it into subjection, lest perhaps 
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when I have preached to others, I myself should 
become a castaway” (Rom. vii. 13), 

To overcome the three deadly enemies of our 
salvation—the world, the flesh, and the devil— 
the constant habit of self-denial is essential. 
“Our wrestling,” says St. Paul, “is not against 
flesh and blood; but against principalities and 
powers ; against the rulers of the world of this 
darkness; against the spirits of wickedness in 
high places” (Eph. vi. 12). The same Saint 
says the devil “as a roaring lion, goes about 
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter v. 8). 
So essential for salvation is the spirit of penance 
and self-denial. 

The poor penitent thief asked only a remem. 
brance, and the dying Saviour gave him par- 
don and Paradise. “This day thou shalt be 
with me in Paradise” (Luke xxiv. 43). 

Great sinners became great saints. | What 
cancelled their sins and the temporal punish- 
ment due to their sins? Penance and prayer. 
Mary of Egypt, Mary Magdalen, St. Peter, St. 
Augustine, Margaret of Cortona, and countless 
other great sinners went straight to Paradise 
at the moment of their death. What made 
their souls as pure as a sunbeam, as clear as 
crystal, as white as the virgin snow? Penance. 

Prayer and penance obtain Heaven for the 
greatest sinner; and frequently gain Paradise 
without an instant in Purgatory. Let us for 
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a moment review the test cases we have been 
considering. 

We have given examples from the upper 
class. For a gentleman or noble lady in the 
world to lead a stainless life, prayer and pen- 
ance are essential. Frequently in the palaces 
and mansions of the noble there are more aus- 
terities and penances than in the cabins of the 
poor, or even in the cloisters of the Religious. 
It is well known in Catholic circles that fre- 
quently noble ladies go to balls and theatres, 
dressed in all the finery and fashion of the age, 
to please their husbands, and keep their rank 
in society ; and yet wear hair shirts as instru- 
ments of penance. 

The lfe of the poor is perpetual penance. 
Their privation in food, in clothes, in beds and 
bed covering, is their purgatory on earth. We 
here gladly record the opinion of a holy Irish 
bishop. “TI believe,” said he, “if the Irish poor 
people accepted from the hands of God their 
privations and sufferings, and were resigned to 
God’s will without murmur or complaint, they 
would have little or no sufferings in Purgatory.” 

The life of the holy nun is prayer and pen- 
ance. Before the morning dawn, when the 
world is asleep, at the first sound of the beil, 
she rises to sing the praises of God. Tours of 
the day are spent before the Divine Lamb in 
the Tabernacle, in the dusty schoolroom among 
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poor and repulsive children. Long is the fast 
every morning awaiting the heavenly banquet 
of Holy Communion. By her vows she has 
given in sacrifice to God her whole being, soul 
and body, life and death, to God. Surely the 
life of the holy nun is prayer and penance. 

We shall give a few texts on the power or 
efficacy of penance to cancel sin, and the punish- 
ment due to sin. 

God sent His prophet Jonas to the wicked 
city of Ninive to announce: “ Forty days and 
Ninive shall be destroyed” (Jonas iii. 4). 

The people of Ninive did penance in sackcloth 
and ashes, and God pardoned the doomed city. 
God saw their works, that they were turned 
from their evil way, and God had mercy with 
regard to the evil He said that He would do 
them, and He did it not (Jonas ui. 10). 

In the New Testament the sweet mercy of 
Jesus shines forth briliantly before every other 
Divine Attribute. | What a hope and conso- 
lation to us all! I will have mercy and not 
sacrifice. For I am not come to call the just, 
but sinners” (Math. ix. 13). “The Son of 
Man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost” (Luke xix. 9). 

‘The prayer, “O God, be merciful to me a 
sinner,” changed the publican and sinner into 
a saint. A tender look of Jesus converted 
Zacheus; and so sincere was his conversion that 
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he cried out: “Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have wronged 
any man of anything, I restore him four-fold ” 
(Luke xix.) 

The life of a holy priest is that of prayer and 
penance. Prayer is the very life of his soul, 
and the very soul of his life. Long fasts every 
morning, especially on Sundays. Days spent 
in fetid atmosphere of the confessional amid sin 
and sorrow. At every hour of the day and 
night, no matter, in snow or storm, rain or hail, 
to the bog, the mountain, or garret, he must 
be ready to answer the call of the sick and 
dying. To the plague-stricken house, to the 
home of fever, small pox, or cholera, the faith- 
ful priest, carrying his life in his hands, cheer 
fully goes to prepare the departing soul to meet 
her God. 


Section XIX. 


In View of Purgatory. Plenary Indulgence 
an the hour of death. 


After conferring all the Sacraments, the last 
act of God’s minister is to impart the Papal 
Benediction, which includes a Plenary Indul- 
gence at the moment of death. 

Solemn and holy is the preparation for this 
final Benediction! At the direction of the 
priest, she makes an Act of perfect con- 
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trition for the sins of her whole life, makes an 
act of perfect resignation to the Divine Will, 
and accepts death, its pains and punishments, 
from the hands of God in conformity to His 
Blessed Will. 

Thus with the sweet name of Jesus on the 
lips and tongue; and when the tongue is para- 
lysed in the throes of death, with the sweet 
name of Jesus pronounced in the heart, the soul 
is ushered into the presence of the same Jesus 
for judgment. 

It is sound Catholic theology to hold that 
this final act of perfect contrition, the act of 
perfect resignation to God’s Divine Will, and 
the full acceptance of death and all its pains 
and punishments in conformity to God’s Blessed 
Will, may cancel all sins and the punishment 
due to sin; and to both we have the Plenary 
Indulgence at the final moment of the depart- 
ing soul. 

O Church of God! How Divine, sublime 
and heavenly are thy doctrines, thy practices, 
and thy blessings! 

Contemplate for a second the dying Catholic. 
The faithful priest, the “Sogart Aroon” is at 
his bedside. If not a general confession, at 
least a review of life is made in the most fer- 
vent accents, the absolution, the forgiveness 
of sins, is pronounced. Our Blessed Redeemer 
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said to His priests: “ Whose sins you shall for- 
give are forgiven them; whose sins you shall 
retain they are retained” (John xx. 21). 

Next is received the Holy Viaticum, the 
Body and Blood of our Blessed Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the passport to Paradise. How. sweet 
and holy are the words of our Blessed Lord: 
“T am the living bread which came down from 
Heaven. If any man eat of this bread he shall 
live for ever, and the bread that I will give is 
My flesh for the life of the world. . . . He 
that eateth this bread shall live for ever” (John 
vi.) Next is the Holy Sacrament of Extreme 
Unction to impart consolation, peace, comfort, 
nay joy to the departing soul. Last the Papal 
Benediction, imparting a Plenary Indulgence 
to the departing soul. This is only a ray of the 
infinite glories and blessings of the Catholic 
Church, showered upon her child from the 
cradle to the grave. 

For the dying Protestant there is no abso- 
lution, no Extreme Unction, no Indulgence. 
A cold chapter from the Protestant Bible the 
only consolation. O the withering curse of 
heresy! May the love and mercy of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Christ convert all heretics. 


T2 
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SECTION XX. 


In View of Purgatory. The Value of an Act 
of most intense perfect Contrition and 
Charity. 

Perfect charity, nay perfect contrition is 
sometimes so intense and fervent, as to cancel 
not only every stain of sin—mortal and venial 
—but even all the temporal punishment. No 
matter how sinful before, if the soul departed 
after one such act, she would fly straight to the 
bosom of her God. She would not have to 
stay one instant in Purgatory. 

The soul is inundated by the light of grace; 
is penetrated with sorrow for sin, is filled with 
the purest love. In a sense the soul and God 
forget sin. The soul is lost, absorbed, bathed 
in the infinite ocean of God's love. The soul is 
dearer to God after than before her fall. 

The following fact is recorded in the life of 
St. Vincent Ferrer. A great sinner came to 
him to confession. His contrition was intense, 
and he died before the Saint gave him absolu- 
lution. The Saint saw the soul of the penitent 
sinner go straight to Paradise, into the choirs 
of the Blessed. Remember this is not the 
rule; but for the favoured few; yet it is a con- 
solation to know and believe in the infinite mer- 
cies of God for the favoured few; perhaps we 
may be among them. 
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Now in the cases I above referred to, viz., the 
holy lay man or woman, the pious nun and de- 
voted priest, it is most reasonable to expect 
that the good God would give to such faithful 
servants, often during life, the fervent mo- 
ments after Holy Communion, and Divine 
Mass, and especially in their last illness, grace 
to elicit most intense acts of contrition and 
charity. Thus God would prepare such holy 
souls for the immediate possession of Himself. 


Section X XI. 


In View of Purgatory.—T he Infinite Mercy of 
Jesus. 


Before we come to our test cases let us for a 
moment reflect on the infinite mercy of God to 
man. There is no Divine attribute so promi- 
nent in the Sacred Scripture as mercy. The 
penitent King cries out: “The mercies of the 
Lord I will sing for ever” (Ps. Ixxxviii). “The 
Lord is gracious and merciful; patient and 
plenteous in mercy. The Lord is sweet to all, 
and His tender mercies are over all His works ” 
(Ps. cxliv. 8). 

The New Testament is the law of sweet 
mercy and love. The Sacred Heart of Jesus is 
the boundless ocean of sweet mercy. Nobody 
ever asked mercy of our Blessed Lord and was 
refused. “I will have mercy,” says the Re- 
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deemer, “ and not sacrifice. For I am not come 
to call the just, but sinners” ( Math. ix. 13). 
“The Son of Man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost” (Luke xix. 19). “I was 
not sent but to the sheep that are lost of the 
house of Israel” (Math. xv. 24). The parable 
of the Prodigal Son tells in the most touching 
strains the infinite mercy of our Blessed Lord 
to the greatest sinners. The sinner of to-day 
may be the saint of the morrow. Witness the 
conversion of St. Mary Magdalen, Saints Peter 
and Paul, the poor penitent thief; thousands 
known to the world; but countless millions 
known to God alone. In every church in Chris- 
tendom, weekly, in many daily, are great secret 
sinners reconciled to their God through the 
merits of the most Precious Blood of Jesus. 

If it be true, as it is, that our Blessed Lord 
never refused mercy and pardon to the greatest 
sinners ; to His most wicked enemies; to those 
who blasphemed Him and trampled upon His 
most Precious Blood; what must be His mercy, 
His love, we were about to say His gratitude, 
to those faithful souls, who, during their whole 
lives, did their very best to love Him and serve 
Him; who would rather die than offend Hin 
by one mortal sin; and who spent their days, 
their years, their whole lives in His Divine ser- 
vice. 
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St. Catherine of Genoa. 


For the greater glory of God, and for the 
consolation of countless millions of good Chiris- 
tians, who are doing their best, to use a com- 
mon phrase, to serve the good God, whether in 
the world or cloister, we here insert a few of 
the many remarkable sayings of St. Catherine 
of Genoa in her Treatise on Purgatory.* 

She writes: “I do not believe it would be 
possible to find any joy comparable to that of 
a soul in Purgatory, except the joy of the 
blessed in Heaven—a joy which goes on increa- 
sing day by day as God more and more flows 
in upon the soul, which He does abundantly 
in proportion as every hindrance to His en- 
trance is consumed away” (p. 9). 

In Chapter V., headed “ THE Peacr anp Joy 
or Purgatory,” the Saint says: “The souls in 
Purgatory, having their wills perfectly con- 
formed to the Will of God, and hence partaking 
of His goodness, remain satisfied with their 
condition” (p. 13). I see that the Being of 
Ged is so pure, far more than one can imagine, 
that should a soul see in itself the least mote 
of imperfection, it would rather cast itself into 
a thousand hells than go with that spot into 
the presence of the Divine Majesty. 


* Treatise on Purgatory, by St. Catherine of Gohoy 
With a Preface by Cardinal Manning. 
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I see the souls in Purgatory in the midst of 
their pains are sensible of doing two things. 

First, that they are suffering willingly; for 

when they perceive their own deserts, and God’s 
Majesty, they think that he is treating them 
with great leniency in afflicting them as He 
does; for had not goodness tempered justice 
with mercy, through the satisfactions of the 
Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, a thousand hells 
would have been the portion of a single sin 
through all eternity. Hence they suffer all 
their pains gladly; and would not rid them of 
a single pang; knowing that all is justly de- 
served, and righteously ordained. They no 
more complain of God, so far as their will is 
concerned, than if they were in life eternal . . . 
they experience great happiness which never 
grows less, but on the contrary goes on increa- 
sing the nearer they approach God. 
One glimpse of God exceeds every pain and 
every joy a man can conceive, and though it 
exceed, does not take away one particle of the 
joy or of the pain. 

Therefore seeing Purgatory ordained to take 
away such blemishes, it plunges therein, and 
deems it a great mercy that it can thus remove 
them . . . “It is true that the over- 
flowing love of God bestows upon the souls in 
Purgatory a happiness beyond expression 
great ; but this happiness does not in the least 
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diminish the pain—rather the pain is consti- 
tuted by this love finding itself impeded; the 
more perfect the love of which makes the soul 
capable, the greater the pain. 

In this manner the souls in Purgatory at the 
same time experience the greatest happiness, 
and the most excessive pain; and the one does 
not prevent the other.” 

These souls are so closely united, so trans- 
formed into the will of God, that in all things 
they are satisfied with His most holy decree ; 
and were a soul presented before God with ever 
so little to purge away, it would suffer grievous 
hurt and a torment worse than ten Purgatories 

Should then the soul perceive that it 
lacked even a moment of satisfying God most 
completely, it would be to it a thing intoler- 
able; and rather than stand thus imperfectly 
cleansed in the presence of God, it would plunge 
at once into a thousand hells. 


Section X XIT. 


Examples and Test Cases of Purgatory. The 
Austere and Mild Views of Purgatory re- 
conciled. 


We have said there are two views of Purga- 
tory, the austere and the mild. Both views 
can be reconciled. We have taken only two 
examples of the wicked ; first, the wicked, rich, 
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noble, talented man; secondly, the wicked, bad 
man of the middle or lower class of life. For 
through modesty we have omitted to depict the 
awful scandal, the ruin to souls, the fearful bad 
example of the vicious woman, in the high, 
middle, and lower class of life. The press 
teems daily with novels and novelettes, written 
in the most fascinating style by ladies gifted 
with talents of the highest order, works in- 
tended and calculated to corrupt, by slow poi- 
son, the chaste morals of countless thousands. 
The gifts of talents, education, wealth, and 
rank, given gratuitously by the Almighty, are 
used to destroy the works of God, and the 
fruits of Redemption bought by the Precious 
Blood of the Saviour of the world. The pri- 
vate lives of the three classes are living scan- 
dals. In youth or girlhood vicious. When 
young women a shame to their sex. Their bad 
example has brought ruin to many a soul. 
. They are faithless wives, bad mothers, and a 
scandal to the world. By a miracle of God’s 
infinite mercy, when dying, they receive the 
last Sacraments and are saved. 

In a previous Section we have depicted the 
example of the wealthy, learned, wicked man ; 
and also the example of the wicked bad mau 
of the middle or lower class of life. They, by 
a miracle of the infinite mercy of God, receive 
the last Sacraments and are saved. In these 
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and similar cases all agree, those who hold the 
mild view, as well as those of the austere, no 
pains of Purgatory can be too intense, no dura- 
ticn too long, to atone to God for their wicked, 
sinful lives. 

They have escaped hell, which they deserved 
perhaps millions of times. They are absolutely 
sure of the glories of Paradise for all eternity. 
Gladly and joyously they plunge into Purga- 
tory, as St. Catherine says, in conformity to 
the Divine Will; and in serene peace accept the 
pains and punishments which the justice of a 
merciful God inflicts upon them. 

Purgatory is a worthy invention of the in- 
finite mercy and love of God! 

How sweet and consoling to meditate on the 
examples of the pious and just in the various 
stages of life. With a view to their Purgatory 
we have to keep before our mind the truths 
and reflections in the preceding pages. 

Our first example. THE WEALTHY, LEARNED, 
NOBLE, PIOUS MAN. 

He is the child of noble birth. His earliest 
years are fostered by the tender care of pious 
parents, especially his holy mother. 

In the University a model of virtue to his 
companions. In the navy, army, senate, or 
as savant, he ever defends the holy doctrines of 
faith. In private life he is a faithful husband, 
and loving father. His whole life is given to 
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God. He receives the last Sacraments in per- 
fect resignation, and in conformity to the holy 
Will of God. We say his Purgatory will be 
short and comparatively painless. 

What a consolation and encouragement for 
the young nobleman to dedicate to God’s ser 
vice the talents of birth, social position, wealth 
and education. Thank God, such is the life of 
many Catholics of gentle birth. 


THE GOOD, PIOUS MAN OF THE MIDDLE OR LOWER 
CLASS. 


The next test case is not from the upper 
ten; but from the ordinary life of millions of 
Catholics in every age, and in every clime. 

The child of humble, pious parents. Docile 
and obedient as a boy. A good son, and a 
good brother. As a young man a model of 
every virtue to his companions. A faithful 
husband, and a good father. Gray hairs in- 
tensify his fervour in God’s service. His death 
bed is like that of St. Joseph, dying, if not in 
the arms, but in the smiles of Jesus and Mary. 
He is not fit to go straight to Paradise. 
Heaven is too holy. We believe his Purgatory 
will be short, and comparatively painless. 

What a consolation and encouragement to 
the countless millions of ordinary Catholics to 
serve God faithfully; to bear for God’s sake 
the poverty, privations, and sufferings of this 
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life; in all things to be resigned to the Divine 
Will; and thus put their Purgatory over them 
in this world. 

Our next test case or example is THE GooD, 
PIOUS WOMAN OF THE MIDDLE OR LOWER CLASS 
OF LIFE. 

The child of humble, holy parents. Her 
first accents were to lisp the sweet names of 
Jesus and Mary. An Angel at her first Holy 
Communion. She is “the Child of Mary.” 
She is a devoted wife and holy mother. Naza- 
reth is the model of the holy family. In a pre- 
vious Section we have delineated her holy life 
and happy death. We refer our reader to the 
Section. All considered, we conclude that her 
Purgatory will be short; and the punishments 
comparatively painless. 

What an encouragement to all to lead a holy 
life. Resignation to the Divine Will in pains, 
sufferings, and privations. Heaven is the prize. 
Heaven is near. Heaven is worth the labour. 

Our next test case or example. THE HOLY 
NUN OF THE UPPER, MIDDLE, AND HUMBLE CLASS 
OF LIFE. 

We love to give this test case, the holy nun. 
In a previous Section we have described her 
holy life. She is the child of holy parents, who 
lavished upon her tender years every care and 
every attention. At her first Communion she 
got her vocation, and consecrated her young, 
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first love, her soul and body to Jesus Christ, 
her Saviour. At home she is the model sister 
as well as daughter. In the convent school she 
is an Angel. Modesty and purity beam from 
her very eyes. She despises the world, its 
pleasures, its fashions, and follies. | We have 
seen at her solemn Profession, in the plenitude 
of her fervour, she vows and consecrates her 
soul and body, as a perfect holocaust, to the 
Lamb Divine. Her life in the cloister, long 
or short as God wills, is that of an Angel in 
human flesh. She is praying when the world 
is asleep. Though a virgin sinless soul, as is 
most usually the case, her whole life is prayer 
and penance. The last summons come; sweetly, 
placidly, and fervently she receives for the last 
time her Beloved Saviour, and thus falls asleep 
in the Lord All things considered, we believe 
her Purgatory will be short, nay comparatively 
painless. To use a conventual phrase, “ death 
is one step from the cell to Heaven! ! |” 

What a consolation to the virgin spouses of 
Jesus Christ! Remember, faithful Spouses of 
the Lamb, you are not serving a cruel task- 
master, who forgets your virtues; and watches 
your little faults to punish you. No, you are 
serving a merciful, kind, indulgent, loving 
Father, who, by His supernatural grace, in- 
spires all your good deeds, r members all your 
pious acts, and forgives all your little faults 
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almost before you ask pardon. Courage, Spouse 
of Christ! Be faithful to your holy vocation. 
The good Lord Jesus, your Divine Spouse, will 
remember and reward your sacrifices and pri- 
vations for His sake. The good Lord Jesus will 
remember that, before the gray dawn of morn- 
ing, when the world was asleep at the first tip 
of the calling bell you arose in your cold cell to 
love and serve Him. That merciful Jesus will 
remember and reward your long vigils and fasts ; 
your days, your life of prayer and penance, 
spent in His service. Again we cry out: 
Courage, Spouse of Christ, persevere in your 
first fervour, already the Divine Bridegroom 
knocks at your door with the invitation: 
“Come, Spouse of Christ, receive the crown 
which God has prepared for thee.” “Come, 
you blessed of My Father, possess the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world” (Math. xxv. 34). 

In the world to come Heaven is “the prize’ 
and reward of the holy nun. In this bleak, 
cold world the holy nun is the happiest soul on 
earth. In storm and calm, in pains as in joys, 
in humiliations and sufferings, she is resigned 
to God’s Blessed Will. The sweets, the peace, 
the joy of a good conscience here is a foretaste 
of the glory of Heaven. 


’ 
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THE HOLY PRIEST. 


Our last test case is the holy priest. As a 
rule he is the child, the vow of pious parents, 
who inspire and foster holy aspirations. Then 
long years of study and prayer in college pre- 
paring for the sacred ministry. In due time 
he is ordained priest. His whole life is devoted 
and given to God. It may be at home in the 
classroom; or his duties in the big cities, or 
in the little chapel by the mountain or bog; 
or his call may be to bid eternal adieu to home 
and country, to evangelise and make known to 
the pagan, nay to the savage, the sweet name 
of Jesus the Redeemer. In a word his years, 
his life, his talents, his body and soul are 
wasted and spent in the service of his Divine 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Death is re 
ceived in the full plenitude of resignation and 
conformity to the Divine Will. 

As we have said of the holy fervent nun; 
so we declare of the zealous, devoted priest— 
his Purgatory will be short and perhaps, in a 
sense, comparatively painless, 
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Purgatory is a worthy invention of the infinite 
Mercy and Goodness of God. We all hope and 
expect to escape hell. Who are fit for Heaven? 
The children baptized, who die before they have 
come to the use of reason. The adult sinless 
souls, like St. Aloysius, St. Stanislaus, St. John 
Berchmans, etc., who never offended God by 
one mortal sin. The great penitent sinners, like 
St. Peter, St. Mary Magdalen, St. Mary of 
Egypt, St. Margaret of Cortona, St. Augustine, 
and thousands of Saints and Martyrs. 

We, the great bulk of mankind, even good 
pious Catholics, do not belong to the above 
classes. We hope and expect to escape hell; 
wo are not fit for Heaven, where nothing defiled 
can enter; the soul must be as clear as the 
crystal stream, as pure as a sunbeam, and the 
virgin snow, before she can enter Paradise. 
Purgatory, therefore, is the invention of the 
infinite Mercy and Goodness of God for man- 
kind, for the great bulk of even good Catholics. 
Tn Purgatory our souls will be purged and puri- 
fied to perfect sanctity, and in due time fit to 
join the blessed Spirits in Paradise. Blessed 
ever be the infinite mercy and goodness of God. 

In previous Section, we have depicted the 
hideous sinful lives of bad Catholics, that all 
may detest and abhor sin, and its fearful con- 
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sequences in hell or Purgatory. We have 
endeavoured, as best we could, to delineate the 
beauties of virtue in the lives of good Catholics 
in every walk of life; that everybody following 
his vocation, whether in the cloister or the world, 
may sanctify himself in the sphere where Divine 
Providence has placed him. Such is the chief 
object of the test cases in the above Sections. 


Pious Resolutions. 


The fuel that lights up the fires of hell, and 
the flames of Purgatory, is mortal sin. If there 
was no mortal sin, there would be no hell, no 
Purgatory. By the grace of God, I resolve and 
promise to avoid mortal sin, and every proxi- 
mate occasion of mortal sin. 

Secondly, I resolve, that every day of my life, 
especially at my morning prayers and night 
prayers, when I hear holy Mass, and at Bene- 
diction, and after Holy Communion, to beg of 
God, through Mary’s hands, to be faithful to the 
graces and inspirations of my vocation, whether 
in the cloister or in the world. The Holy Ghost 
calls, whispers to me in breathless silence; I 
must and do hear the sweet, holy voice. O, 
may I respond to the heavenly inspirations ! 
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O Merciful sweet Jesus! save me from mortal 
and venial sins. Dearest Jesus! I desire and 
wish to love Thee with my whole heart. I 
desire and wish to love and serve Thee as Thou 
dost deserve. But that is impossible. Good 
Lord! deign to accept my ardent desire to love 
Thee and serve Thee in the most perfect manner. 
Dearest, sweetest Jesus! make and preserve me 
holy, according to my vocation, whether in the 
world or in religion. O Blessed Lord! without 
Thy holy grace I cannot persevere one second, 
nor conceive a holy thought, or perform a good 
act. O good Jesus! according to my vocation 
make me a holy layman, a holy woman in the 
world, a holy nun, or holy priest. Holy Ghost! 
open my heart, soul, and mind to receive and 
obey the Divine inspirations. 

Holy Spirit! open my eyes that I may see the 
beauties of God ; open my ears that I may hear 
the sweet melodies of the Angels of God; free 
my tongue that I may lisp and praise the glories 
of God; expand and widen my heart to love the 
glories and the mercies of God. 


Prayer of St. Ignatius. 


“Receive, O Lord, my entire liberty, my 
memory, my understanding, and my will. Take 
me and all I possess and am. Thou hast given 
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them all; behold, I restore all to Thee, to be 
disposed of according to Thy good pleasure. 
Give me only Thy love and Thy grace. These 
are sufficient for me; with them I shall be 
happy, and shall have no more to ask.” 


Aspiration of St Ignatius. 


“May the most just, the most high, and the 
most holy Will of God be accomplished in all 
things. May it be adored, praised, and glori- 
fied by all creatures now and for ever. Amen.” 


The Prayer of St. Bernard to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 

“Remember, O most glorious Virgin Mary, 
that it was never known that anyone who fled 
to thy protection, implored thy aid, and sought 
thy intercession, was left unaided. Inspired 
with this confidence, I fly to thee, O Virgin of 
Virgins, my Mother to thee I come, before thee 
I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of 
the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, 
but in thy clemency hear and answer me. 
Amen.” 


Prayer to St. Joseph. 
“ Remember, most pure spouse of Mary, ever 
Virgin, my loving protector, Joseph, that never 
hath it been heard that anyone invoked thy 
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protection, or asked aid of thee, who has not 
been consoled. In this confidence I come be- 
fore thee. I fervently recommend myself to 
thee. Despise not my prayer, reputed Father 
of the Saviour of men, but do thou in thy pity 
receive it. Amen.” 


The Prayer of St. Gertrude to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. 


“Hail, O Sacred Heart of Jesus! living and 
quickening Source of eternal life, priceless treas- 
ure of the Divinity, burning furnace of Divine 
love! Thou art my refuge and my sanctuary. 
O, my amiable Saviour! consume my heart with 
that burning fire with which Thine is ever in- 
flamed. Pour down on my soul those graces 
which flow from Thy love, and let my heart be 
so united with Thine, that our wills may be one, 
and mine in all things conformable to Thine. 
May Thine be the standard and rule both of my 
desires and my actions. Amen.” 


A Prayer of St. Alphonsus Inguort to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. 


“O, adorable Heart of my Jesus, 
Heart created expressly for the love of 
men, until now I have shown towards 
Thee only ingratitude. Pardon me, O 
my Jesus. Heart of my Jesus, abyss of 
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love and mercy, how is it possible that I do not 
die of sorrow when I reflect on Thy goodness to 
me and my ingratitude to Thee? Thou, my 
Creator, having created me, hast given Thy 
Blood and Thy life for me; and, not content 
with this, Thou hast invented a means of offer- 
ing Thyself every day for me in the Holy 
Eucharist, exposing Thvself to a thousand in- 
sults and outrages. Ah! Jesus, do Thou 
wound my heart with a great contrition for my 
sins, and a tender love for Thee. Through Thy 
tears and Thy Blood, give me the grace of perse- 
verance in Thy fervent love until I breathe my 
last sigh. Amen.” 

“ My loving Jesus, in order to, show the grate- 
ful love I bear ‘Thee, aud to make reparation 
for my unfaithfulness to grace, I (V.) give Thee 
my heart, and I consecrate myself wholly to 
Thee, and with Thy help I purpose never to 
sin again” (100 days Indulgence, Pius VIL., 
June 26, 1770). 


levee AUG, 


Motives and Means to Kelp and Relieve 
the Souls in Purgatory. 


—_——~ 2s Oo 


Section I. 
The souls in Purgatory can neither merit nor 
demerut. In other words, the souls in Pur- 
gatory cannot help themselves nor sin. 


The following propositions were proscribed 
by Leo X. in 1520. 

The souls in Purgatory, at least all, are not 
certain of their salvation; nor is it proved by 
any reasons or Scriptures, that they are beyond 
the state of meriting or increasing charity. 
“The souls in Purgatory sin without inter- 
mission as long as they seek rest and dread 
punishment.” 

We shall quote a few texts from the Old 
and . ew Testaments to prove the above pro- 
position. The book of Wisdom says of the 
holy man: “ He was taken away lest wicked- 
ness should alter his understanding or deceit 
beguile his soul”? (Wis. iv. 11) From this it 
clearly follows that sin can not be committed 
after death. 

In the book of Ecclesiastics it is written, 
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“The dead know nothing more, neither have 
they a reward anymore” (Ecc. ix. 5). From 
this follows, there is no meriting beyond the 
grave. 

The same doctrine is proved from the New 
Testament. St. John says: “The night 
cometh when no man can work” (John ix. 4). 
Night means death; and hence after death, 
no work, no reward, no sin. One text more. 
St- Paul to the Galatians writes: “ What 
things a man shall sow, those also he shall reap. 

And in doing “good let us not fail. 
For in due time we shall reap, not failing. 
Therefore, whilst we have time, let us work 
good” (Gal. vi. 8). In this life we can “ sow,” 
and “do good works”; no good or evil beyond 
the grave. 

We shall insert a few texts from the Fathers 
to confirm the above doctrine. 

St. Jerome writes: “ Whilst inen live they 
can become just; but after death there is 
given no occasion of a good work. The dead 
can neither act justly nor sin.” St. Chrysos- 
tom writes: “The present life affords thee the 
power of living, as well justly as the contrary ; 
but after thou hast died judgment shall be 
followed by punishment.” St. Augustine, 
giving the teaching of the Fathers of the 
Church, writes: “ By these and the like senti- 
ments in the brightest light of the Catholic 
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faith, that Doctor (St. Cyprian) abundantly 
and openly testifies that we ought to fear the 
dangers and temptations of sinning, until the 
‘deposition of the body, when a person shall 
suffer no more.” St. John Damascen puts it 
in one word: “ What their fall was to the 
angels, that their death was to men.”* After 
sin there was no mercy to the fallen angels. 
They could not merit; so men after death can 
acquire no merit. 

St. Catherine of Genoa writes: “If the souls 
in Purgatory could purge themselves of their 
stains by contrition, they would in a single 
instant discharge all their debts, so ardent, and 
so impetuous an act would they make, seeing 
in so clear a light the effects of the impediment 
which hinders them from attaining to their 
end, and which is God, the object of their love. 
And be assured that the souls have to pay 
what they owe to the uttermost farthing; this 
is God’s decree to satisfy the demand of justice. 
As to the souls themselves, they have no choice 
of their own in the matter; they see nothing 
but God’s Will, nor do they wish things other- 
wise, because they have been so determined. 

‘““They would not care for alms contributed by 
the living to shorten their period of sin, were 
not these precisely balanced by the Wili of 


*Bellemus de Purgatorio. 
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God; they leave all in His hands, who exacts 
satisfaction as it pleases His infinite goodness. 
And could they regard those alms apart from 
the Divine Will, it would be an act of selfish- 
ness which would prevent their seeing the 
Divine Will, and would be to them a very 
hell. They remain immovably fixed on what- 
ever God wills for them, and neither pleasure 
nor pain can ever cause them to turn to self.” 

We might adduce many other testimonies ; 
but we conclude it is sound Catholic doctrine 
to state that, the souls in Purgatory can not 
merit or demerit. In other words, they cannot 
help themselves, nor can they sin. 


Section IT. 
The souls in Purgatory by their prayers can 
help the living. 
We have stated, and have given a few out of 


the many proofs, to show that the souls in 
Purgatory cannot merit; that is to say in 


plain words, cannot help themselves. Also 
that they cannot demerit, that is they cannot 
sin. We now state that their prayers and 


sacrifices can help the living. 

We are aware that the above proposition 
is denied by St. Thomas, the Angelic Doctor ; 
yet we hold the opinion is tenable and is sup- 
ported by great Saints and Divines. In 
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modern times, this devotion of praying to the 
souls in Purgatory is spreading far and wide, 
and is coming to the full front in pious prac- 
tices. Nothing is more common at present 
than to get a Novena of Masses offered for the 
souls in Purgatory to obtain, through their in- 
tercession, some special grace or favour. To 
extend this pious practice more and more for 
the relief of the poor suffering souls, is the 
object of this section; and, hence, we will be 
excused to adduce a few proofs in favour of our 
proposition. 

The Church is one body composed of the 
three parts—the Church Triumphant, Militant, 
and Suffering. This is the Communion of 
Saints. Between the three parts there is 
mutual intercourse, interest, and help. As to 
the first part, it 1s of faith that the members of 
the Church Triumphant can assist the mem- 
bers of the Church Militant. In other words, 
that the Saints in Heaven can and do assist 
us on earth by their prayers. 

Simple devotion for the thousands, not con- 
troversy, is our aim, hence we will give only 
the Decree of the Infallible Council of Trent. 

“The holy Synod, declare the Fathers, en- 
joins upon all bishops, and others who sustain 
the office and charge of teaching, that agreeably 
to the usage of the Catholic and Apostolic 
Church, received from the primitive times of 
the Christian religion, and agreeably to the 
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consent of the holy Fathers, and to the Decrees 
of sacred Councus, they especially instruct the 
faithful diligently concerning the Intercession 
and Invocation of Saints . . . teaching that 
the Saints, who reign with Christ, offer up 
their own prayers to God for men; that it is 
good and useful suppliantly to invoke them, 
and to have recourse to their prayers, aid, and 
help, for obtaining benefits from.God, through 
His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is our 
sole Redeemer and Saviour; but that they 
think impiously who deny that the Saints who 
enjoy eternal happiness in Heaven, are to be 
invoked, or who assert either that they do not 
pray for men, or that the Invocation of them 
to pray for each of us is idolatry; or that it is 
repugnant to the Word of God, or is opposed 
to the honour of the one mediator of God and 
men, Christ Jesus; or that it is foolish to 
supplicate vocally or mentally those who reign 
in Heaven” (Sess. xxv.). 

Though not of faith, yet it is certain, and 
held by almost all Theologians, that the mem- 
bers of the Church Triumphant can help the 
members of the Church Suffering; or in other 
words, the Saints in glory can aid and relieve 
the souls in Purgatory. The Liturgy of the 
Church proves our proposition, In the second 
prayer in the Daily Mass for the déad (Deus 
vent largitor) the Church supplicates the Al- 
mighty that He may conduct the departed 
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souls to Paradise through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin, and all the Saints. 

St. Augustine and other Saints say it is a 
great blessing for the dead to be buried in the 
churches of the martyrs, because he who re- 
members the dead will recommend their souls 
to the intercession of the martyrs. When the 
Saints in Heaven can assist sinners on earth, it 
is reasonable to conclude that they can aid and 
help the chosen Servants of God in Purgatory. 

We now come to our proposition, which we 
are anxious to prove as clearly and evidently as 
we can, for the benefit of the souls in Purgatory, 
Our proposition is that the souls in Purgatory 
can help the living. 

We have a convincing proof in the 15th 
Chapter of the Second Book of Machabees. 
Here we find Jeremias, the Prophet, and 
Onias, the high priest, long since dead, helping 
and praying for the Jews in battle. We shall 
give only a few extracts from the beautiful 
Chapter. 

“ Now the vision was in this manner: Onias, 
who had been high priest, a good and virtuous 
man, modest in his looks, gentle in his man- 
ners and graceful in his speech, and exercised 
from a child in all virtues, holding up his 
hands prayed for all the people of the Jews. 
And after this there appeared also another 
man admirable for age and glory, and envir- 
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oned with great beauty and majesty. Then 
Onias answering said. This a lover of his 
brethren, and of the people of Israel, this is he 
that prayeth much for the people and for the 
holy city. Jeremias, the Prophet of God. 
Whereupon Jeremias stretched forth his right 
hand and gave to Judas a sword of gold, say- 
ing: Take this holy sword a gift from God, 
wherewith thou shalt overthrow the adver- 
saries of my people, Israel” (xv. 12). 

Here we find two souls, not in Heaven, but 
in a middle state, helping their living friend. 
If the souls in a middle state, called Limbo, 
can help and assist the living, as is clear from 
the above text, why not the souls, the chosen 
Servants of God, in another middle state, called 
Purgatory, do the same? The argument is 
conclusive. 

This opinion is held by St. Augustine and 
other great Saints. 

St. Gregory and St. Peter Damian, tell us 
that the souls of Paschasius and Severinus, 
though in Purgatory, were able to work 
miracles. 

This is the beauty and perfection of the 
doctrine of the Communion of Saints. The 
members of the Church Militant, Suffering, 
and Triumphant, all aid, help, assist one 
another. 

This doctrine is holy and practical. It is 
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certain that great favours have been obtained 
by prayers and Masses offered for the repose of 
the suffering soul in Purgatory. God, thereby 
manifesting to the world how pleasing to His 
Divine Majesty is this pious practice. 

St. Catherine of Bologna says: “ When I 
wish to obtain any favour from the Father 
in Heaven, I have recourse to the souls in 
Purgatory. I entreat them to present my re- 
quest to the Divine Majesty in their own name, 
and I feel I am heard through their inter- 
cession.” 

The learned Suarez writes: “These souls 
are holy and dear to God. Charity urges 
them to love us, and they know, at least in a 
general way, to what danger we are exposed, 
and what need we have of the Divine assist- 
ance. Why then, would they not pray for 
their benefactors ?” 

Why? But it will be answered because 
they know them not. In that dismal abode, 
in the midst of their torments, how can they 
know who are those that assist them by their 
suffrages ? 

To this objection it may be replied, the 
souls feel at least the alleviation which they re- 
ceive, and the assistance which is given them ; 
this suffices, even should they be ignorant of 
the source whence it came, to call down the 
benedictions of Heaven on their benefactors, 
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whosoever they may be, and who are known 
to God. 

But in reality do they not know from whom 
they receive assistance in their sufferings? 
Their ignorance of this is nowise proved, and 
we have stren_ reason to believe that no such 
ignorance exists. Would their angel-guardian, 
who dwells there with them to give them all 
the consolation in his power, deprive them of 
this consoling knowledge? Is this knowledge 
not conformable to the doctrine of the Com- 
munion of Saints. Would the intercourse 
which exists between us and the Church Suffer- 
ing not be the more perfect for its being re- 
ciprocal, and that the souls know their bene- 
factors better? 

This doctrine is confirmed by a great num- 
ber of particular revelations, and by the prac- 
tice of several holy persons. We have already 
said that St. Bridget, in one of her ecstacies, 
heard several souls cry aloud, “ Lord, God all- 
powerful, reward a hundred fold those who 
assist us by their prayers, and who offer to 
you their good works, in order that we may 
enjoy the light of your Divinity.” 

We read in the life of St. Catherine of 
Bologna that she had a most tender devotion 
towards the holy souls in Purgatory; that 
she prayed for them very frequently, and with 
the greatest fervour; that she recommended 
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herself to them with the greatest confidence 
in her spiritual necessities, and advised others 
to do the same, saying, “ When I wish to 
obtain any favour from our Father in Heaven, 
I have recourse to the souls that are detained 
in Purgatory; I entreat them to present my 
request to the Divine Majesty in their own 
name, and I feel that I am heard through their 
intercession.” A holy priest of our own day, 
the cause of whose beatification has been com- 
menced in Rome, Venerable Vianney, Curé 
of Ars, said to an ecclesiastic who consulted 
him, “Oh! if it were but known how great is 
the power of the good souls in Purgatory with 
the Heart of God, and if we knew all the 
graces we can obtain through their intercession, 
they would not be so much forgotten. We 
must therefore, pray much for them, that they 
may pray much for us.”* 


Section ITI. 
Motives to induce us to help and relieve the 
suffering souls in Purgatory. 

First Motie the greater glory of God. 

There are many motives high and holy to 
induce us to help and pray for the relief of 
the suffering souls in Purgatory. 

The first and great motive for every good 
work is the pure intention of the greater glory 
of God. “ Whether you eat or drink, or what- 


*Schouppe, p, 265. 


176 Means to help the Souls in Purgatory. 


ever else you do, do all to the glory of God” 
(St, Paul, 1 Cor. x. 31). Again St. Paul says, 
“Whatever you do in word or work, do all for 
the glory of God.” The glory of His Eternal 
Father was the end and object of all the 
works of our Blessed Lord. The Redeemer 
says, “I do all things that please Him” (John 
vii. 29). “I seek not My own will but the will 
of Him that sent Me” (John v. 30). And 
again, “ My meat is to do the will of Him that 
sent Me” (John iv. 34). St. Basil concludes, 
“The whole conduct of a Christian is one end, 
which is the glory of God.” 

Now the souls in Purgatory are the chosen 
Servants of God. They are the fruit of the 
Precious Blood of Jesus. The Sacred Heart 
yearns for their release. Our Blessed Saviour 
wishes the debt of Divine Justice to be paid. 
They can’t pay it themselves, but we can pay 
it for them, and that at an easy rate. The 
souls we release fly straight to the glory of 
Paradise; and there praise, bless, and glorify 
God for all eternity. 

Thousands of Saints have devoted their lives, 
and often shed their blood for the conversion 
of sinners, many of whom relapse and are lost. 
The souls in Purgatory cannot sin; and once 
released they will glorify God for all eternity. 
In this spirit, St. Francis of Sales used to offer 
holy Mass for the souls nearest to Paradise. 
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Hence help for the souls in Purgatory is a 
supreme act of the love of God. 


Section LV. 


Second Motive, to help the souls in Purgatory. 
Fraternal Charity. 

“Thou shilt love the Lord thy God with thy 
whole heart, with thy whole soul, and with 
thy whole mind. This the greatest and first 
Commandment. And the second is like to this. 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On 
these two Commandments dependeth the whole 
law and the Prophets” (Matth. xxii. 37). 

“He that loveth not (his neighbour) know- 
eth not God, for God is charity . . - If any 
man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar” (John v. 20). We shall insert a 
few texts more from the Gospels and inspired 
writers. The Redeemer says, “I give you a 
new Commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you. By this shall all men 
know that you are My disciples if you love one 
another . . . This is My Commandment 
that you love one another as I have loved 
you” (John xii. 34). 

St .Peter says, “Before all things have a 
constant mutual charity; for charity covereth 
a multitude of sins” (1:Peter iv. 8). St. Paul 
says “ Above all things have charity which is 
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the bond of perfection . . . he that loveth 
his neighbour hath fulfilled the law ‘ 
For all the law is fulfilled in one word: Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” (Gal. v. 
14). 

Me might quote many other texts on the 
obligation and excellence of fraternal charity. 
In other words, the members of the Church 
Militant are bound and exhorted to assist 
their own brethren in this vale of tears. . 

Now these texts and reason tell, with ten- 
fold effect, in behalf of the souls in Purgatory. 
On earth the Divine arms of God’s infinite 
mercy are expanded, ready and longing to for- 
give all sinners. If the sinner fails to get 
mercy, it is his own fault. In Purgatory there 
is no mercy, and the souls cannot help them- 
selves. Therefore, it is a higher and holier 
order of fraternal charity to pray for the dead 
than the living. 

Travelling on the high road, we see a poor 
stranger in a pool of water, his hands and feet 
tied, and about being drowned. Who would 
be heedless to his piteous cry for help? The 
Christian soul would run to help him out of 
the pool of water, to untie his bonds and act 
the good Samaratan. In Purgatory the souls 
are in a pool of fire and brimstone, bound 
hands and feet, and cry out to us in the words 
of holy Job, “ Have pity upon me, have pity 
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upon me, at least you my friends, for the hand 
of God hath smitten me” (Job xix. 21). 

Before we take leave of this Motive, we can- 
not omit a kind word in favour of our own 
flesh and blood. There are, or may be, in 
Purgatory souls dear to us by the ties of flesh 
and blood. Our parents, our children, hus- 
bands, wives, dearest friends we loved on 
earth, and, perhaps, as often happens, suffer- 
ing their fearful tortures for their too fond and 
ill-regulated affections in our regard. They 
cry out, in the words of holy Job, “ Have pity 
upon me, have pity upon me, at least you my 
friends, for the hand of God hath smitten me” 
(Job xix. 21). 

Faithless and ungrateful, then, is the son or 
daughter who forget their dear departed par- 
ents; faithless and unnatural is the father or 
mother who forgets their children; faithless 
are the friends who forget the departed whom 
they loved in life. 


Section V. 
Third Motive, to help the souls in Purgatory 
—to secure friends at court. 

We have seen in a previous Section, that the 
members of the Church Suffering can help the 
members of the Church Militant. In other 
words, the souls in Purgatory can help the 
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living on earth. God, in His own mysterious 
Way, some say, through their Angel Guar- 
dians, makes known to them the friends on 
earth who help them, who by their prayers, 
alms, or Masses, shortened their imprisonment, 
or cooled the burning flames. They are grate- 
ful to their friends for the favours received, 
and will recompense them. St. Bridget, in 
one of her ecstacies, heard several souls cry 
out, “Lord, God all-powerful, reward in a 
hundred-fold those who assist us by thei 
prayers, and who offer to you their good works, 
in order that we may enjoy the light of your 
Divinity.” 

St. Catherine of Bologna says: “ When I 
wish to obtain any favour from our Father 
in Heaven, I have recourse to the souls in 
Purgatory; I entreat them to present my re- 
quest to the Divine Majesty in their own name, 
and I feel I am heard through their interces- 
sion.” 

We ascend higher. In due time the souls 
in Purgatory go to the joys of Paradise. They 
are now the members of the Church Triumph- 
ant. It is of faith that the Saints in Heaven 
can, by their prayers, assist the living on 
earth. It is now their turn to return good 
for good. Gratitude is one of the most noble 
and most holy instincts of a pure soul. On 
earth there may be ingratitude. There is no 
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such thing in Heaven. The souls redeemed 
by our prayers and good works are enjoying 
the glories of Paradise. They realise their 
eternal happiness. They know and value their 
friends, who obtained their release from the 
fiery dungeon. They look down from Heaven 
upon them. They pray for them; they 
watch over them. In trials, in temptations, 
nay, when dead and buried in the grave of 
mortal sin, they stick to them and pray for 
them. 

So every soul we have helped and relieved 
will be to us a faithful and true friend all 
the days of our life. 

Our own day of suffering will come. None 
of us would be so presumptuous as to expect 
to go straight to Heaven. That is only the lot 
of the baptized children who die before they 
have come to the use of reason; and great 
Saints. At the very instant of their departure 
they fly straight to the glories of Paradise. 

Through the infinite mercies of God, and 
the prayers of the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph, 
and the Saints, we hope we shall escape hell. 
Purgatory, long or short, with sufferings, 
meted out to us by God’s justice, will be our 
doom. Happy for us to get there. 

Now again, we are comforted by the con- 
soling doctrine of the Communion of Saints. 
The members of the Church Triumphant can 
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and will assist the members of the Church 
Suffering. They know how pleasing to God it 
is to pay the debt of justice, and send the 
souls to enjoy the Beatific Vision. 

Now again comes gratitude. The souls that 
we sent to Heaven by our prayers and good 
works will remember their benefactors, and will 
repay a hundred fold good for good, and will 
never cease until they transport us to share and 
enjoy with themselves the mansions of eternal 


glory. 


Section VI. 
Fourth Motive, to help the souls in Purgatory. 
Our own Purgatory. 

“Blessed are the merciful; for they shall 
obtain mercy ” (Matt. v. 7). 

There is no Divine attribute brought so 
prominently before mankind in the Old and 
New Testaments as mercy. Mercy is a sweet, 
holy word. With the penitent King David we 
say, “ The mercies of God I will sing for ever” 
(Ps. lxxxvili-). In the mercy of God we were 
redeemed, baptized, so often saved and par- 
doned. In the mercy of God we live; in the 
mercy of God we die; in the mercy of God is 
our salvation. How consoling for us poor 
sinners to think and reflect on the infinite 
mercy of God. 
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We love to quote a few texts, and we pre- 
sume on the indulgence of our pious readers. 

“Give praise, O ye heavens, and rejoice, O 
earth; ye “mountains give praise and jubila- 
tion; because the Lord hath comforted His 
people, and will have mercy on His poor ones” 
(Is. xlix. 13). “As I live, I desire not the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye, 
from your evil ways; and why will you die, 
O house of Israel” (Ezec. xxxui. 11): “Come 
and accuse, saith the Lord, if your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be made as white as snow, 
and if they be as red as crimson, they shall be 
as white as wool” (Is. i. 18). One text more 
out of the hundreds before us. “ Return to 
Me, and I will receive thee. - . . Turn to 
Me .. . and I will turn to you, saith the 
Lord of Hosts. . . . If the living do pen- 
ance . . . living he shall live. I 
will not remember “all his iniquities that he 
hath done” (Ezech. xviii. 21). 

In the New Testament the infinite mercy of 
our Blessed Saviour, Jesus Christ, is more 
strikingly, if possible, manifested. In one 
word, no sinner, no matter how deadly and 
guilty the dye of his crimes, was ever refused 
pardon by our merciful Redeemer. The proud 
Pharisees and wicked hypocrites alone He re- 
pelled. They got what they wanted, no par- 
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don. | How consoling are the words of our 
Blessed Saviour, “Go then and learn what 
this meaneth: I will have mercy and not 
sacrifice. For I am not come to call the just 
but sinners” (Matt. ix. 13). “The son of man 
is come to seek and save that which was lost” 
(Luke xix. 9). “I was not sent but to the 
sheep that are lost of the house of Israel” 
Matth xv. 24). ‘Come to me all you that 
labour and are burdened, and I will refresh 
you” (Matth. xi. 28). 

What Angel’s plummet could ever fathom 
the depth of the tender, exquisite mercy of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, manifested in the par- 
ables of the lost sheep, the lost groat, the 
widow’s son, and, beyond all, the prodigal son. 
One merciful look of our Blessed Redeemer 
brought pardon, and lives of the most austere 
penance, to Peter and Magdalen. The poor 
penitent thief asked only a remembrance, and 
the mercy of Jesus gave him Paradise. “ This 
day thou shalt be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 
xxiv. 43). 

There is no doubt but mercy is the Divine 
attribute most manifested to mankind in the 
Old and New Testament. 

If then during life, for God’s sake and God’s 
glory, we have a merciful charity for the poor 
suffering souls in Purgatory; if we offer for 
their relief our Masses, holy Communions, 
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prayers, alms, and indulgences, and leave our 
own souls to the mercy of God, there ~an’t be 
a doubt but when our day of suffering in Pur- 
gatory will come, our merciful, grateful, 
and kind Saviour, Jesus Christ, will inspire 
holy souls, whether in Heaven or on earth, to 
pray for us; or will Himself directly, in some 
mysterious way, shorten the time of our im- 
prisonment, and cool the burning flames. 
“ Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy ” (Matt. v. 7). 


Section VII. 


Means to help and relieve the suffering souls 
an Purgatory 

In Part I. we have proved the Catholic 
doctrine of Purgatory. We have given ex- 
amples, in different states, in view of their 
Purgatory, and in most cases as models of 
holy lives. We have now come to the practical 
and, perhaps, the most important part of our 
subject, viz., the means to assist and relieve 
the suffering souls in Purgatory. 

The First great means. The most adorable 
Sacrifice of the Mass. 

The most sacred and Divine treasure on 
earth is the Holy Mass. The invisible high 
priest is Jesus Christ; the Divine Victim is 
Jesus Christ, and the Precious Blood of Jesus 
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is mystically shed on the altar. The Man is 
not only a representation, but the truth, the 
essence and reality of the Victim of Calvary. 
The Council of Trent says: “The same Christ 
is contained and immolated (on the altar) in 
an unbloody manner, who once offered Himself 
in a bloody manner on the altar of the Cross. 
; For the Victim is one and the same ; 
the same now offering Himself by the ministry 
of priests who then offered Himself on the 
Cross” (Sess. xxul. 2). “ We must needs con- 
fess,” continues the Council, “that no other 
work can be performed by the faithful so holy 
and Divine as this tremendous mystery, where- 
in the life-giving Victim, by which we are re- 
conciled to the Father, is daily immolated on 
the altar by priests ” (Sess. xxii.). 

We would love to linger over the infinite 
love and value of the holy sacrifice of the 
Mass; but it would be a little foreign to our 
subject. The pious reader will excuse a few 
quotations. 

St. Augustine says that “Jesus Christ, 
though omnipotent, could give nothing more 
than His Body and Blood.” St. Thomas of 
Aquin says: “The Mass is not only the great- 
est of God’s miracles, but it is an abridgment 
of all the wonders He has ever wrought.” St. 
Bonaventure says: “The Mass is a compen- 
dium of all God’s love, and of all His benefits 
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to men.” St. Leonard of Port Maurice 
writes: “The Mass is the sun of Christianity, 
the soul of faith, the centre of the Catholic 
religion, the grand object of all her rites 
ceremonies and sacraments; in a word, it is 
the condensation of all that is good and beauti- 
ful in the Church of Christ.” Again he says: 
“The Mass is the miracle of miracles, the 
wonder of wonders. O treasure inestimable! 
O treasure beyond all human comprehension. 
The Mass,” he concludes, “is the sun of our 
holy religion, which dissipates the clouds and 
restores serenity to the heavens. It is the 
celestial rainbow that stills the tempest of 
Divine justice. For my part I am persuaded 
that if it were not for the holy Mass, the 
world would have long since tottered from its 
foundations, crushed beneath the enormous 
weight of its iniquities. The Mass is the 
ponderous and powerful supporter on which the 
world rests—which keeps it from falling into 
horrid chaos.” “ When the priest,” says the 
Imitation of Christ, “celebrates, he honours 
God, rejoices the angels, edifies the Church, 
helps the living, obtains rest for the dead, and 
makes himself partaker of all that is good” 
(Book iv. 5). St. Liguori concludes: “That 
all the honour which angels by their homages, 
and men by their virtues, penances, and mar- 
tyrdoms, and other holy works, have ever given 
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to God, could not give Him as much glory as a 
single Mass.” 

We have the authority of the infallible 
Council of Trent that the Sacrifice of the Mass 
is propitiatory both for the living and the dead. 

“Wherefore,” declares the Council, “not 
only for the sins, punishments, satisfactions, 
and other necessities of the faithful who are 
living, but also for those who are departed in 
Christ, and who are not as fully purified, is it 
rightly offered agreeably to a tradition of the 
Apostles” (Sess. xxii. 2). “Whereas the 
Catholic Church, instructed by the Holy Ghost, 
has, from the sacred writings and ancient tradi- 
tions of the Fathers, taught, in sacred Councils, 
and very recently in this Ecumenical Synod, 
that there is a Purgatory, and that the souls 
there detained are helped by the suffrages of 
the faithful, but principally by the acceptable 
sacrifice of the altar. . . - But let the 
bishops take care that the suffrages of the 
faithful who are living, to wit, the sacrifices of 
Masses, prayers, alms, and other works of 
piety, which have been wont to be performed 
for the faithful departed, be piously and de- 
voutly performed, in accordance with the in- 
stitutions of the Church” (Sess. xxv.). 

At the great Jubilee of our holy Father, 
Leo XIII, a solemn commemoration of the 
dead was ordered on the last Sunday of Sep- 


Means to help the Souls in Purgatory. 189 


tember. The holy Father writes: “We are 
moved thereto both by the pious desires of 
Catholics, to whom we know our resolution will 
be particularly dear, and by the agonising in- 
tensity of the pains suffered by the departed 
souls; but we are especially inspired by the 
custom of the Church, who, in tke midst of 
the most joyful solemnities of the year forgets 
neé the holy and salutary commemoration of 
the dead that they may be loosed from their 
sins. 

. . For this reason, since it is certain 
from Catholic doctrine that the souls detained 
in Purgatory are relieved by the suffrages of 
the faithful, and especially by august Sacrifice 
of the Altar . . .. for-the mitigation of 
their pains the pure oblation of the Holy Sacri- 
fice, our Divine Mediator.” 


Section VIII. 

Other means to relieve the souls in Purgatory: 
Holy Communion, Rosaries, Prayer, Indul- 
gences, Stations of the Cross, Alms-gwing, 
and Penances, ete. 

As we have seen, it is of faith that the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass is the greatest means to 
relieve the suffering souls in Purgatory. Holy 
Communion, Rosaries, Stations of the Cross, 
Alms-giving, Penances, Indulgences, by the 
way of suffrage, as distinct from the way of 
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absolution for.the living, are great means to 
relieve the souls in Purgatory. Not to repeat 
ourselves, we refer our pious readers, on each 
of these subjects, to the third part of our 
Treatise, viz., “Zhe means to escape Purga- 
tory.” 


Section IX. 


A great means to relieve the souls in Purga- 
tory. 
“The Heroic Act,” or “The Heroic Vow.” 


Every good work performed in a state of 
grace, ordinarily possesses two values in the 
sight of God. The first is meritorious, which is 
personal, and remains the property of the per- 
son who performs the act, and, hence, can not 
be transferred to another. The second is 
satisfactory, which can be transferred or given 
to others. 

“The Heroic Act” simply consists in this, 
that we cede or offer for the souls in Purga- 
tory the satisfactory value of all the good 
works of our whole lives, and all the suffrages 
which may be given to us after death. It is 
an absolute donation to God of all the suffrages 
of our whole lives, and after death, for the 
souls in Purgatory, reserving nothing to dis- 
charge our own debts, leaving our own souls 


Means to help the Souls in Purgatory. 191 


to the Mercy of God. We deposit these satis- 
factions in the hands of the Blessed Virgin, 
that she may distribute them in a manner 
pleasing to her Divine Son, Jesus Christ. 

The Sovereign Pontiffs Benedict XIIL., 
Pius VI., and Pius IX., have approved this 
“ Heroic Act,” and have enriched it with in- 
dulgences and privileges, of which the prin- 
cipal are the following :—1. To priests who have 
made this Act the indult of a privileged altar 
every day in the year. 2. The simple faithful 
can obtain a plenary indulgence, applicable to 
the souls in Purgatory only, each time they 
communicate, provided they visit a church or 
public oratory, and there pray for the inten- 
tion of His Holiness. 3. They may apply to 
the holy souls all those indulgences which are 
not otherwise applicable by virtue of conces- 
sion, and which have been granted up to the 
present time, or which shall be granted in the 
future. 

“T advise all true Christians,” says Father 
Mumford, “to cede with holy disinterestedness 
to the faithful departed all the fruit of their 
good works which are at our disposal. I do 
not believe that they can make a better use of 
them, since they render them more merito- 
rious and more efficacious, as well for obtain- 
ing grace from God as for expiating their own 
sins, and shortening the term of their Purga- 
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tory, or even of acquiring an entire exemption 
therefrom.” 

These words express the precious advan- 
tages of the “Heroic Act,” and in order to 
dissipate all subsequent fear which might arise 
in the mind, we add three remarks:—1l. This 
Act leaves us perfect liberty to pray for those 
souls in whom we are most interested; the 
application of these prayers is subject to the 
disposition of the adorable Will of God, which 
is always infinitely perfect and infinitely lov- 
ing. 2. It does not oblige, under pain of 
mortal sin, and can at any time be revoked. 
It may be made without using any particular 
formula; it suffices to have the intention, and 
to make it from the heart. Nevertheless, it is 
useful to recite the formula of offering from 
time to time, in order to stimulate our zeal for 
the relief of the holy souls by prayer, penance, 
and good works. 3. The “ Heroic Act” does 
not subject us to the direful consequences of 
having to undergo a long Purgatory ourselves ; 
on the contrary, it allows us to rely with more 
assured confidence on the Mercy of God in our 
regard, as is shown by the example of St. 
Gertrude. 

Venerable Denis, the Carthusian, relates that 
the Virgin, St. Gertrude, had made a complete 
donation of all her works of satisfaction in 
favour of the faithful departed, without reserv- 
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ing anything wherewith to discharge the debts 
which she herself might have contracted 
in the sight of God. Being at the 
point of death, and, lke all the Saints, 
considering with much sorrow the great 
number of her sins on the one _ hand, 
and, on the other, remembering that she 
had employed all her works of satisfaction for 
the expiation of the sins of others, she was 
afflicted, lest, having given all to others 
and reserved nothing for herself, her 
soul, on its departure from this world, 
should be condemned to horrible  suffer- 
ing. In the midst of her fears our 
Lord appeared to her and consoled her, saying : 
“Be assured, My daughter, your charity to- 
wards the departed will be no detriment to 
you. Know that the generous donation you 
have made of all your works to the holy souls 
has been singularly pleasing to Me; and to 
give you a proof thereof, I declare to you that 
all the pains you would have had to endure in 
the other life are now remitted; moreover, in 
consequence of your generous charity, I will 
so enhance the value of the merits of your 
works as to give you a great increase of glory 
in Heaven.” * 

On this subject Father Faber so beautifully 
writes: “To please God is a better thing 


* Schouppe, 6.J., page 208. 
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than to avoid sufferings; yet a man who keeps 
his satisfaction and Indulgences to himself, 
does so from a desire of avoiding sufferings ; 
whereas, he who offers them all for the souls in 
Purgatory thereby makes himself dearer to 
God, by a refinement of love, by this heroic 
exercise of mercy and charity which he was not 
bound to do, but does out of the sweet freedom 
of his own will” (All for Jesus, p. 48). 


The following ws the usual offering of the 
“ Herove Act.” 


“OQ Holy and Adorable Trinity, desiring to 
co-operate in the deliverance of the souls in 
Purgatory, and to testify to my devotion to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, I cede and renounce, 
in behalf of the holy souls, all the satisfactory 
value of all my works during life, and 
all the suffrages which may be _ given 
to me after my death, consigning them 
entirely into the hands of the Blessed 
Virgin, that she may apply them ac- 
cording to her good pleasure to the souls of 
the faithful departed, whom she desires to de- 
liver from their sufferings. Deign, O my God, 
to accept and bless this offerin> which I make 
to Thee at this moment. Amen.” 

The “ Heroic Act” is approved of by several 
Pontifis; and enriched by many Indulgences. 
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Pious Reflections. , 

“Tt is a holy and wholesome thought to pray 
for the dead that they may be loosed from their 
sins” (2 Mach. xii. 46), It is charity of the 
highest order. The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
yearns, longs for the release of the souls in Pur- 
gatory. The souls are the fruit of His Passion 
and Precious Blood. They are His select Ser- 
vants. By God’s Divine Providence they can’t 
help themselves. They cry to earth for prayers. 
In Purgatory to-day are our relatives and 
friends. In plaintive strains they cry to us for 
relief. We use the words of holy Job. “ Have 
pity on me, have pity on me, at least you my 
friends, because the hand of the Lord hath 
touched me ” (Job xix. 21). 

The souls nearest to Heaven; the poor for- 
saken souls; the souls dearest to Jesus and 
Mary, are the objects of our most fervent 
charity. 

God has given us abundant means to relieve 
the suffering souls in Purgatory. Above and 
beyond all is the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We 
havo seen it is of faith. “ Wherefore not only 
for sins, punishments, satisfactions, and other 
necessities of the faithful who are living; but 
also for those who are departed in Christ, and 
who are not yet fully purified (the Mass) 
is it rightfully offered, agreeably to a 
tradition of the Apostles” (Sess. xxii. 11). 
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We have the Indulgences gained by Holy Com- 
munion, Rosaries, alms-deed, prayers, Stations 
of the Cross—all can be offered for the suffering 
souls in Purgatory. 


Resolutions. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall ob- 
tain mercy” (Matth. v. 7). For the greater 
glory of Jesus, to make friends at Court, and, 
hence, to shorten my own Purgatory, when the 
day comes, I resolve frequently to offer my 
holy Masses, holy Communions, Rosaries, alms- 
deeds, Indulgences, and the merits of all my 
good works, for all the suffering souls in Purga- 
tory ; first for all my relatives and friends ; for 
the souls nearest to Heaven; and the forsaken 
souls; and for the souls most pleasing Jesus 
and Mary. Secondly, I will pray God to give 
me an ardent and fervent devotion to do all I 
can, during my whole life, to relieve the poor 
suffering souls in Purgatory. The “ Heroic 
Act” is recommended. Next to the inspired 
Text is sweet unction in the prayers of God’s 
Saints. 

How beautiful is the following morning 
prayer of St. Gertrude to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. 


Prayers. 1G 


PRAYERS. 
Morning Offering, to be renewed often during 
the day. 

My Good God! I now consecrate and offer 
to Thy greater glory, every thought, word, ac- 
tion, pain, and suffering, the pulsations of my 
heart, and the motions of my senses, not only 
of this day, but all the days of my life; in union 
with the actions, and Passion and death of Jesus 
Christ, and His Sacred Humanity in Heaven ; 
in union with Masses that have been said, are 
being said, and will be said to the end of time, 
throughout Christendom; in union with Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament in all the Tabernacles 
throughout the world. I offer them all for the 
intentions of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and 
for the relief of the suffering souls in Purgatory. 


The Morning Salutations to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus by St. Gertrude. 

“T adore, praise, and salute Thee, O most 
sweet Heart of Jesus Christ, fresh and gladden- 
ing as the breath of spring, from which, as from 
a fountain of graces, sweeter than the honey- 
comb, floweth evermore all good and all de- 
light. Ithank Thee with all the powers of my 
heart for having preserved me throughout this 
night, and for having rendered to God the 
Father praises and thanksgivings in my behalf. 
And, now, O my sweet love, I offer Thee my 
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wretched and worthless heart as a morning sacri- 
fice; I place it in Thy most tender Heart, and 
entrust it to Thy keeping; beseeching Thee 
that Thou wouldst deign to pour into it Thy 
Divine inspirations, and to enkindle iv with Thy 
holy love. Amen.” 


Recommendation to Jesus. 

O Jesus, full of compassion, I commend to 
Thee my spirit and my soul, in union with that 
love wherewith Thou didst commend Thine own 
to the Father on the Cross; and I place them 
in the most tender wound of Thy tender Heart, 
that they may be therein protected from all the 
snares of the enemy. Thou knowest, O good 
Jesus, and I know by my own sad experience, 
how weak and frail I am, so that I could not of 
myself persevere in good or resist temptation 
even for one single hour. Wherefore, I pray 
Thee by the reverence due to that union where- 
in Thy manhood is united to the adorable 
Trinity in order to our glorification, that Thou 
wouldst deign to unite my will to Thine, and so 
to strengthen and secure it, that it may be un- 
able to rebel against Thee. In union with Thy 
most sinless limbs I commend to Thee all the 
members of my body, with all their movements, 
that they may throughout this day move for 
Thy glory alone, for Thy praise and Thy iove, 
Amen, 


Prayers. Looe 


Aspirations. 

O most loving Jesus, I breathe towards Thee 
this sigh, drawn from the depths of my heart, 
beseeching Thee with all my might that Thou 
wouldst deign Thyself to work in me all my 
works, whether of the body or of the soul, to 
cleanse them all in Thy sweetest Heart, and to 
offer them in union with Thine own most per- 
fect works, to God the Father as an eternal 
thanksgiving. Amen. 


Intention. 

O Lord, my God, for Thy sake I resolve to 
perform all my actions, whether outward or in- 
ward, purely for Thy glory, and for the salva- 
tion of the whole world; with such intention 
and in such manner as Thou dost desire and 
enjoin, and in union with that love whereby 
Thy Son came down from Heaven, and wrought 
out the whole work of our salvation, especially 
during His Passion. Wherefore, I entirely 
disclaim all merit, all reward and grace which I 
might otherwise hope to obtain by these actions, 
that I may offer to Thee, my God, a pure sacri- 
fice of praise, and give Thee a proof of my love. 


Covenant with God. 
O, Almighty God, I sanctify, dedicate, and 
consecrate to Thee every beating of my heart, 
and every pulsation of my blood; and I desire 
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to make this compact with Thee, that their 
every throb shall say to Thee: Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of Sabaoth; and I beseech Thee to 
impute this meaning to them, so that they may 
be before Thy Divine Majesty as the unceasing 
echo of that heavenly canticle which the sera 
phim sing without ceasing unto Thee. Amen. 


eile de JUG 


bow to Escape Purgatory. 


—~—¢e— 


We long and love to be happy. In this life 
everybody tries to escape pains and sufferings. 
But what about the sufferings in the world to 
come? Hence, it is of the utmost importance 
to know and practise the means to shorten our 
Purgatory ; to cool the burning flames; and, 
better still, to open the prison doors, and es- 
cape Purgatory altogether. 


Srecrion I. 


The first means to Escape Purgatory is to 
avoid mortal sin. 


Had there been no mortal sin there would 
be no hell, or Purgatory, at all, because God’s 
Justice would have no one to punish. Had 
we like many of the Saints, never offended 
God by mortal sin, our Purgatory would be 
short and comparatively painless. Mortal sin 
is the fuel for the fire of hell as well as for the 
flames of Purgatory. 

We have seen, in a previous Chapter, that 
when mortal sin is forgiven by the Sacrament 

18 
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of Penance, there usually remains a debt of 
temporal punishment, which must be cancelled 
here by penance, or hereafter in Purgatory. 
The amount of this debt, and the time it will 
take to pay it off we know not. But this we 
know, that nothing defiléd can ever enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven; that the last farthing 
must be paid; that the soul must be whiter 
than the virgin snow, purer than a sunbeam, 
and clearer than a crystal, before she can see 
the Beatific Vision of God. 

We cannot conceive the enormity of mortal 
sin as an offence to God, and as punished in 
hell, and Purgatory. Hence, the intensity of 
the flames, and the duration of our Purgatory 
will chiefly depend on the number of our 
mortal sins committed during life. 

Mortal sin is an awful thing. It is high 
treason against Jesus Christ. The eternal 
torments of hell are its punishments; and 
though forgiven, the burning fires of Purga- 
tory yet remain. Morning and night, hour by 
hour, our prayers ever ought be rather to die 
a thousand deaths than offend God by one 
mortal sin. The Sacred Texts say: “My 
son . . . in all thy works remember thy 
last end, and thou shalt never sin” (Hee. vii. 
40). O God, save me from mortal sin. In 
temptation, O God, be with me, and help me. 
O Sacred Heart of Jesus, preserve me from 
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mortal sin. O Blessed Virgin, and St Joseph, 
pray that I may never offend Jesus by one 
mortal sin. 


Section II. 


Second means to Escape Purgatory is a Holy 
Infe. 

The fuel of the flames of hell and Purgatory 
is sin. Avoid, cut off sin, and then no Purga- 
tory. Three things combine to make the perfect 
man, viz-, a sinless life, a holy life, and a fruit- 
ful life. A sinless life, to avoid all mortal sin, 
and, as far as possible, deliberate venial sins. 
A. holy life, to practice all the interior virtues 
of the counsels of the Gospel; to do all th.ngs 
to please God alone, to keep the light of God’s 
presence ever before the soul; and the fuel 
of that Divine flame is constant and 
fervent ejaculations, the communing of 
the soul with God. The living light 
of God’s Presence upon the soul is 
Heaven upon earth. The Royal Pro 
phet says: “I had always the Lord present 
before my eyes, because I know that He is 
always at my right hand, to hinder anything 
from troubling me”.(Ps. xv. 8). The parting 
advice of holy Tobias to his son was, “ All the 
days of thy life have God in thy mind” (Tob. 
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iv 6). A few words from the Saints. St. 
Bonaventure says, “ That to employ ourselves 
continually in the exercise of the presence of 
God, is to begin in this life to enjoy the felicity 
of the blessed in the next.” St. Liguori con- 
cludes that “by this exercise of the Presence 
of God the Saints have succeeded in acquiring 
great treasures of merits.” © St. Teresa says, 
“Tt is a short and easy road to perfection.” 

We cannot omit the following exquisite pas- 
sage from St. Augustine. “ When I attentively 
consider, O Lord, that you have your eyes con- 
stantly fixed upon me, and that night and day 
you keep a constant’ watch over me, with so 
great care, as if neither in Heaven 
nor on earth you had any other crea- 
ture to govern besides myself—when I 
think that you behold all my actions, 
and that you penetrate my most secret and hid- 
den thoughts, and that all my desires’ are ex- 
posed to your view, I feel myself filled with 
confusion” (Confessions). O, happy is the 
soul upon whom ever beams the light of God’s 
Divine Presence. 

“O how great is the multitude of Thy sweet- 
ness, O Lord, which Thou hast hidden for those 
that fear” (Ps. xxx. 20). “But what art Thou 
to those that love? What to those that serve 
Thee with their whole heart? Unspeakable, 
indeed is the sweetness of Thy contemplation 
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which Thou bestowest cn those that love Thee ” 
ims be it.) ¢-x.); 

A fruitful life means external labour for the 
greater glory of God; the interests of Jesus. 
According to our calling in life to be always oc- 
cupied with some good work for God’s glory. 

Everybody can do something in his own 
sphere. An alms, a prayer, a good work offered 
for the conversion of sinners, will have its re- 
ward. A Rosary, a visit to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, a holy Communion, a Mass offered for the 
same intention is a noble work of charity. To 
assist the poor, to console the afflicted, to in- 
struct the ignorant, to help the dying, is a glo- 
rious work of charity. But what to convert a 
sinner! The Areopagite writes: “The most 
divine of all divine works is to co-operate with 
God in the conversion of souls.” The inspired 
writer says, “that he who causeth a sinner to be 
converted from the error of nis way shall save 
his soul from death, and shall cover a multitude 
of sins” (James v. 20). Again: “They that 
are learned shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament, and they that instruct many to 
justice as stars to all eternity ” (Dan. xii. 3). 

The soul is made to the image of God, and 
is redeemed by the death of Jesus. “You are 
bought,” says the Apostle, “ with a great price” 
(1 Cor. vi. 20). The purchase money paid for 
every soul is the Life, the Death, the Precious 
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Blood of Jesus Christ. How consoling and 
dear to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is the con- 
version of the sinner! And, surely, short and 
painless will be the Purgatory of the devoted 
priest, who with fervent, holy zeal devotes his 
life to the salvation of souls and the conversion 
of sinners. O Sacred Heart of Jesus! give me 
zeal for the salvation of souls, and the conver- 
sion of sinners. 


Section III. 


A third means to escape Purgatory ws a life 
of Penance and Prayer. 


Penance is essential to our salvation. “ If 
any man,” says our Blessed Saviour, “ will 
come after Me let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross and follow Me” (Matt xvi. 24). 
“Unless you do penance you shall all likewise 
perish ” (Luke xii. 3). “If you live according 
to the flesh you shall die. But if by the spirit 
you mortify the deeds of the flesh you shall 
live” (Rom. viii. 13). 

By penance the greatest sinners have ob- 
tained mercy and pardon, the full remission of 
all their sins, and of the temporal punishment 
due to them. By penance their souls were 
purged and cleansed to perfect purity, and 
made fit for the glories of Heaven. By this 
road, St. Mary Magdalen, St. Mary of Egypt, 
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St. Margaret of Cartona, St. Augustin, and 
countless millions of sinners made their way 
to Paradise. 

The most holy souls, who never offended 
God by even one mortal sin, led lives of pen- 
ance and mortification. St. Aloysius, St. 
Stanislaus, St. Berchmans, and countless other 
saints, never offended God by one mortal sin ; 
yet their whole lives were prayer, penance, 
and severe mortifications. Our Divine Lord 
gave the example. He spent “forty days and 
forty nights in the desert” in prayer and fast- 
ing. St. Paul says: “I chastise my body, and 
biing it into subjection, lest perhaps when I 
have preached to others, I myself should be- 
come a castaway ” (1 Cor. ix. 27). 

The penitent King cries out, “My life is 
wasted in grief; and my years in sighs” (Ps. 
xxx. 11). “My sorrow is continually before 
me” (Ps. xxxviil. 18). St. John the Baptist, 
“the greatest among the children of men,” led 
a most austere life of penance and mortification 
for thirty years in the desert. And the same 
Jobn had his “‘ garments of camel’s hair and a 
leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat 
was locusts and wild honey ” (Matt. ii. 4). 

The sinner and the sinless have won Para- 
dise by penance and mortification. The morti- 
fication, or self-denial of our appetite, our 
tongue, ears and eyes—all our senses—is a 
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sure means to shorten or expiate our Purgatory 
in the world to come. In this life is God’s 
infinite mercy, the pains are trivial compared 
with the sufferings of Purgatory. 

St. Catherine of Genoa writes: “He who 
purifies himself from his faults in the present 
life, satisfies with a penny a debt of a thousand 
ducats; and he who waits until the other hfe 
ito discharge his debts, consents to pay a thou- 
sand ducats for that which he might be.ore have 
paid with a penny. We must, therefore, begin 
with the firm and efficacious resolution of mak- 
ing satisfaction in this world.” 

By a life of penance, self-denial, and morti-: 
fication, we will be sure to atone for our sins, 
and the temporal punishment due to them, 
and hence escape the fires of Purgatory. 


Section LV. 


Fourth means to escape Purgatory—Resigna- 
tion to God’s Divine Will in all things. 


The most perfect order of sanctity is God’s 
Divine Will. The highest Cherub and Seraph 
live and look on the nod of the Almighty. 
We shall quote a few texts. “Thy Will be 
done on earth as it is in Heaven.” “1 came 
down from Heaven, not to do My own will, 
but the will of Him that sent Me” (John vi, 
38). 
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In His sorrow and anguish in the garden, 
when the green grass beneath the olive trees 
was purpled by the Blood of Redemption ; 
when his soul was “sorrowful even unto 
death,” our Blessed Lord thus prayed, “ My 
Father, if it be possi e let this chalice pass 
from Me. Nevertheless not as I will, but as 
Thou wilt” (Mat. xxv. 39). 

St. Paul, changed into a “ vessel of election.” 
by a stroke of Divine grace, cried out, “ Lord, 
what wilt Thou have me to do” (Acts ix. 6). 
To know and do the Will of God was the first 
prayer of the Apostle of the Gentiles. In like 
manner the Royal Psalmist prayed: “Teach 
me todo ‘hy will” (Ps. exlii. 10) Holy Job 
in the darkest midnight of his sorrows, prayed 
thus: “Naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb, and naked shall I return thither; the 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, as it 
hath pleased the Lord, so it is done; blessed 
be the name of the Lord” (i. 27). St. Liguori 


concludes: “The perfection of love consists 
in conformity to the Divine Will.” St. Teresa 
writes: “All that he who practises prayer 


should seek is to conform his will to the Divine 
Will, and let him be assured that in this con- 
sists the highest perfection.” 

Our whole life, from the cradle to the grave, 
is temptation, strife, and struggle. “ Man’s 
life on earth is warfare.” Whether we wish it 
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or not, pain and suffering will be our lot. 
Poverty, want, and privation, the lot of the 
great bulk of mankind. 

God, from all eternity, has assigned to indi- 
viduals in this life special vocations. There 
must be brains to think, and hands to work. 
Some are called to serve God in the Church, 
others in the State. Few are born in the 
purple; but the lot of the great majority of 
mankind is toil, labour, and privations. But 
no matter what be the avocation, high or low, 
rich or poor, Church or State, the Gospel will 
ever hold its place. ‘If any man will come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross and follow Me.” “Unless you do 
penance you shall all hkewise perish.” Those 
in high places have pains of mind, fears and 
troubles, and anxieties. But the world over 
is poverty, privation, suffering; with the com- 
mon lot to all, sickness and death. 

It is essential to bear in mind that God’s 
Providence has assigned to each person a 
special vocation or calling. There must be 
heads to think, and hands to work, as we have 
said above. 

There must be rulers, there must be sub- 
jects. There must be Popes, Bishops, Priests ; 
there must be penitents. Some are called to 
lay down their lives for their country in the 
battle field; others to shed their blood for the’ 
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faith; many to die to the world and them- 
selves in the cloister. Each person will save 
and sanctify his soul in the sphere designed for 
him by the Almighty. We have in the Cal- 
endar Saints of every class—high and low, rich 
and poor, the kings on their thrones, and the 
mendicant pilgrims. 

The way then for each person to save his 
soul, and escape Purgatory, is resignation to 
the Divine Will; to accept with good will the 
lot assigned to him by Providence, and sanctify 
himself in that state. No matter what be 
man’s state in life, he has the same enemies to 
conquer, what St. John calls “the concupi- 
scence of the flesh, the concupiscence of the 
eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John u. 16). 
The same three mortal enemies will assail all 
mankind. There are the scandals of a wicked 
world; the corrupt flesh of fallen Eve; and 
the devil, who “as a roaring lion goes about 
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter v. 8). 

St. Paul writes: “Our wrestling is not 
against flesh and blood; but against princi- 
palities and powers, against the rulers of the 
world of this darkness; against the spirits of 
wickedness in high places” (Eph. vi. 12). The 
decree is universal, “If any man will come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 
tis cross and follow Me” (Matt. xvi. 24). 
“Unless you do penance you shall all likewise 
perish.” (Luke xiii, 8), 
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We cannot close this section without a part- 
ing word of consolation to the pious poor. In 
every country, in every clime, and in every 
age, the poor constitute the greater bulk of 
mankind. Whether they will it or no, poverty 
is the lot of the masses. Food scanty and 
often insufficient. Badly clad and badly 
housed; their beds and night covering in 
keeping with their other privations. The life 
of the poor is labour, privations, pains and 
sufferings. It is reasonable to believe that, 
if the poor were resigned to God’s Holy Will, 
accepted their lot from the hands of God, and 
sanctified their privations, they would put 
their Purgatory over them in this world, and, 
after death, go straight to Paradise. One 
thing appears certain, that their Purgatory 
would be comparatively short and painless. 
What a consolation to the poor to be resigned 
to God’s Holy Will, and sanctify their priva- 
tions. The pious poor have the Seven Gifts 
and the Twelve Fruits of the Holy Ghost in 
this life, and a well-grounded certainty of 
Paradise in the life to come. 
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Section V. 


A fifth means to escape Purgatory is a holy 
acceptance of death and its punishments 
from the hands of God in atonement for 
our sins. 


In a previous Section we have said that, an 
act of the perfect love of God, or perfect con- 
trition, may be so intense as to remit not only 
all sins, but the temporal punishment due to 
them. 

Every priest on the mission has delegated 
power to impart the Apostolic Benediction to 
the departing soul in the hour of death. 

The Rubrics tell the priest to admonish the 
dying person to make an act of perfect contri- 
tion, an act of the love of God, and to accept 
death and all its punishments from the hands 
of God in atonement for all past sin. When 
the world is receding from her view, and the 
soul facing her God, no doubt but by the help 
of divine grace she will make these acts with 
the greatest fervour and devotion. 

A holy priest when dying was asked, if he 
willingly made the sacrifice of his life to God. 
Beaming with holy joy he replied, “If I had 
a million lives to offer Him, He knows how 
readily I would give them to Him.” 
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The Death of the Catholic and Protestant. 


We will ask our pious reader to meditate for 
a moment on the divine glories and beauties of 
the Catholic Church. All the means our 
Blessed Lord has given for our salvation and 
sanctification. The sick call comes; day or 
midnight, rain or storm, bog or mountain, 
palace, cellar, or the poor stranger on the road- 
side. It may be the fetid home of fever, 
cholera, or small-pox. All the same. The 
faithful minister of Christ goes to his duty, 
carrying his life in his hands; and willingly 
prepared to lay it down for his Divine Master. 
Two friends meet in God’s presence, the priest 
and penitent. God alone is present. 

Confession is made. The penitent may be 
the saint or the sinner. All the same. Abso- 
lution is pronounced. ~ Whose sins you shall 
forgive they are foryiven them, and whose sins 
you shall retain, they are retained” (John xx. 
23). Divine mysterious words! It may be 
one venial or mortal sin, or it may be a million. 
All the same. The absolution does its work of 
pardon. One drop of the Precious Blood of 
Jesus is more than sufficient to redeem ten 
thousand worlds. The sinner of the day is the 
saint of the morrow. 

This is the first act. What is next? It is 
yet more holy and Divine, It is the Viaticum ; 
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the Body and Blood, the Soul and Divinity of 
our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ. O, the infinite 
mercy and goodness of Jesus! Jesus comes to 
us when we can’t come to Him. 

The departing soul receives with love and 
fervour the same God, who in a few days or 
hours will be his Judge! 

After the last Holy Communion, who can 
count the fervent acts of love, sorrow, thanks- 
giving, resignation. They are known to God 
alone. ° 

The next and third act. is Extreme Unction ; 
a sacrament instituted by our Blessed Lord to 
comfort the dying, to sweeten the sorrows, 
pains, and sufferings of death; to gladden the 
departing soul. The last act is the Apostolic 
Benediction with a plenary Indulgence in the 
moment of death, to issue the soul before the 
judgment tribunal of Jesus Christ. A fore- 
taste of heaven is the sweet consolation of the 
departing soul. 

How often the departing soul says in full 
fervour, “ Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I give you 
my heart and soul. Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, 
assist me in my last agony. Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph, may I breathe forth my soul in peace 
and love of you.” 

St. John of the Cross writes: “ Perfect love 
of God renders death agreeable, making the 
soul taste the greatest sweetness. The soul 
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that loves is inundated with a torrent of delight 
at the approach of that moment, when she is 
about to enjoy the full possession of her 
Beloved. On the point of being delivered from 
this prison of the body, she seems already to 
contemplate the glories of Paradise, and all 
within her is transformed into love.” 

Day by day, hour by hour, we ought never 
cease thanking God that we are Catholics, 
members of the true Church of Jesus Christ. . 

Contemplate the dying Protestant. He nas 
no confession, no absolution, no holy Viaticum, 
no Extreme Unction, no Indulgence, no Apos- 
tolic Benediction. A cold chapter of the Bible 
is his only consolation. Such is the withering 
curse of heresy. May God convert all heretics, 
and bring them into the bosom of the true 
Church of Jesus Christ. It is a great charity 
to pray for the conversion of all sinners, but 
greater for the conversion of all heretics. 

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus convert all 
heretics, and bring them into the true fold of 
the holy Catholic Church. 

Let us never cease saying countless millions 
of thanks to God that I am a Catholic and an 
Trish Catholic! 
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Section VI. 


A sixth means to escape Purgatory is to gain 
during life all the Indulgences we can; 
hence devotion to the Beads, Scapulars, 
Stations of the Cross, and Indulgenced 
prayers. 


We have already seen that when the guilt 
of mortal sin is forgiven, either by the Sacra- 
ment of Penance, or pertect contrition, there 
usually remains a temporal debt, which must 
be paid either in this world, or in Purgatory. 
The Council of Trent defines, “If any one saith 
that after the grace of justification has been 
received, to every penitent sinner the,guilt is 
remitted, and the eternal punishment is blotted 
out in such a wise, that there remains no debt 
of temporal punishment, to be discharged either 
in this world:or in the next in Purgatory, 
before the entrance of the kingdom of heaven 
can be opened to him, let him be anathema” 
(Sess. vi. Canon xxx.). 

- An Indulgence remits a part, or the whole 
of the temporal punishment due to sins already 
forgiven. An Indulgence derives its efficacy 
from the superabundant merits of Christ, the 
Blessed Virgin, and the Saints, contained in the 
Treasury of the Church. Our Blessed Lord 
gave the keys of this Treasury to His Church, 
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which she liberally dispenses to her children. 
Hence it is of the utmost importance for every 
thoughtful pious Christian to avail himself of 
this Treasury ; to gain all the Indulgences he 
can; and hence at an easy rate escape the fire 
of Purgatory. 

The Council of Trent says: “Whereas the 
power of conferring Indulgences was granted 
by Christ to His Church, and she has, even in 
the most ancient times, used the said power, 
delivered unto her by God, the Sacred Synod 
teaches, and enjoins, that the use of Indul- 
gences, for the Christian people most salutary 
and approved of by the authority of the Sacred 
Councils, is to be retained in Church; and it 
condemns with anathema those, who either 
assert that they are useless, or who deny that 
there is in the Church the power of granting 
them” (Sess. xxx. C. xxi). 

Vt is of faith, therefore, that the Church has 
power to grant Indulgences; and that they are 
“most salutary for Christian people.” 

It is not within our province or intention to 
write here a treatise on Indulgences, but simply 
to mention their names. 

We have the Indulgence of the Beads or 
Rosary, the poor man’s prayer book, now re- 
cited by the whole Catholic world. 

The Indulgences attached to the Beads of 
the Holy Rosary; Dominican Holy Rosary; 
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Brigittine Indulgence of the Rosary, and Apos- 
tolic Indulgence of the Holy Rosary are almost 
countless.* 

The Rosary or Beads can be said at all times 
and in all places ; on the road or on the railway ; 
going to the fair or market, in the shop or on 
the field. At all times, and everywhere, the 
Beads or Rosary is a loving and faithful com- 
panion. 

We recommend, in a special manner, the 
Seven Dolours Beads, to the recital of which are 
attached extraordinary indulgences. Let us 
mention only one—“ 200 years for all who de- 
voutly recite the Beads after actual confes- 
_ sion.’ t 

The wearing of the various Scapulars is a 
means to escape Purgatory. There are many 
privileges and indulgences attached to the pious 
wearing of the Scapulars. We have the red 
Scapular of the Passion; the Scapular of the 
Sacred Heart; the blue Scapular of the Im- 
maculate Conception ; the Scapular of the Seven 
Dolours; the Scapular of the Blessed Trinity. 
Later on we will refer to the privileges of the 
Brown Scapular, or the Scapular of Mount 
Carmel. We may here remark that all the 
Scapulars may be attached to the one string 


*See Mary Im., page 216, etc. 
t See Mary Im. » p- 250. 
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that goes round the neck. The strings do not 
form any essential part of the Scapular, and 
hence may be of any material or colour.* 

Every serious Christian ought to avail him- 
self of all the means the good God has given him 
for his salvation and sanctification. The Scapu- 
lars—the Robes of Mary—upon our neck is a 
protection against sin, and, as we have said, 
have very many indulgences attached to them ; 
and hence a great means to escape or shorten 
our Purgatory. 


Section VII. 


Stations of the Cross Seventh means to escape 
Purgatory. 


One of the most beautiful, most holy, and 
popular devotion in the Church is the Stations 
or Way of the Cross. It is the devotion of 
everybody, gentle and simple. The Stations of. 
the Cross bring to our mind, in a most striking 
and sensible manner, the sufferings, the Passion 
and Death of our Blessed Lord. Nobody ever 
went round the Stations, in a reverential spirit, 
but felt sorrow for sin, the cause of His suffer- 
ings; love for Jesus, on account of His infinite 
goodness; and a firm resolution never more by 
sin to crucify the Lord of Glory. We would 


* See Sec. ii. 
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love to linger, and dilate upon this sweet de- 
votion of ‘the Stations of the Cross in honour of 
the Passion of our Blessed Lord, but it would 
lead us too far from our subject. 

After the Ascension of our Divine Lord, the 
Blessed Virgin, and other holy people, used to 
visit Mount Calvary, and kiss the ground once 
reddened by the Precious Blood of the Saviour. 
When Christianity was spread throughout the 
world, it was the custom of pious people in 
every age, as at present, to make a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land, and to visit the places sancti- 
fied by footprints, and the Blood of the Saviour, 
There was no country in Europe so remarkable 
for this devout spirit of pilgrimage as Ireland. 
St. Albert, the Patron Saint of the Archdiocese 
of Cashel, died at Ratisbon on his return from 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

To encourage this holy practice the Church 
upened her treasures, and granted the most ex- 
traordinary privileges and indulgences to the 
devout pilgrims. Only very few could make 
this long journey; and to encourage devotion 
to the Passion among all Christians, the Church 
permitted the erection of the Stations of the 
Cross in churches, chapels, in the open air by the 
banks of the river, and by the mountain’s side ; 
and to all who devoutly make the Stations she 
has granted, and does grant, the very same 
privileges and indulgences which she granted to 
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the holy pilgrims who, with bare heads and bare 
feet, and staff in hand, visited all the holy places 
in Palestine. These Indulgences, both plenary 
and partial, are countless. It is forbidden to 
enumerate them in detail; for during the wars 
many of the original documents were lost or 
burned. 

We may also add that all these Indulgences 
are applicable to the souls in Purgatory. Mil- 
lions make the Stations of the Cross every day, 
but nobody should omit them at least on Friday. 
From these few words it is clear that a great 
means to escape Purgatory is the practice of the 
Stations of the Cross. 

Irrespective .of Purgatory altogether, the 
Stations of the Cross is a sweet, holy, and de- 
vout devotion of millions, in honour of the 
Passion of our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ. 


Section VIII. 


Highth means to escape Purgatory, devotion to 
the poor suffering souls in Purgatory and 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


The learned Suares writes: “The souls in 
Purgatory are holy, and dear to God. Charity 
urges them to love us, and they know at least, 
in a general way, to what dangers we are ex- 
posed; and what need we have of the Divine 
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assistance. Why then would they not pray for 
their benefactors?” 

Why? But it will be answered because they 
know them not. In that dismal abode, in the 
midst of their torments, how can they know 
who are those who assist them by their suf- 
frages? To this objection it may be replied, the 
souls at least feel the alleviation which they re- 
ceive, and the assistance which is given them ; 
this suffices, even should they be ignorant of the 
source whence it came, to call down the bene- 
dictions of Heaven upon their benefactors, who- 
soever they may be, and who are known to God. 

But in reality do they not know from whom 
they receive assistance in their sufferings? 
Their ignorance of this is nowise proved, and we 
have strong reasons to believe that no such 
ignorance exists. Would their Angel-Guardian, 
who dwells there with them to give them all the 
consolation in his power, deprive them of this 
consoling knowledge? Is this knowledge not 
conformable to the doctrine of the communion 
of saints? Would the intercourse which exists 
between us,’ and the Church Suffering, not be 
the more perfect for its being reciprocal, and 
that the souls know their benefactors better. 

This doctrine is confirmed by a great number 
of particular revelations, and by the practice of 
several holy persons. We have already said 
that St. Bridget, in one of her ecstasies, heard 
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several souls cry aloud: “ Lord, God all-power- 
ful, reward a hundred-fold those who assist us 
by their prayers, and who offer to you their 
good works, in order that we may enjoy the light 
of your Divinity.” 

We read in the life of St. Catherine of Bo- 
logna that she had a most tender devotion to- 
wards the holy souls in Purgatory, that she 
prayed for them very frequently, and with the 
greatest fervour ; that she recommended herself 
to them with the greatest confidence in her 
spiritual necessities, and advised others to do 
the same, saying, “ When I wish to obtain any 
favour from our Father in Heaven, I have re- 
course to the souls that are detained in Purga- 
tory; I entreat them to present my request to 
the Divine Majesty in their own name, and I 
feel that I am heard through their intercession.” 
A holy priest of our own day, the cause of whose 
beatification has been commenced in Rome, 
Venerable Vianney, Cure of Ars, said to an 
ecclesiastic who consulted him, “ Oh! if it were 
but known how great is the power of the good 
souls in Purgatory with the Heart of God, and 
if we knew all the graces we can obtain through 
their intercession, they would not be so much 
forgotten. We must, therefore, pray much for 
them, that they may pray much for us.” 

These last words of Venerable Vianney indi- 
cate the true manner of having recourse to the 
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souls in Purgatory; we must assist them, to 
obtain their prayers and the effects of their 
gratitude in return—we must pray much for . 
them, that they may pray much for us. 


Secrion IX. 


Devotion to the suffering souls a means to 
escape Purgatory. 


“Blessed are the merciful; for they shall 
obtain mercy ” (Matt. v. 7). We have seen in 
a preceding Chapter that the souls in Purgatory 
can’t help themselves. The time of merit is 
past; they can only expiate. We can help them 
by our suffrages, and more especially by the 
holy Mass. The Council of Trent defines, 
“There is a Purgatory, and the souls detained 
therein are helped by the suffrages of the faith- 
ful; but principally by the acceptable sacrifice 
of the Altar” (Ses. 25). The souls in Purga- 
tory are God’s chosen Servants; they are the 
fruit of His Precious Blood. They are dear to 
His Sacred Heart. Our Blessed Lord loves 
and longs to see them in Paradise. It is the 
highest order of charity to send to Heaven these 
suffering souls. St. Bridget says: “ When, by 
our suffrages, we rescue a soul from Purgatory, 
we do that which is as pleasing, as grateful to 
Jesus Christ, its spouse, as if we had rendered 
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this service to Himself. Te will amply repay 
this favour in His own good time, and will make 
it redound to your great advantage.” 

Our own day of suffering will soon come, 
If, then, during life we had a tender and con- 
stant devotion to the poor souls, the good God 
will have merey on ourselves, and inspire holy 
souls to pray for us. “ Blessed are the merci- 
ful; for they shall obtain mercy.” It is also im- 
portant to remember that the souls in Purgatory 
can help the living. The souls we relieve will 
be ever our faithful and grateful friends. In 
Purgatory they will pray for us; and when they 
go to Heaven, they will never forget us living or 
dead. They will watch over us, pray for us, 
and never abandon us till they see us with 
themselves enjoying the eternal glories of Para- 
dise. 

Fervent and devout souls! Get all the holy 
Masses you can said during your life for the 
souls in Purgatory. If you are not equal to the 
“Heroic Act,” which we encouraged elsewhere, 
offer your daily Indulgences and prayers for the 
poor suffering souls in Purgatory. And, best 
of all, place them in the hands of the Blessed 
Virgin that she may dispose of them to the 
souls most pleasing to her Divine Son, Jesus. 
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SECTION X. 


A ninth means to escape Purgatory is devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


On purpose we have reserved this to the last, 
though by no means the least, means to escape 
Purgatory. 

Mother of Mercy is a sweet title of our Blessed 
Lady. When the sinner is afraid to look to 
Jesus, whose Precious Blood he has so often 
wrampled on, he is never afraid of Mary ; she is 
the “ Refuge of Sinners.” All in pain and sor- 
row look to Mary; she is the “ Mother of Sor- 
rows,” the “ Mother of the afflicted.” The souls 
in Purgatory are her special favourites. They 
are dear to her Divine Son. His Sacred Heart 
longs for their release; and hence the Holy 
Mother uses all her influence with her loving 
Son to open the prison doors, and send them to 
enjoy the glories of Paradise. The Blessed 
Virgin said to St. Bridget: “I am the Mother 
of all those who are in the place of expiation ; 
my prayers mitigate the chastisements inflicted 
on them for their faults ” (Book iv. a). She said 
to another great Servant of God: “ Have con- 
fidence, my son, I am.the Mother of mercy for 
all my dear children in Purgatory, as well as for 
those still living on earth,” 
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The Scapular of Mount Carmel and 
Purgatory. 


On the 16th of July, 1251, in the Carmelite 
Convent of Cambridge, our Blessed Lady, en- 
vironed with celestial splendour, and accom- 
panied by legions of Angels, appeared to St- 
Simon Stock; and holding in her hand the 
Scapular, said to him: “ Receive, most beloved 
son, the Scapular of thy Order, it is a mark of 
the privilege I have obtained for thee, and for 
all the children of Carmel; whosoever dics 
whilst wearing this habit shall be preserved 
from eternal pains. It is a sign of salvation, 
and a pledge of peace and eternal alliance.” _ 

Some seventy years after the death of St. 
Simon Stock, Our Blessed Lady, surrounded 
with heavenly light, and holding in her hands 
the Scapular, appeared to Pope John XXII. 
and said: “If among the religious or members 
of the Confraternity of Mount Carmel, there 
are any who, on account of their faults, are con- 
demned to Purgatory, I will descend into the 
midst of them, like a tender Mother, on the 
Saturday after their death ; I will deliver them, 
and conduct them to the holy mount of eternal 
life.” 

On the 13th of March, 1322, in a Bull, com- 
monly called the Sabbatine, published at Avig- 
non, the same Pontiff amongst other things 
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says: “I, therefore, accept this holy Indul- 
gence; I ratify and confirm it upon earth, as 
Jesus Christ has graciously granted it in 
Heaven through the merits of the most Blessed 
Virgin.” 

This extraordinary privilege of the Scapular 
has been confirmed by the authority of no 
fewer than twenty-two Popes. The learned 
Benedict XIV. says that “he who dares call in 
question the validity of the devotion of the 
Scapular, or deny its privileges, would be a 
proud despiser of religion.” 

To be entitled to the above privilege the fol- 
lowing conditions are required—Ist. To observe 
chastity according to our state in life. 2nd. 
For those able to read, to recite daily the Little 
Office of the Blessed Virgin. Those who recite 
the Divine Office satisfy this condition. Those 
unable to read are to observe faithfully the fasts 
prescribed by the Church, and to abstain from 
flesh meat on all Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
In case of necessity or great inconvenience, the 
obligation of reciting the Office, and of observ- 
ing the abstinence, can be commuted into some 
other pious work by the Confessor. Such are 
the wonderful, yet true, privileges of wearing 
piously the Scapular cf Mount Carmel! 
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We all love to be happy. At every stage of 
life we seek sweet peace. We fear and shun 
pain. O, how hard to bear pain of mind or 
body! Faith, the sorrows and sufferings of 
Jesus and Mary sweeten the cross. But what 
are the pains of this life compared to the pains 
of Purgatory? St. Catherine of Genoa, who 
holds the milder view, says: “They suffer a 
torment so extreme, that no tongue could de- 
scribe it, no intellect could form the least idea 


of it. . . No tongue cam express, no mind can 
understand how dreadful is Purgatory. Its 
pain is like that of hell.” We believe and 


hope the Infinite Mercy of God will never send 
us to hell. We don’t expect to escape Purga- 
tory. We are not fit for heaven, where nothing 
defiled can enter. Our souls must be as pure 
as a sunbeam, as clear as crystal, as white as 
the virgin snow before we are fit to join the 
Saints and Angels, to enjoy the Beatific Vision 
of the God of Infinite Sanctity. 


Pious Resolutions. 


The intensity and duration of our pains in 
Purgatory depend upon our sinful or holy lives 
in this world. By good holy lives we can, to 
a great extent, put our Purgatory over us in 
this world. The good God has given us the 
means. We have seen the means in the pre 
ceding Sections. Let us put them into prac- 
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tice. I therefore resolve, first, to pray to avoid 
mortal sin; and to lead a holy life. Secondly, 
to avail myself, by the grace of God, of all the 
means the good God has given me to put my 
Purgatory over me in this world; and hence 
to escape it in the world to come. I resolve 
never to lose an opportunity of hearing holy 
Mass either on Sundays, or week days. I will 
go to Confession and Holy Communion every 
week, at least every month, and on all the 
great Feasts of our Blessed Lord and Mary, 
His Holy Mother, I will never omit my Rosary 
and Seven Dolours Beads. 

Every day of my life I will pay a fervent 
visit to my Beloved Jesus in the Tabernacle, 
to thank my Blessed Lord for His countless, 
infinite graces and blessings conferred upon 
me; those I know, there hidden from my eyes, 
but. known to God alone. 

To make reparation for my countless sins, 
irreverences, and ingratitude to Jesus in the 
Sacrament of His love. 

To beg of Jesus my full conversion and 
sanctification in its full plenitude. 

Lastly. I resolve every day of my life to 
pay a visit to an altar or statue of our Blessed 
Lady, and say some short prayer—a Rosary, 
a Litany, a Hail Holy Queen, or three Hail 
Marys and Holy Marys—that I may never 
offend her Divine Son by one mortal sin; and 
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that through her intercession I may escape 
through some extent the fires of Purgatory. 


Prayers. 


Dearest, sweetest, holiest, Jesus! make me 
holy, Blessed Lord! keep me from sin. Good 
God! give me a holy fear of mortal, nay venial 
sin. Divine Jesus! make me fervent. O may 
I love Jesus, and the interests of Jesus. For 
Jesus’ sake may I ever long and love to con- 
vert the sinner; and make the good better. 
By the grace of God, may I love holy Mass, 
holy Communion, and Jesus in the silent lonely 
Tabernacle. O merciful Saviour! grant me a 
tender, loving devotion to Thy Passion and 
Death; and hence to make daily, or at least 
every Friday, the Stations of the Cross. 

O most compassionate Saviour! grant me a 
most affectionate devotion to Thy Blessed 
Mother, and to my dearest Mother Mary Im- 
maculate Mother of God. Divine Jesus, Son 
of God, and Son of Mary! grant me the grace 
to try to imitate, though at an almost infinite 
distance, her heroic virtues; her Immaculate 
Purity of soul and body; her profound hu- 
mility ; her love of prayer, her constant secret 
communing with God. 

May I never omit to say her Rosaries, and 
especially the Seven Dolours Beads, in honour of 
the Passion, and sufferings of Jesus and Mary. 
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May I wear her Scapulars piously. The 
Robes of Mary Immaculate upon my neck and 
breast are a perpetual sermon, to guard my 
heart and soul, as pure as the Angels. 

“A thousand times we congratulate thee, 
O Mary Immaculate.’ “O Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to 
thee.” 

_ At night when going to rest I will kiss re- 
verently my Scapulars with a little prayer 
to Mary Immaculate, that I may sleep in the 
sweet peace and love of Jesus and Mary. At 
morning, when dressing, I will kiss my sweet 
Scapular, and pray that during that day, and 
all the days of my life, that I may not only 
not offend Jesus by mortal and deliberate 
venial sins, but that I may serve my Blessed 
Lord faithfully all the days of my life. 


Sweet Holy Inspiration. 


When I rest my head on the pillow to take 
my last repose, I will say: “ May every breath 
I draw this night be an act of perfect adora- 
tion and thanksgiving to God for myself and 
the whole world : ; an act of perfect contrition 
for my own sins, and the sins of the whole 
world; an act of petition for my conversion 
and sanctification, and the conversion and 
sanctification of the whole world. I make a 
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spiritual Communion. My last aspirations 
are: Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give to you 
my heart and soul. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
assist me in my last agony. Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph, may I breathe forth my soul in peace 
with you. 

I turn to Jesus in the nearest Tabernacle. 
I invite Him into my heart; I offer to Him 
the love of His Blessed Mother, and thus “ fall 
asleep in the Lord.” 


A Daily Oblation. 


My God and my all! by my every breath, 
thought, word, desire, and by every movement 
of body and soul, I desire to tell Thee, a thou- 
sand times, I love Thee more Than my life, or 
anything in this world; and I offer and dedi- 
cate myself to Thee, renewing my baptismal 
vows, together with the promises and resolu- 
tions of my past life. I offer Thee also, and 
by every movement of my body and soul, I de- 
sire to renew the obligation, all the praise, 
thanks, and adoration of the Church, militant, 
triumphant, and suffering; all that it has 
offered Thee, or will offer to the end of time; 
all the love, complacency, and delights Thou 
possessest in Thy divine essence, one God in 
Three Persons; all the homage my beloved 
Jesus renders Thee in the adorable Sacrament 
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of the Altar; all the Masses that are now 
celebrating, have been, or will be celebrated to 
the end of time, immolated to Thy honour; 
and that with each I may be a victim without 
any other desire but that of pleasing Thee, 
loving Thee, living for Thee, and dying for 
Thee. J am Thine, my God and my all! Oh! 
make me so entirely and eternally; above all, 
take my heart; extirpate from it all other 
affections, and make it for the future a burn- 
ing furnace of purest flames of Thy most ardent 
love. Amen. 


NIGHT PRAYERS. 
EVENING EXERCISE. 
(“ Prayers of St. Gertrude.”) 


Thanksgiving. 


Hail, my God, light and salvation of my 
soul, may all that is in the round world and 
within the circle of the heavens, and in the 
depths of the abyss, give Thee thanks for all 
the benefits and tender mercies which Thou 
hast bestowed on me in body and in soul. And 
as the number of them is so great that I can- 
not answer Thee for one of a thousand, I make 
over this my duty to that eternal, infinite, un- 
failing gratitude whereby every debt to Thee is 
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acquitted by Thyself, and through Thyself, and 
in Thyself, O Thou bright and ever-peaceful 
Trinity ; and obtruding myself on Thy notice 
as a grain of dust, I offer Thee, through Him 
who stands at Thy right hand in the truth of 
my substance such praise and thanksgiving as 
Thou hast enabled us by Thy Spirit to render 
to Thee. Here examine your conscience. 


\ 


NIGHT OFFERING. 
(St. Mechtilde.) 
Recommendations to the S. Heart of Jesus. 


O sweetest Heart of Jesus, to Thee I com- 
mend my body and my soul this night, that 
they may calmly rest in Thee. And as I can- 
not praise my God while I sleep, do Thou deign 
to supply my lack of service, and for every 
beating of my heart give praise to the most 
Holy Trinity in my behalf; receive into Thy- 
self every breath I draw, and offer them all to 
God as glowing sparks of divine love. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR THE DEAD. 
(St. Gertrude.) 


*O most merciful Father, look down, we be-~ 
seech Thee, from Thy throne in heaven upon 
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the poor suffering souls in Purgatory. Behold 
the dreadful tortures in which they are being 
so painfully purified; let their tears and sighs 
touch Thy Heart, and graciously hear the 
prayers and entreaties with which they inces- 
santly cry to Thee for mercy ; and pardon their 
debts. O most tender Father, think of the 
chastisement which Thy Son underwent for 
them; think of the Blood which He shed in 
such abundance for them; think of that most 
agonizing death which He endured, and have 
mercy upon them. I offer Thee the most holy 
life and actions of Thy well-beloved Son; in 
satisfaction for all the sins which they have 
ever committed; His burning zeal for Thy 
glory, for all their negligences ; for all the good 
works they have left undone, I offer Thee the 
superabundance of His merits; for their every 
offence against Thy Divine: Majesty, I offer 
Thee the infinite pleasure which He gave Thee. 
Finally, I offer Thee for all the chastisements 
which they still have to undergo, the penances, 
fasts, watchings, prayers, labours and sufferings, 
the wounds and stripes, together with the 
agony and death which He, though innocent, 
willingly took upon Himself for them; and I 
humbly beseech Thee to let Thy justice be ap- 
peased thereby, and to preg them to eternal 
felicity. Amen. 


aI 
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Pious Morning Offering and Indulgenced . 


Prayers. 


We here insert a collection of Indulgenced 
Prayers, collected from authentic sources, and 
applicable to the souls in Purgatory.. The 
sweet Morning Offering, to be renewed often 
during the day, will be welcome to our pious 
readers. 


Morning Offering, to be renewed often during 


the day. 


O my good God! I devote, consecrate, and 
offer to Thy greater glory, every thought, word, 
action, pain, and suffering, the circulation of 
my blood, the pulsations of my heart, and the 
motions of my senses, not only of this day, but 
all the days of my life; in union with the 
Christ, in union with the Masses that have 
been celebrated, that are being, or will be cele- 
Actions, the Passion, and the Death of Jesus 
brated to the end of time throughout Christen- 
dom; in union with the infinite praise, adora- 
tion, and homage which Jesus in all the taber- 
nacles of the world has rendered to Thee, and 
will render to Thee to the day of judgment ; 
and for the intentions of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, 


Indulgenced Prayers. 241 


Morning Salutation to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. 

“T adore, praise and salute Thee, O most sweet 
Heart of Jesus Christ ; fresh and gladdening as 
the breath of Spring, from which, as from a 
fountain of graces, sweeter than the honeycomb, 
flows evermore all good and all delights. I thank 
Thee with all the powers of my heart for having 
preserved me throughout this night, and for 
having rendered to God the Father praises and 
thanksgivings on my behalf. And now, O my 
sweet Love, I offer Thee my wretched and 
worthless love as a morning sacrifice; I place 
it in Thy keeping, beseeching Thee that Thou 
wouldst deign to pour into it Thy Divine in- 
spirations, and to enkindle it with Thy holy love. 
Amen.’—Prayers of St. Gertrude. 


Covenant with God. 

“O Almighty God! I sanctify, dedicate, and 
consecrate to Thee every beating of my heart 
and every pulsation of my blood; and I desire 
to make this compact with Thee, that their 
every beating shall say to Thee: ‘ Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God of Sabaoth ;’ and I beseech Thee 
to impute this meaning to them, so that they 
may be before Thy Divine Majesty as the in- 
creasing echo of that heavenly canticle, which 
seraphim sing without ceasing unto ‘Lhee! 
Amen.”—F ram St. Gertrude. 
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INDULGENCED ASPIRATIONS 


1. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, earth 
is full of Thy glory. Glory be to the Father 
Glory be to the Son, Glory be to the Holy Ghost 
(Clement XIV., June 26, 177v). 100 Days. 

2. (To be said only before an image of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus.)—My loving Jesus, in order to 
show the grateful love I bear Thee, and to make 
reparation for my unfaithfulness to grace I (N.) 
give Thee my heart, and I consecrate myself wholly 
to Thee, and with Thy help I purpose never to sin 
again (Pius VII., June 9, 1807). 100 Days. 

3. Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make my 
heart like to Thy heart (Pius Ia., 1869). 300 
Days. 

4. Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on me 
(Pius IX.). 100 Days. 

5. My Jesus, mercy (Pius IX., Sept. 23, 1846). 
100 Days. 

6. Sweet Heart of Jesus, be Thou my love. 
300 Days. 

7. Jesus, my God, I love Thee above all things 
(Pius IX. , May Ue 1854). 50 Days. 

8. My sweetest Jesus, be not to me a judge but 
a Saviour (Pius IX,, August 11, 1851). 50 Days. 

9. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be loved 
everywhere ( Pius IX’). 100 Days. 

10. Praised and blessed at every moment be the 
most holy and divine Sacrament (Pius VI., May 
24, 1766). 100 Days. 

11. Devoutly saying—Jesus, Mary (Sixtus V., 
July 11, 1587). 25 Days. 
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12. Eternal Father, I offer Thee the most pre- 
cious blood of Jesus Christ, in satisfaction for my 
sins and the wants of the Holy Church (Pius VIL., 
March 22, 1817). 100 Days. 

13. Eternal Father, we offer Thee the Blood, 
Passion, and Death of Jesus Christ, the sorrows of 
the most Holy Mary and St. Joseph, in payment 
of our sins, in suffrage for the holy souls in Pur- 
gatory, for the wants of our Mother the Church, 
and for the conversion of sinners (Pius IX., April 
30,1860). 100 Days. 

14. For those in their last agony—O most merci- 
ful Jesus, lover of souls, I pray Thee, by the 
agony of Thy most Sacred Heart, and by the 
sorrows of Thy Immaculate Mother, cleanse in 
Thine own Blood the sinners of the whole world, 
who are now in their last agony and to die this 
day. Heart of Jesus, once in agony. have pity on 
the dying (Pius IX., February 2, 1850). 100 Days. 

15. ITadore Thee every moment, O Living Bread, 
Great Sacrament, Jesus, Heart of Mary, I pray 
Thee send Thy blessing on my soul, Holiest Jesus, 
loving Saviour, I give Thee my heart. May all 
know, adore, and praise every moment always, 
the most Holy and Divine Sacrament (Leo XIL., 
August 13, 1828). 100 Days. 

16. Divine Mercy, Incarnate in the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, imundate the whole world, and 
diffuse Thyself upon us (Pius [X., Dec. 10, 1866). 
100 Days. 

17. May the Most Just, the Most High,. the 
Most Amiable Will of God, be done, praised, and 
eternally exalted in all things (Pius VII., May 19, 
1818). 100 Days. 
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18. Blessed be God. Blessed be His Holy 
Name. Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and 
true Man. Blessed be the Name of Jesus. Bles- 
sed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar. Blessed be the great Mother of God, the 
Most Holy Mary. Blessed be the Holy and In- | 
maculate Conception. Blessed be the Name of 
Mary, Virgin and Mother. Blessed be God in His 
Angels and Saints (Pius VII., July 23, 1801) 
365 Days. 

19. Soul of Christ sanctify me. Body of Christ 
save me. Blood of Christ inebriate me. Water 
flowing from the side of Christ wash me. Passion 
of Christ strengthen me. O Good Jesus hear me. 
Hide me in Thy wounds. Permit not that I 
should be separated from Thee. Defend me from 
the malignant enemy. Call me at the hour of 
my death. Bid me come to Thee, that with Thy 
saints I may praise Thee for all eternity (Pius IX., 
Jan. 9, 1854). 300 Days. 

20. Behold, my most loving Jesus, to what an 
excess Thy boundless love has carried Thee. Of 
Thine own Flesh and precious Blood Thou hast 
made ready for me a banquet in order to give me 
all Thyself. What was it that impelled Thee to 
this transport of love forme? It was Thy Heart, 
Thy loving Heart. O adorable Heart of my Jesus, 
burning furnace of Divine Love! within Thy most 
sacred Wounds receive Thou my soul: that in 
the school of charity I may learn to requite the 
love of that God who has given me such wondrous 
proofs of His love. Amen. (Pius VI., Nov. 7, 
1787) 100 Days. 

21. Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I offer to you my 
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heart and soul (Pius VII., April 28, 1807). 100 
Days 

22. Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, assist me in my 
last agony (Pius VII., April 28, 1807). 100 Days. 

23. Jesus, Mary, and’ Joseph, may I breathe 
_ forth my soul in peace with you (Pius VII., April 

28, 1807). 100 Days. 

24. Sweet Heart of Mary, be my salvation (Pius 
IX., September 30, 1852). 100 Days. 

25. Blessed be the Holy and Immaculate Con- 
ception of the B. V. Mary (Pius VI., Nov. 21, 
1793). 100 Days. 

26. Immaculate Heart of Mary pray for us (Pius 
IX.). 100 Days. 

27. Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray fcr us 
(Pius IX.). 100 Days. 

28. Hail Mary, full of sorrows, the Crucified is 
with Thee, compassionate art thou amongst wo- 
men, and worthy of compassion is the fruit of Thy 
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of the Crucified, 
obtain tears of compunction for us, crucifiers of 
thy Son, now and at the hour of our death (Pius 
IX., Dec. 23, 1847). 100 Days. 

29. O Angel of God, whom God hath appointed 
to be my Guardian, enlighten and direct, protect 
and govern me (Pius VI., Nov. 21, 1793). 100 
Days. 

30. Guardian of Virgins and Holy Father 
Joseph, to whose faithful custody Jesus Christ, , 
Innocence itself, and Mary, Virgin of Virgins, 
were committed, 1 pray and beseech thee by these 
dear pledges, Jesus and Mary, that being pre- 
served from all uncleanness, I may with spotless 
mind, pure heart, a chaste body, ever most chastely 
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serve Jesus and Mary, all the days of my life. 
Amen (Pius IX., Feb. 3, 1863). For Priests, 365 
Days. For people, 100 Days. 

31. Remember, most pure husband of Mary, 
ever Virgin, my loving protector Joseph, that 
never hath it been heard that anyone invoked thy 
protection, or asked aid of thee, who has not been 
consoled. In this confidence I come before thee. 
I fervently recommend myself to thee. Despise 
not my prayer, reputed Father of the Saviour of 
men, but do thou in thy pity receive it. Amen 
(Pius IX., June 26, 1863). 300 Days. 

32. Foster-Father Joseph, our guide, protect us 
and the Holy Church (Pius IX., Jan. 27, 1863). 
50 Days. 

33. Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: 
may grace be with me; blessed art thou amongst 
women, and Blessed is Holy Anne thy mother, from 
whom, O Virgin Mary, thou didst come forth free 
from all stain of sin; then of thee was born Jesus 
Christ, Son of the living God. Amen (Pius VII., 
June 10, 1815). 190 Days. 

34. When assaulted by temptation, say—My 
Queen! My Mother! Remember I am thine own. 
Keep me, defend me as thy property, thy own 
possession (Pius IX., Jan. 27, 1863). 40 Days. 

35. The Prayer of St. Bernard—Remember, O 
most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it 
known that anyone who fled to thy protection, 
implored thy help, and sought thy intercession, 
was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, 
I fly to thee, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to 
thee I come, before thee I stand sinful and sorrow- 
ful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not 
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my petitions; but in thy clemency hear and an- 
swer me. Amen (Pius IX., Dec. 11, 1846). 300 
Days. 

36. In honour of the Seven Dolours of the Bles- 
sed Virgin, recalling to mind the Passion of Jesus 
Christ, Seven Aves, with the Versicle—Holy 
Mother, pierce me through, in my heart each 
wound renew of my Saviour crucified (Pius VIL., 
800 Days. 

37. To say kneeling, at the sound of the bell, 
the Angelus, morning, noon, and evening, in hon- 
our of the Incarnation (Ben. XIII., September, 
1724). 300 Days. 

38. For the Hail, Holy Queen (Pius VI., April 
5, 1786). 100 Days. 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, hail, our 
life, our sweetness, and our hope! To thee do we 
cry, poor banished children of Eve. To thee do 
we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in 
this valley of tears. Turn then, most gracious 
Advocate, thine eyes of mercy towards us; and 
after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit 
of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O 
sweet Virgin Mary! (Pius VI., April 5, 1786). 100 
Days? 

No. 39. For the Members of the Confraternity of 
the Sacred Heart only. 

39. Three Glorias, or Glory be to the Father, 
etc., morning, noon, and evening, to thank the 
Blessed Trinity for the graces and privileges 
granted to the Blessed Virgin, especially her as- 
sumption into Heaven (Pius VIII.). 800 Days. 

40. To pray for the intentions of our Holy Father 
300 Days. 
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the Pope, viz.:—Five Paters and Aves, before a 
Representation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, ex- 
posed for public veneration at any Chapel or Altar. 
7 Years 7 Quarantines. 

41. The Litany of the Blessed Virgin (Pius VIL., 
800 Days 

42. For adoring Jesus Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament at the Elevation at Mass, saying at 
the same time some short prayer (Gregory XIII., 
April 10, 1580). 365 Days. 

43. The Litany of the Sacred Name of Jesus. 
200 Days. 

Norr.—All these Indulgences may be applied to 
the souls in Purgatory by saying: My Good God, 
for Thy greater glory I offer these Indulgences for 
the suffering souls in Purgatory, 
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The relief of the souls in Purgatory has had 
a place in all our devotions. The dream of 
years has been to help them in their pains; 
and to extend the holy practice. The present 
effort is the result. After many and long in- 
terruptions we have come to the end of our 
work, which was a labour of love. 

We felt as if the holy suffering souls were 
looking to us, and praying for us. The words 
of the great St. Augustine came to our lips: 
“Tn works which we love, we either do not feel 
the labour, or we love the labour.’* 

In this, as in all our little books, we have 
aimed at no fine writing; but have en- 
deavoured to express ourselves in a style plain 
and simple; and hence intelligible to our hum- 
blest. readers. 

The many hours of hard work, snatched 
from the duties of our sacred ministry, and 
devoted to the writing of this little book, were 
serene, sweet and happy. In this bleak world 
it is noble to help and relieve those in pain. 
The souls in Purgatory are God’s chosen Ser- 
vants: the fruit of His Precious Blood. The 
Sacred Heart yearns for their release. Heaven 
is at their door. The Beatific Vision for all 
eternity is in view. Therefore, there is no 
work more meritorious and supernatural than 


*In eo quod «matar, aut non laboratur, aut labor amatur, 
(De bono Viduitatis Chap, xxi. 
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to help these souls to the bliss of Paradise. 

How far we have succeeded in our humble 
effort in behalf of the suffering souls in Purga- 
tory we know not. St Paul writes: “I have 
planted, Apollo watered, but God gave the in- 
crease” (1 Cor. ii. 6). Therefore, from the 
blessing of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Mary 
Immaculate, and St. Joseph, we expect the 
success of our feeble effort; that we may say 
with the Royal Prophet: “Not to us, O Lord, 
not to us, but to Thy name give glory” 
(Ps. cxiii. 1), 
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